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Demand to address the issue relating to rehabilitation, cultivable land
and environment arising out of the Polavaram Dam Project

SHRI ANUBHAV MOHANTY (Odisha): Sir, the Polavaram Project in the State
of Andhra Pradesh has been given the status of a National Project. The spread of
the reservoir of the said project is severely affecting the agriculture land of three
States, that is, Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Odisha. We are not against development
but we fear that the required procedural formalities have been taken into consideration
before taking up the development of the Polavaram Dam Project. With the speedy
development at the project, the dangers of submersion of hundreds of villages
particularly Tribal villages, has emerged with hundreds of thousands of families
getting dislocated, losing their livelihood.

This will result not only in submersion of the agricultural land, but thousands of
acres of reserved forest area will also get destroyed. Our plea is that simultancously,
with the development of the project, the process of rchabilitation of the affected
population with the financial compensation should also be carried out so that the
dislocated population gets timely and adequate relief.

The request is that if the level of Dam is maintained as per the 1980 understanding,
then most of the problems will be resolved automatically. The original and basic
proposal was to release 36 lakh cusec water but the Government of Andhra Pradesh
has unilaterally increased it to 50 lakh cusec water which is not only creating lots
of problems to the neighbouring States but is endangering the environment also.
Moreover, no concrete measures have been brought out to either save or compensate

the environmental damages.

Hence, it is carnestly requested that before carrying out the developmental
activity at the Polavaram Dam Project, the aspects severely getting affected like the
cultivable land, villages, tribal population and the environment must be addressed
immediately before anything else.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, it is 4 o’ clock. It is time for the Farewell

Function.

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair)
FAREWELL TO RETIRING MEMBERS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, today, we bid farewell to some of our

colleagues who would be retiring in the months of March and April this year during
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the intervening period between the conclusion of the first part of the current Session
and the commencement of the second part of the current Session.

Five Nominated Members and twelve Members from the States of Assam,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Tripura and Punjab will be retiring on the 21st March,
2016 and 2nd and 9th April, 2016, respectively, on the expiration of their term of
office. I take this opportunity to bid them farewell.

I am happy to note that some of the retiring Members have been re-elected but

the House will certainly miss those who are not coming back.

The membership of the Rajya Sabha is an intimately personal and intensely
political experience. I hope the retiring Members would cherish the unique honour of
their association with this House. The retiring Members have made rich and significant
contributions to the deliberations of this House with their expertise, oratorial skills
and sense of humour. They have been instrumental in influencing public policy to
serve larger causes and public good, and have definitely enhanced the dignity and
prestige of this august House. I am sure the retiring Members will continue to
serve the nation in other capacities and do hope that the knowledge and experience
garnered by them, during their association with the House, will hold them in good
stead in their future pursuits.

I wish them good health, happiness and all success in the years ahead.

Now, hon. Deputy Chairman of the House. Would you wish to speak?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I thought the Leader of the House will speak first.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Does the Leader of the House wish to speak?

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Let him speak first.
MR. CHAIRMAN: All right.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. I will speak now. Now, hon. Chairman,
Sir, hon. Leader of the House, hon. Leader of the Opposition and hon. Members,
it is not a happy occasion to bid farewell because it is a farewell meeting for the
retiring Members. But I do not think anybody is retiring because no politician retires.
Every Member of this House is a politician. Those, whose term expires this month
or has already expired, are only going to some other position. A change! It is said
that change is the unchangeable thing in the world. This House also undergoes a
change. Some people, whose term expires, go to some other work. Their position
is changed. Some people come back again.
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Those who are not coming back to this House, I have no doubt that most of
them will be going to be in a better position. I have seen the Members, who have
retired from this House, afterwards as Ministers and Cabinet Ministers. And most of
them were in a better position. Therefore, nobody is retiring. I don’t think this is
a moment for bidding farewell and saying sorry or speaking with emotions and all
that. No need for these emotions. I think this is a moment to cherish the valuable
contribution of the hon. Members. I would rather say that it is a moment to celebrate
the six years of your valuable service here. In fact, all the Members have contributed
to the best of their ability to this House. And some of the contributions are very
valuable. I have no doubt that their contributions will be painted in the annals of
Rajya Sabha history in golden letters. Their permanent contribution will be recorded
in the history. They have made an indelible mark. Therefore, I would say that this
occasion is not to think that you are retiring. You should think that in the last five
or six years, you did your best and contributed your best. I would say that this is
the time to celebrate. Naturally, there would be Members who would be retiring with
the feeling as to what would happen tomorrow. But I am telling you that nobody
should worry. Life is full of ups and downs and vicissitudes. Tomorrow, you may
be cither here or somewhere ¢lse, but all we have to face with equanimity, without
any rancour or displeasure whether good or bad. Rather I would suggest that the
retiring Members should hope that tomorrow they will be in a better position even
if they cannot come back to this House. Those who will come back to the House
should rededicate themselves to the cause of the functioning of the House and make
better contribution. For those of my friends who have no hope for tomorrow who
think that there are no elections in their State, whether they are from Uttar Pradesh
or from other States -- if it is Kerala, there will be clections; if it is Tamil Nadu,
there will be elections; and if it is West Bengal, there will be elections — they should
think "SY ft BN ST BN, T A YOI bl oA BN, S W BN I<ST WM
I wish all the best to all the retiring Members. Tomorrow is yours. You all will be
enjoying the life tomorrow in a better way and you will be in a better position.
With these greetings, I wish you all the best. I wish you all a very good retirement
period. Thank you very much.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I join you and the hon. Deputy
Chairman in bidding farewell which is always an emotional and a nostalgic occasion
when some of your colleagues are going to move out of this House into other arcas
of life. But I think, as the Chair said very rightly, that the membership of this House

is a great privilege. It is an opportunity where you become a part of seeing history
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in the making, because a six-year tenure or maybe more tenures of that kind have
certainly enabled each one of the retiring Members to contribute their wisdom, in
their capacity, to the proceedings of this House and in nation building. And I am
quite certain that they have learned from the experience of other Members also.

Sir, this House has a unique distinction that it is a continuing House. And as
a continuing House, one-third Members retire every two years. It is different from
a directly-elected House. Members, who come in, are normally senior in public life,
within their own organisations or in the case of nominated Members, they have excelled
in some sphere or the other. And, therefore, they bring wisdom and sobriety; they
are not carried by issues of the moment and are in the habit of reflecting themselves
rather than deciding in impulse. That is how this second chamber in a bicameral
system has been created. That is probably one of the reasons that the quality of
debate in this House, whenever we debate it, has always contributed and is decisively
always a very high quality of debate in itself. Each one of the retiring Members
has indeed contributed to this House. I think the other feature of this House is that
despite political differences, almost by the day or at times several times a day, the
atmosphere of this House has always been one of mutual respect and courtesies. I
am sure when one day all of us exit from this House, we would go out certainly
with greater wisdom and experience that we have earned in this House. We will miss
each one of them. I will miss some of my colleagues like Mr. Avinash Rai Khanna
and others who have been working very hard, whether I was in the Opposition or
here. Some of the nominated Members have shown their own abilities. I know Dr.
Mungekar and Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar, who are known for their commitment to
their causes. We will certainly miss the story-telling abilities of Mr. Javed Akhtar. 1
have not come across a better anecdote teller and he has a whole wealth of them,
which have added to us. Of course, there is my very own friend from college, Mr.
Ashwani Kumar, with whom we have always had a relationship of mutual respect
and courtesies. Mr. Gill has always something to add. Though I am glad. some of
our colleagues, Mr. Gujral and others, have come back, some of the colleagues from
other Benches have also come back, my best wishes to all the retiring Members and,
I am sure, in some capacity or the other, they will continue to serve this country.
A very long life and good health to all of them!

g & a1 (o em Tt anwire): AT SERAE wed, Wl e SR
ArEd AR oflex % & Bsd 7 9gd 3w =l 4, Sl 89N JAFNad T9d RerR
B W §, S0 faers dh # wadis 3R politicians F IR A SReA A€ HEW B A
TSl & 9 &1 R 9 Fdd, SER gd, SR Y, $ER Med, I et T8 e
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Ghulam Nabi Azad Saheb. I have a list of
retiring Members who have expressed a wish to speak this afternoon. I would only
request them that since the Organising Committee have given us a time schedule;
we need to finish speaking before that. Shri Ashwani Kumar, 5 to 7 minutes. Will
that be sufficient?

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR (Punjab): Sir, I really hope that you are not going
to press the Bell. But I will do my best.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I never press the Bell.

sft srfaeTeT I @S (USIE): ¥R, S maiden speech BT €, IWI ARE W retirement
speech 1 BT =il

st wurafa: =, SH@) BIs WERT T8 B

SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, as I rise to make my farewell
speech this afternoon in this august House of India's democracy, I am overwhelmed

by the fact that during the last fourteen years I found myself walking in the shadows
of great men of our times. When I recall the illustrious presence of our national
icons in this House, my mind goes back to the memory of Dr. Ambedkar, I am
reminded of Purushottam Das Tandon; I am reminded of Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Shrimati Lakshmi Menon and many other stalwarts of the freedom movement who

were and are our founding fathers.

Sir, I am also overwhelmed by the fact that in these fourteen years, I have been
witness to the political history of this country in the making in the 21st century.
Sir this is a moment for all Members to pay their debt of gratitude and offer their
salutations to all those who contributed in one way or the other in them being here.

Sir, I would like, in the better traditions of Parliamentary democracy, to begin
what I have to say by acknowledging a deep sense of gratitude and debt to some
people, some great men who mentored me, moulded me, supported me and blessed

me in my political journey.

First, it was my father from whom I learnt that in politics opponents are mostly
within, not without. Shri Rajiv Gandhi taught me the value of decency, humility and
grace in public life. T owe a special debt of gratitude to Shrimati Sonia Gandhi but
for whose fullest support, I would not have had the privilege, for a long time, to
be a Member of this House and also to be a member of the Council of Ministers.
I cannot but offer my deep sense of gratitude to Dr. Manmohan Singhji, who
enabled me to perform as a Minister in UPA-I and UPA-II. He stands out as a
shining example of integrity and probity in public life and of intellectual integrity



422 Farewell to [RAJYA SABHA] retiring Members

[Shri Ashwani Kumar]

par excellence. I am sure, all of us consider ourselves proud to have had him as

our Prime Minister.

Sir, I have to recall what I learnt in the earlier years of my political life
from Sardar Swaran Singh, Gyani Zail Singh, Mr. Arjun Singh and also from Shri
Chandrashekhar and Choudhary Devi Lal. T owe it to them that I put on record
what I have learnt from them. Gyani Zail Singh and Sardar Swaran Singh taught
me that in politics, sometimes, it is necessary to trade space for time. I learnt
the value of relationships, emotional attachments from Choudhary Devi Lal and I
learnt the need to preserve the dignity of high office from Shri Chandrasekhar who
once told me that a person who cannot keep himself insulated from pressures all
the time has no right to be the Prime Minister of this country. Sir, these people
have left an indelible imprint on my mind as a politician and, on my heart, as an
individual and I record my deepest gratitude to each one of them. Sir, this House
has to be the torch-bearer of the liberties and freedoms of our countrymen. This
House was conceived and intended to be a bulwark against the transient impulses
of transient majoritics. This House, as the highest forum of India’s democracy, was
conceived as a House for debating, reflecting and deliberating upon issues of vital
national importance because we know that when we discuss and debate issues, we
excel ourselves and that, by doing so, we convey to the people of this country that
we are not failing to keep their trust in us. Regrettably, we have seen the decline
of the institution of Parliament. It brings us no credit. All of us have to commit
ourselves that we, in our collective wisdom, will not fail the people of India. For if
we fail them now, posterity will not forgive us and, Sir, history is a cruel judge. We
know, Sir, that when the record of someone’s public life is recorded in the annals
of political history, one will eventually be known by what he did when he had the
opportunity. Sir, the procession of history is a long one, people come and people
go. Those who retire today have been part of the procession of history and that in
itself should be a matter of great honour. Sir, I do believe with all the conviction
at my command that there is never an ending in public service. However, the roles
may change, the modes may differ, but each one of us trained in the tradition and
in the habit of public service will, I am sure, continue to serve.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you Ashwiniji.

SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR: Sir, one moment. Sir, I have only two regrets and 1
have to mention those regrets, otherwise I would be failing in my duty. Sir, we have
seen in the past that we have often in the grip of political frenzy of the moment,
condemned each other unfairly and unheard. I know when Justice Sen’s Impeachment
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Motion was brought in this House, I had a conscientious dissent not because he was
not heard but I realized that the verdict against a Judge has been etched in stone
even before the debate had begun. It pained me, you know it. It pained me when
the hon. Leader of the House had to suffer and it pained me when in 2013, when
I resigned as Law Minister. Because of the political frenzy of the moment, 1 could
not be heard in this House. It pains me, Sir. Lastly, before I conclude, I want to
say just onc more thing. Life not put to test is not worth living. Mine has been a
life put to test and that is why, it is so enriching and fulfilling. Sir, it is time for
well-earned rest for the time being and I say this with one IR, "ABH B T da
F 98 3ATg ¢, I AW U H Iod b 91€ ATS 21" And, Sir, with these words, with a
spirit free and a head held high, I bid adieu to all my distinguished colleagues in
the hope that in their gencrosity, they will forgive me for any shortcomings, for to
err is human, to forgive is divine. Thank you very much. Jai Hind.

DR. M. 8. GILL (Punjab): Mr. Chairman, Sir, 12 years ago, I came from some
other place, wandering many places in the country, through that door and I stood
inside that door in my own right. Believe me, it was a rare experience and a very
strong feeling. I have been in the Election Commission for almost eight years. I do
believe passionately then, now and always in democracy. India's people, 125 crores
now, cannot be ruled by any kind of presidential system or any kind of autocratic
system. Once an effort was made. It has to be through freely selected and elected
people who come and sit in the two Houses, 800 of them. I believe and then I said
it in Chandigarh the day I got the paper, that for me this is the highest achievement,
barring all the offices that this country gives to many people. Sir, you understand
what I am trying to say. To be one of the people put as an clected man to represent
the crores of Indians is something very special. I spent 12 years here. I have been
vastly enriched by my experience here. In the Election Commission and earlier as a
Secretary for four-fives years in Delhi and ecarlier elsewhere in Punjab, were different
things. But even my Election Commission experience gave me another perspective.
I know many of you from those days. We used to meet all partics. But seeing all
of you performing here on your own stage and dancing your own dance, frankly
I learnt a great deal. Mr. Jaitley, I have known him as former Law Minister when
I was in the Election Commission, and I have to say today that his very learned,
cloquent and calm but sometimes very humorous and dangerous formulations, I
enjoyed. 1 have listened to the House of Commons debates once in a while in
England. Believe you me, when you people make up your mind to speak without
disturbing anyone, you are better than them. This is what I believe. You are better
than them. I have heard him. I know Shri Sharad Yadav from the day when I was
in the Election Commission. I was there for a very long time. I have special respect
for him since I came here because he represents a view from down there FET 3, so
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does Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav, so does Mayawatiji. These are the people, of course
ST ST @ a1 § S € €11 am a socialist or stronger than socialist, they all
know that. T have learnt a lot. There is no doubt about it and I have enjoyed every
minute of it, all aspects. The other thing which I saw and which is often said, is
that everyone fights like kilkenny Cats. ¥ 3rraral Sft ¥}, but when they go out
there we see them talking and cating each other's samosas. And that is the making
of Indian democracy. 1 don't see it in Pakistan. I go there rcasonably often, and I
know a lot of people. That has been their failing ST W& #=1 €, d offex 3fiw f&
SrfRrer A At @ T AR § MR v qEr W TR A € ved 1 0 S
T Wl TS 3T T B B Hb... A1 B AN e Sicell & A1 a8f 53 81
B SR 9 fl Wigs | 1 AR 9§ AN @1 G 2, T have enjoyed it
One thing I have to say and I think the Chairman himself has that strong feeling
because he sits in that difficult and impossible Chair and has to suffer all of what
we do, and that is that out of my 12 years of time in this House, should I say 85
per cent or 90 per cent has not been quite used. I wish you try to use more of it.
I do not accept any party's view, which I have seen from both sides, all parties that
blocking the House and forcing its adjournment is political action which, in fact,
gets you a vast number of votes down there. It does not. In my view, it doesn’t
and will not get you also. You are going into elections in five States now and it
will not follow there. Sir, India is now — all of you go on quoting it — having
more than 125 crores of population, but there is poverty; lack of education, gender
discrimination, every kind of handicap, God knows what all, is there. You know it.
And, in that, they are also young, which is dangerous for this complete House. I
don’t see a young man here. B NN P TAqhedl T, TN VAT HY o, 94 I o,
3o RiEl # T 99 AN < €, 3! WY Terdwasiai € but 1 don’t see the young
here. 5T 9% SfY, # MU Wi % T €I 1 don't see the young here, but the young
are outside, and, if we don’t perform, if you don’t, in the future, perform, then, we

are going to be in difficulty, whether in Universities or in this party or that party, I
don’t want to go on and on. This is not the time, and I don’t want the Chairman's
chiding, of all the things, on this day,. So, I thank all of you. I have enjoyed being
with all of you and I have enjoyed knowing all of you from every corner of India
in a new friendly place. Thank you, Sir, and thanks to all of you.

DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR (Nominated): Sir, we know that teaching
profession is such where salary is paid only for speaking, relevant or irrelevant,
meaningful or meaningless, and I was in that. Today is the day of expressing just
gratitude. Please allow me to say this. Being a motherless child of a casual worker in
an invisible village of Konkan, I was privileged to become a Professor of Economics
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in Mumbai University, Member of Agricultural Prices Commission, Vice-Chancellor
of University of Mumbai and, ultimately, a Member of Rajya Sabha. All these
were important positions in my life. But, as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said, "For any
citizen, becoming a Member of Parliament is the greatest honour." This is possible,
this could be possible, only because of India's vibrant democracy. Recently, I was
in Pakistan, as Gill Saheb mentioned, and we know actually what is happening in
Pakistan. I just asked them as to what are the factors that led Pakistan to the present
situation, and I must mention here that the greatest tribute was paid by the Pakistani
people to Dr. Ambedkar. When 1 asked as to why Pakistan is in the present shape
of things, they said, “Sir, unfortunately, we did not get Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, whom
you got”. This is something stupendous.

Sir, representing this House, in any case, is the greatest privilege. The Leader of
the House just now mentioned that this is the permanent House. This is the permanent
House because the Indian Union, by Constitution, is indissoluble because a big continental
country has been diffused into several States for the administrative convenience. It is
not the United States of America. This is the Union of the Indian States.

Sir, T express my gratitude to former President of India Shrimati Pratibha Devi
Singh Patil, Congress President Shrimati Sonia Gandhi and hon. Dr. Manmohan Singh
for bringing me to the Rajya Sabha, which I never imagined. I must make a special
mention of Dr. Manmohan Singh because on 17th July 1991, his Budget came for
economic reforms and, since that day onwards, I had my own reservations, even till
today. But even after knowing my reservations about economic reforms and the new
economic policies, he was magnanimous to bring me to the Planning Commission,
and I differed with some of the important decisions of the Planning Commission
itself. For example, I mentioned that I will not allow the Planning Commission to
deduct even one rupee, from the provisions made for the minorities, and I said,
‘particularly Muslims'. Sir, please allow me to say this, Sir. I brought these words
into the Planning Commission's vocabulary, 'particularly Muslims' because I knew
their wretched economic conditions. And I said, "In poverty between the Scheduled
Castes and the Muslims, there is one difference that Muslims, unfortunately, are
treated with suspicion but that is not the case with Scheduled Castes." And I am,
extremely, happy to express my gratitude to Dr. Manmohan Singhji. Sir, I am grateful
to you, personally. My relationship with you has been that of a Vice-Chancellor and
a junior lecturer in a college or a University. My relationship with Khan Saheb and
Kurien Saheb has been that of a strict headmaster and a junior-most teacher in a
High School. But I enjoyed that. I must make a special mention about Shri Arun
Jaitley. On 4th May, 2010, I delivered my maiden speech in this House. And the next
day when I was sitting in the central Hall, Arunji came to my secat and asked me:
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[Dr. Bhalchandra Mungekar]
"How many days have you taken to prepare this speech?" I always remember

that. T told him, ‘'fifteen days', and then, he made one comment that I don’t mention.
Sir, T received respect, honour, affection from each and every Member of the House
and, every moment, I was sensing that. And, I am, indeed, overwhelmed.

There are only one or two things, which I would mention, as my last suggestions.
One is that the Question Hour — I follow you perfectly, Sir — should be sacrosanct.
Whatever dispute, whatever disagreement, the Question Hour is the most important
instrument to challenge the Government on the policy matter. And, one last point
that I must mention. In the forty years of my public life, not a single day have I
remained peaceful because I have been observing that the conflict, between the wants
of 30 per cent elite class and the needs of the 70 per cent poor people, is becoming
more and more acute. We should be able to solve this crisis at the carliest. Otherwise,
the whole temple of democracy, as Dr. Ambedkar suggested, would be in peril.

Sir, I wish each and every retiring colleague of mine a happy and fruitful life,
and for all the Members, those who are there in the House and those who are
coming in future, I would say that the democracy should be in safe hands. Thank
you very much, Sir,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dr. Mungekar. Shrimati B. Jayashree.

SHRIMATI B. JAYASHREE (Nominated): Sir, I do not know what to speak. It
is a very emotional moment. First of all, I would like to thank the Bharat Sarkar
and Soniaji for nominating me, as a Member of Parliament, to the Rajya Sabha.
Basically, I am an artist, a performer. I don’t know anything about politics. I was
shivering when I came here and saw such eminent personalities. I didn't know what
to do. T AN PI 3@ PR WY Fs Bl T {6 § $Bl A WS B T8, 58 I$ AN
F 4= § w1 PR GHdl g WIS S W A, S 9T H 6 A o Y Y T 6
AT oA & a6 W § 99 2 oAt 6 49 o dikan, @1 §9 959 oo Ak, 954
P 39a a1 & a9 I9-98 A T 919 P &, b I PN 8, b w=]
A 919 BT 21 A9 H, It has enhanced my knowledge and, I am so glad that I am
standing here and speaking in English. I&f 31 & a1 $a=1 & 3 71 Hed & &
forger # &M B | Afada g1 81 8, Ue Afddd 3 S €, Uh A 3
Sl 8, of$s IB1 3 b 918 49 95 o9 ANl WIS, ¥9 AR g9 miss BINT,
§ off g AN B1 98T miss oI F WY Mg AN BT IgT T PRA g IR, 0
T v [l 81 89 anfdve AT €1 89 ISl A €1 ol I8l g PHT! H S o
TN H SHB IN H O A8l Al Ugd @1 Uifdfcad & aN | o A8l Sl o,
SG 9 H W s IR § A H po T8 S ol H W HH eH Al Bl AR
Fod? | ST, a1 89 W1 P8 Hal B Ahd ¢l 8H Wl Bk b oY $o Hal PR
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g Of course, & A1 a1 & & forg ) 3y &9 w9 & <4 &1 9% HIRTCM
SAHT waad & a8t W e 99 F & foav wwg 98 @ g, R o 3 9 e
3R g8l B9 Bl WM ad, A1 8 PV BN Abd ¢l I8l a1 89 aN ard Wl 781 B
Hhd, AT B8 B BM Al DY Abd ol AUF TF Ul I8d A 9gd oo S bl
IE FEd A g 9gd M6 T 5 g3 I8t o & 9@ 3w b fou v A @1 Al
firam R e wuifes & 72, afew R WRT AT ¥, QT AR”T ARERE g A%
F9 ¢ fb qe1 9gd 38T o @1 g g9 AU qEh] 9 PR IR A PY Igd-9gd
38T & I8 81 § 31y |ad| 9gd-9gd g=JaIe Hedl g, g-adrgl Thank you, very
much, IR IROMEAI

sft gefder Rig Ysv (Uo9): ITRTd IRIRAT A1E4, IS & fad AR $o el
S 954 2 wifad 8, 9 89 9gd o9 e o, 9 899 =71 81 ¥ 21 Wf S
UECl IATSTE ATEd | Pel & b I8 Jars Vi € 6 o g fowar a1 € €N, 8W
FEsid © 6 98 gu W1 8, df$ g8 gudn 7€l 8, 9% I8 92 a1 Fel SR fowd g,
gel off 78 @1 FEf iR famar €1 sfag 3 S TR wifde el o w® E ¥ se
3R SATET F81 A U, SATET I AR FAS I A4l B, H A8T S BT g

A 980 FINA-PINA FF:d 81 3R § 8V @ 99 ¢ AR ITd1 dIR® B,
a1 S9H TIgY oWl SR 9EH R @l 98 & 9 @ a1 U o ndn € fh 9
ORI 4 99 €, fed 89N A €, 9ga ®riea A €1 e areg €, 511 9gd
e | a1 P I T, I B AAT DR W B, Y DI A B, AT Asf I AT Bl
T & s R paR St €

3R H BIS TCHT TS, 1 IHH CISH STOY o Y, aifd1 #7 va oiferfe i
ggd 9 <9 ©l § WY 9gd foi 9 niferfeas o g1 # 1972 9 THTAY 99 Y 3N @
g, 984 BISI USl 9, dfd §9 sa1 PIfdd iR sa1 9% Bl NiferfeRra 781 <@
g0 379 A Trfeu iR U € 9aP! BF B el saR et @er e 2
d gerd BIc &, domdt uridl |9 8, <If$d var o e © 6 S 5w e uRar 8, e
et g1 g9 @R Fadr &, et fl wE Rl 8, olfh UST $9H A 9gd dIfdd
g, PIfdel aNi% €, O 89 s9®1 g 3R

U g1 Sl BN el JURIeY WIEd €, 89 Uh PUC] § $hg T8l Sad dIed ©
3R UH-TW Pl 57 WR Y © 1 § 8 g &N Ared g, srasll St § 8
3T SN W ST %2 8, S Ud | 98 BR Udh HIfdel &l S8 T8l T@HY 99 B
JAT SN P, SHBT &H FEB] dRI% BT AfRV| B urd] B RB F gHR <1 aneft
gl BAR 9We fesar it 95 21 @ | 8H AT o ®, oAfhd AN UgdEd Tel
gl s=F Tl @ €Y, a9 96 g8 8 e o R g9 e wEar €, @ B
% 9 BT a1 8, 391 T 21 g9 iferfedd § shg A €1 1972 | B9 $hE
THUEY &, $dg MweR I8 3R SHg B I8i 3NVl 9§ § gorg | dofr T, 3 Iagi
fafey 9 v, S9e 919 v § Tt o A R fR vW ¥sf shg B VI TER
gied Wred 3 ¥ W GG PG § 3R Sl A9 RE AN 8, ITB! Igd ool
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[ gafder Riz 4]

FRA B, T Food BAT 8, AT T ITD! Igd gooid B &, AP 9 TS §
% old is gold. TR SN THI el €, s9d) S=H B arowy I fem, safew &4
STB W GG B € 3R ST$ TSl AM P W Bd & (b d T8 Hegarae
am %2 ¥ VW E e AEd € 5 sR o g wmeft €, 3t It | S oet wEl
Al ST, RATHT ITH! dgoed, 2T AR FHA;M < BI ¥l S Y gt o 4 9|
S WY § FIPBT garE Bl G

SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR (Nominated): Mr. Chairman, Sir, twenty-five
years ago, I first entered the sacred precincts of this Parliament as a Lok Sabha
Member from Tamil Nadu. I have had the good fortune of being twice reelected to
the Lok Sabha from my home State.

In 2010, to the startled surprise of many, including, 1 think, particularly the hon.
Leader of the House, I was nominated to the Rajya Sabha. There was a howl of
protest. But, it turned out that T had been legally nominated, despite the immense
efforts that the hon. Leader of the House made to discover what were the lacunae
in my being appointed as a Nominated Member. I, now, complete a quarter century
of my association with Parliament as a Member of Parliament.

However, Sir, I knew Parliament earlier as an official in MEA and later in the
PMO. Indeed, my first visit was in 1960 — about 56 years ago — as a student when
I head Comrade S.A. Dange lash out at Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for having dismissed
the E.M.S. Namboodiripad Government in Kerala. The memory that abides with me
is the a complete silence and decorum in which he was heard out and the dignity
with which the Prime Minister rose to reply.

Sir, the Rajya Sabha then was a House in which a 36 year old leader of a small
opposition party, one Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, could call on the Prime Minister in
the middle of the India-China war — that was on the 26th October, 1962 — and
demanded that the Rajya Sabha be convened to debate the war. The Prime Minister
immediately granted the request and this House met on 8th November, 1962, to listen
to the young Vajpayee tearing into the Prime Minister. That was democracy at its
best. That is the Parliament which, alas, is vanishing from sight.

Of course, even when I served — 1 served fifteen years — in the Lok Sabha,
there was discord and disruption. But, it was quiet ened relatively quickly. Debate
was resumed, decorum was restored and discussion remained impassioned.

But, these last six years in the Rajya Sabha have been a somewhat disillusioning
experience. The scale and length of disruptions have been without precedent. Despite
the heroic efforts made by the Chair, it is taking longer and longer to restore order
in the House. And, what a pity this is, what a tragedy it is, because when the House
is in order, it is truly a pleasure and an enlightenment to hear the Rajya Sabha at
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its best. The talent here, as my friend, Dr. M. S. Gill mentioned, matches with any
institution in the world. And, we have just seen this demonstrated in the debate on
the Budget that began before we convened to discuss this subject.

When I was conferred the Outstanding Parliamentarian Award for 2006, 1 pledged
that although I had carned some notoriety for being among the worst disruptors in
the Lok Sabha I would henceforth refrain from slogan shouting or entering the Well
of the House. I am proud to have kept my word for all of the last decade.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You haven't figured in the list.

SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR: Sir, of course, I have to add that I have rarely
made a speech, either in the Lok Sabha or in the Rajya Sabha, when the Chairman
has not felt obliged to expunge, at least, half-a-dozen words. 1 often think that is
because strong words are, sometimes, taken as Unparliamentary words and that is,
in many ways, the misfortune of being a "H@Tel @I 3iATE" of speaking English

in this House. So, I have tried to, occasionally, speak in Hindi. But, I know that I
cannot express myself as well in that language as I can in this imported language
from abroad. Sir, the time now comes to say farewell. I do so with a heavy heart
because so much remains undone or half done. Yet, I might avail to this opportunity,
Mr. Chairman, Sir, to say how much I admire your persistent efforts to reorganize
the working schedules of this House to contain the high tempers which run over
topical matters in a fractured polity. Most of the issues on which we disrupt the
House are transient matters. They are often forgotten the next day or the next week.
But, in the meanwhile, we lose precious time to really discuss the issues that matter.

I know, Sir, you have been attempting to convene a meeting to work out a
methodology that would replace disruption and demonstration with reasoned debate.
I wish you all the best. I hope, your relentless efforts will be crowned with success
for otherwise our democracy and the very institution of Parliament will remain at
grave risk

Sir, T have had the opportunity of viewing Parliament from every possible
dimension—from the Official Gallery, serving on the back benches, both on the
Treasury side as well as in the Opposition, both in Lok Sabha and in Rajya Sabha.
For five brief years, I have also had the opportunity of participating in both Houses
as a Cabinet Minister from the front benches. Each of these experiences has had
its own reward. Therefore, I thank my colleagues in both Houses, who have so
abundantly given of their affection and attention. I particularly thank those responsible
for nominating me to this House.

I take my leave now with gratitude and with many warm memories. May our
democracy flourish. May this Parliament flourish. Jai Hind.
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it ifaaTer I @ gREE, W HIH Ugd § oflev offn T grew @1 gw=ae
PRl §, NIB AN HW a1 fIearg a3 I8 i) qel 9% ey o1 ey & 4
U1 UTET BT gIATE BRAT B, FTRH g3 ¥ & A TS9P a@H P Al @
1 T HRIX TATAT & IR W UST A Y (61, IR BT gl IETl SS9
§ 16 9T | Solae g MR AT H Ig 9T | g1 A9 B BISY H AT AXE
& experience Wl fBUl &%, § amuadt ff Werell a=rag wen =g, Tt wawdA
ArEd P A1 g=gare AT e, i ofd Wl B 39 B ABY H Wi B oA
& I8l W U1 BT @Ry, a8 el 3 S¥d! |ied PR b oY AR TP T3 fawn
& & fau erel FEAm A B

A T2 S 81 596 folv Aed] 1R SavAT usdl 21 g8l U incident I8, # oA
constituency & TATAT 2T, WX fefead dw.... ifgg= S Sid €, 89 v & tRar &
%, TIRNIRYR 9% WS® &1 9gd -1 &Tel 7| 3ell W & dR H9 g0 forg med
SORIT, d1 IR SR AT 314l TR Th HRR s B, I THI d AT 1o1dm Sff
fafe 91 SBF SR | $E1 f6 a8 S © {5 9@ @ sTad 9gd @YE g, dfed
WWW;@[‘%IWaﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁannouncem%wmwﬁﬁ
T2 %, A1 H A @1 g2 uifersr a0 sHgl B SiR ATUdT S, 99 A HSh
a1 TN 9 WR \EE A {6 g UF political statement &, VAT B HRAT B
9 WY GAH AN AR F$d ALl 9L, 1 H UAT constituency H IH TS & UTH
iferer SR g91 oy S0 AN H g8l 13 faAi 9@ g uifersr fban s 13 faA1 4 9%
F$PH T TN 79 A AN q91 IE B o b Ag g2 uifersr d arern gAYy B

59 # dle /T 9 3mA, 99 954 9O 9, ofd Ud 3 U9 9, R R sy
JF AN A AT el AU BTl 98 39 ARES BT ATl ARSI, ST Uifbd™ Bl Sid
# § o1 BIg T2 SEar o f6 wfda B Sid 7 98 innocent USTIET BT g3l B
qel 98 339, SOl Bl HIBl el 3R a8 9gd a1 33, a1 IS PR 9gd A ANl
QTR & Ui H1 Siell | I8 a9 31171 W, § I8f & Ueh s d bl Wt 781 4o
FHdl, o9 Il LT TRAT 189 oI W 93 9| Ao St SFd & 6 J9 521
F TH-PRR $ TH ANEH, 999 RE B afewE o sid 5 9R faar @ oo,
Wf$s IHS BX R IT oI} M1 MU s U S BRI SN, 99 IAP! drel 89
R ol 98 T B¢ afi 9 ol 3 S9 99 B I8 W Sorn, wwWt wed A
IHT AqUIC BT SR A =T © 6 U1 usell IR gan o9 RS <RRAT |Arsd d
I8 SRR &1 & SR b1 98 Ii] Hifsued uRaR &1 diuer =a1f2y iR g
& Sud! 91 I9S 9 § ugd Ts| H AHeI1 g b uifelanie o1 a8 wiew v
T, T8l B9 3T 91 & 98 370 & W T 6Hd §l

el I® BAfCAl B 919, Fel ITA-37T BACA § B I BT HipT el
IR AeH ITeT W9 QAN Bt | f9arm g8t Si9 Wt aeas mar on, @
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I T v uedr onl S AR oft 2vH 8 9 9 f wfelamicedt srhed
< & 9 | amar © 3R 3t gt usd 3 Wil € {6 uw VTIaRY g1 VTR
BT § BM I Y H 950 O WAl 950 F $M Al Y A1 79 gan b
UM Y | w1 @ikl o9 § fodiem ofd § @ 98 ve fdiem d9f$h
off, 3¢t & forw ¢ 81 2 & ok Soft & forw w9 g5 21 <@ onl 99 §9 Reve 3,
o ft fyer ok vaeh wred 9 WY fem fude s e o= wfadt ® f o
BT BIg BIC 81 B qPhdl, I &4 UCRE $HST $ 9 $Ra1 Gdhd &1 I BT
7 3mer A9 21 v Uk & €1 59 yeR, 9 99 SR B W QR BrIer o
T PR BT B

TR, 39 SR UH U1 G0 T 31 <19 § ofld quT &7 HwR 3% urfofamic Fef
e, A9 e Rerd 81 751 99 9 #=7 S101 B o7 3R W U WL off, A1 S A
qSl TP AN dd HIsdC AlbY BT TSI Sd AEaR| # I vul & ffaAme
Al g5 Yol W TEh AlBd B @1 T, a1 § AU WY 68 Bl gaE Bl §,
=M WA # g9 B fFar ok g1 & g A6l S B 1 Twvd 82 H Pal
6 BR =@ g @ Ao B gSHI 99 I/ BEl-TRl, T e Iscd HHITE
B AR 1 ST Bl B 89 10 79 9% g9 Uscd FHRM & HER b w0 H
&M foar iR g1 gt & 6 37 10 9291 7 #7 e o 4300 Faw1 feags foy,
40 <TTel &1 fafste fear iR s Rulcw wafie

A, H IO Ut BT gIATe BT g b o9 57 |ET Bl Hie s a1 Ul q
el ATHY I F9T H I A AT 519 IFeT-3eT S8l IR BT Y gU F 77
[T H IMAT A1 I GAA g9 IrAIfere | o 3R 9 J9l @y 31 e & 181 59
B9 |1 H 3Ny, 99 Ut 7 g9 3ffel A argd dfree S SR Swd |rel-ane
el SF-BHR P 99R Fid, T8l 991 JMSie A8 Bl 9gd Aoiald A S a9
STh Y B BIA BT AlbT AT 3R U8l IR TH-FFR H TN TWHR AT
Y gt ISR BT 99R fdn gt w) o g51 S IR AT ofl, a8 #9 B, dfed
in betweenﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁ%ﬂiwgﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁml
AN JITHT oM Sfl, ST fb 9N Iy s €, SAdl gAE $ean & g g9t 98
e fiell iR a8 &M W dR 9R 989 9@ a1l $9 d¥g 9 31eliT-37e T Bl
B B Y HA By Aol A

# 3T FEDH! I TSR] FAMT ARl gl G4 o9 g a9 §— ) Ay &
3R TS THYT PI| B9 59 AT DI GG dSd & Al 8% gad AR A9 H IE! a1 I8l
g % W=7 3 @@=t 8, W1 5 @at ¥ § 39 9ed W q@ & 0 $E I g
& &9 9 Al 4 ve 0w o @ T fean, awn O W priealsl ar A9 are
& Al A wd fear oiR 39 dHi gAEl A e 99, 3 w9 #9 udl B g
fPUl 59 yBR, #1 981 W UE 791 ¢S Y& B DI IR BT 2

AN WY fhae AW S g §1 H U9 I SIKAS AP I Arsa gl ot H
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[sfY arfa=mer @ @=r]

3o URAT § B e Tped TSI d) W 2l WY UEH TSR WAt & A 9
gl Th R HY SR HAlell ®1 Udh X fordll 519 § S9 d=dl &1 WIgel <9 T,
T UH qed WU AT I W R gpy el $ 3pd, Mo g ugaEn? 44
BT~ T8l Ty U qaRIT- 3ide, 519 § <1 A1l BT T, o1 3 ¥R 8IS BT STURIH
BT AT AT R F =<1 g a1 a8 § s s =1 g1 54l avs, <9 § wew
e o 3R THUT o1, A1 UP g B AR U B AT I YBI- R T A
i I 82 H HEl, &, 9 /T E) 3T U 8, 15 aRig B A S @ e g,
3T JATH? A Tl § Bed T I & 5@ W $ig 919 8l, BHF W= a9 B A1l
9 = A Bl a1 §4 S99 Bl {6 8 9¢, H SReX G| S aaran e w8
B 2T HIErST H 21 #9399 Wiv | Bl fF RS9 foT & AR sRied wdarst &
ToIEId & 991 <1 g8 S g¢ Y B e f vdt |igd, 3 S, w9 dgod]
T 81 9l S9 foT w95 get 6 @el e 8, #9 S99 bl {6 waret
H Prime Resort &, @8l 31 SIMN # 31 951 g8l Ugal Al 98 F=di 9ex @9l o} 3i”
g e ol fb ey o MY HA e, g R wed ol f 9 @1 dgsordt @1
B ofil 99 FE B U & P wad ff ot foedt s=d & B9 W T 8?7 39 ThR
mw@&ﬁconstituencyﬁwmgﬁwﬁl

W, § P 9gd AR gRaR 9§ € IR 93 BIC | Md W g e wret § g9
a1 AE-TEE e 6 S erew dE@H a1 g9 |l e, uiel &1 saar a1
B Bl Hidl Fan § wi G f 781 Gear of 6 s AR A4l 4, actors,
actresses | fcfm, @f aw Rith Wt & @Ror dwa 81 U 21§ sroe @it 4@
&1 AT, as Chief Whip, 81 A&l & fh &9 A 31T 1 3R FdHd! Sff 3k #9 doav
g1 AW e & forw fau &, of § S | Chief Whip &91, 39 I8 BIRTY &1 6
# B9 91e] 3R U A B SAT_T gefars| R Ht sFR ®s et 81 WA g1 a |
HAHT =AW H @ R W ATE WG B Igd-9gd a-Ia1e HeAl dredl gl oid |l
# BIs qa® o $ oIy s9b U TN, SN IE@d] g9l 98 Foll® & AR IR g
B document @1 SR TSI, @1 a8 I GeA1 Heawnl § wEsan g & wAfeal A
f g1 79 ™ B 1 e, STef W s B Ao e, §5 SRk o 6§
3o vl | B Y daR, fhd WY Uil B Jrcd T B9 | 3R R WY B Ped-
Fed feft @ o Bl fe W wrel @ feddt urdh, faddt deR @1 T ohart g T A
SHd fog # e =mgarn g

R, TS 89 o1 3@ & ) Bl @rell g1 T2 o 321 37 9} AN & g3l AR
YT & R A AP FAGAN] TP 3R BH ¢l S a1 AT IH 9 AN Bl o
& fog o el g9 59 it B gard oik amefiare @ o w2 €1 gArt uret S oft
HT I A, DT & B H R fIva & A1 BE IF6ar g (& uoe 7 g
PR 8, 81 BRI WBR 2, 3R BT 01 § fodt ot Hr7 o 9 @1 § s o
3O o1 WY faward fhar §1 sal a1 HEdr g3 d SMUd g=are bRl gl
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sfeht fomren ®egu g (feamea wcen) - 9vula wgiey, |e¥ gl # U ure
TR ST 9Te] @1 sl g 3N fRAm=d U9 & Aamsi 31 MR Fad bl g,
S8 991 59 R BSd H 9Nl weed, § o1 B g T8l Jdoil 9 qHreT a1
& forg 1 wRemd AR €1 #Y Iorifa WY TS A9 B 9 B g wEe | feed
& g@-a. BT I a4, S AT G bel 41 T8l 8 qHarl § A9 1974 H Uel A
SSI I 1980 H # AT Hal Hodl Bl HEEH I q9 § H BM B 2] g SAD
e § Rear ded &1 e a1 3R B IqH 918 Yhad A Gl UlST A H_
srezenr 3 P eRY |0 S 89 waw sreer B fSeieR O el de R, A
9 Ay a® § yaw oreden &l Wed # qel fAfve frwerRar felll § g @t
H off off 3R BR HACT YU # Jo1 w9 STE g orweiat fef § o em A
T oY, IS @ SR e | 39 98 B[ g feA1l Wed § B PR gu
IETE | 2010 | U AR BT FUT H H I57 QAT H o W TG W AR g
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sft T ereR (AW MRRE): gfhar RRAT |Edl seeT a9, X1 a9, $a
fl 999 81 PoR ST 81 ¥ B8 A1 W YeR MY IR W IoR o 5 49 88 a)
Th USRI €, sl ol 9 ed Tl s dSi d Wt g9 S % < B e,
IS4 H reft wR o fad |, oo Sgd § @RI B T, I8 S35 il =i 2

H 8T <ffex ATh & AU R SHPB 18 <ley 3B & 1S4 41 30 S
St B wple] Wiest il 39 J8i foewawd |Ee iR Bivd R aed & 91y
s fSdT Gl #7 I8t 981 BRA IR WARM I S B logical 3R passimate
THIN FATl 27 M ofer gare & wit B <@n, IJSf Wl WM NS I1ed [IEd, S
e W W& I T J ARH Agol H B8 AP 5, SAD! a1 o, AR Al a1 g,
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F, T B & T o 59 b A Bl UsC $ AR I DI AP H Iy o
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A SR T W BIS TEAM T8 B I8 2l B secularism ST 91 BN {6 560
TR democracy Bl el a9 A, offdd § VT favard waan g & g9R <o 4 I8
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SHRI K. N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): Thank you, Chairman Sir.

Respected leaders, 1 thank you all for the great experience that I gathered in this
august House in the last six years. Sir, just now, Javedji talked about some great
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personalities who are here. I come from a small village in Kerala. After coming to

this House, we gathered the experience of viewing the issues of the country differently.

Sir, before coming to Rajya Sabha I was in Delhi as the National President of
the Students Federation of India and the President of the DYFA. But after coming
to this House, I found that this experience was much different from the experience
which we had outside ecarlier. Sir, here, we experienced a lot of heated arguments,
discussions and some times very, very charged situations. But after such situations,
the experience that we get and the friendships that we are able to develop, we
really cherish them.

Sir, some leaders here said that some of them entered through that gate and left
through this gate, while some of them entered through this gate and left through that
gate! But we have continuously remained in the Centre! We ensured that we were
always there and we played our role, as did I personally, in this House to protect
the interests of the common people of our country.

Sir, Rajya Sabha is the highest body that symbolizes the federal character of the
country. So, we had the experience of protecting the federal character of this country.
Arunji was on this side earlier and we have worked together with the Opposition
on many occasions. The present LOP was on the other side earlier. We raised many
issues here, such as the Education Tribunal Bill. We discussed the Education Tribunal
Bill, which was not passed. It was withdrawn by the Minister, because it affected
the rights of the States. Education is a State subject and it was sought to be taken
up by the Central Government and so, it was withdrawn. We had such experiences.
There were great experiences like the impeachment of Justice Soumitra Sen. That
was a memorable experience for all of us. We had great discussions and arguments
on the Lokpal Bill as well. We had such experiences. Personally too, as a student
of Law, I studied many things, but I got to listen to great lawyers, who charge
¥ 5 lakhs or ¥ 10 lakhs for just one appearance, for free here! If the total cost of
that is calculated, it would be very high, Sir! ...(Intferruptions) ... As a student, when
I came to his House, the Statutory Motion that I raised here, was actually the first
after a gap of cleven years, when they had been moved by hon. Pranab Mukherjee
and Dipankar Chatterjee, on some other issues. When I raised the issue of the
airport fee, we discussed it for two-and-a-half hours. Arunji, one Statutory Motion
is listed even for tomorrow. Please give some time to it! My Statutory Motion is
against the hike in excise duty on petroleum. It is there on the List. I would not
present any difficulty, but I think that it would come up tomorrow. So, we took up
the Statutory Motion and some other kind of instruments under the Rules in this
House. So, the experiences were great. Before concluding, I would say that I am
getting pessimistic not because I am going out but because of the issue of rubber.
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Many times we raised this issue and other agricultural issues. But, day by day, these
issues are becoming more and more complex but these issues are not solved. When
we speak about the federal character of the country and that of this House — this is
the supreme House which protects the federal character of the country — I feel that
federalism is questioned here. Many Bills are coming; Money Bill route is coming. If
this style of bringing Bill through Money Bill route continues, the federal character
of the country, the rights of this country and even the existence of the Council of
States will be questioned in future. That is what I fear. So, while retiring, I have
to say about this. In future, those who are in the Opposition and in the Treasury
Benches have to discuss about this situation. The interest of the Council of States,
the interest of the people of the country, is to be protected, and for this a special
discussion is needed in this House. With these words, I once again thank you all.
From day one itself, I felt fear from the loving and sharp eyes of the hon. Chairman;
with your look only you are controlling. Hon. Chairman, hon. Deputy Chairman and
the panel of Vice-Chairmen took a very lenient view on all of us. I am thanking
you all for these experiences. Thank you.

DR. T. N. SEEMA (Kerala): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me this
opportunity this day, particularly when a large number of our colleagues are also
leaving this House.

About six years ago, when my Party entrusted me with the responsibility of
serving as a Member of Parliament, I never imagined that these six years will pass
this soon. But every day in this House has been very educative, apart from witnessing
many ups and downs in this House. There have been some excellent debates during
these last six years. There were memorable debates on corruption, price rise, food
security, especially women safety, etc. And we have seen that on several crucial
matters this House has the capacity and the will to rise above partisan conflicts,
and to find solution for national reconciliation.

I would also stress upon here that the Rajya Sabha's utmost placement in
the constitutional scheme of things is to be viewed more importantly now. For a
large and diverse democracy like India, this Council of States is the foundation of
cooperative federalism.

Here 1 would like to share my dream, maybe this dream is the dream of many
others also, that one¢ day this country will witness in the law-making bodies like
Assemblies and Parliaments 50 per cent women and on that day we can proudly
say that Indian women have half sky. Today, we are not happy with less party
representation of women in this House and the other House.
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Sir, T will end by thanking you once again. Hon. Chairman, you were always my
teacher and teacher to many others, and, Sir, I was proud to be your student, though
I was a teacher in a college before coming here. 1 thank hon. Deputy Chairman, the
Leader of the House, Mr. Arun Jaitley, the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Ghulam
Nabi Azad and the leader of my Party, Comrade Sitaram Yechury, other hon. leaders
and Members of Parliament.

I am moved by the love and affection which I got from Members of every
political party in the House and in the Central Hall and in the lobbies. There is no
doubt about it. With the memories of warmth as my strongest companion, I will
be leaving the House, although sadly. My thanks to your Secretariat also, to the
Secretary-General and the staff who have been very cooperative throughout all these
years. I wish all of you good health, happiness and peace. Ioic ¥ § Y A o1
3regl-ared] IR AN Bl sHferg H WY 3T U 2R YA Arsd g

3771 @ T YOI EY T IS W,

Sifr arel @1 I8 PHINGT BHIT Ve,
gv 8l 4 ¥F WV §HIIT YE”

Thank you very much, Sir.

THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT THE MINISTER OF
HOUSING AND URBAN POVERTY ALLEVIATION; AND THE MINISTER OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU): Sir, first of all, I
would like to apologise to the House that I could not be present from the beginning
of this thing because I was piloting a Bill in the other House, an important legislation
like the Real Estate Bill. So, I could not leave in between and come over here.
Though my heart was here, 1 could not help it. ...(Inferruptions)... It's a Money Bill,
but we did not make it a Money Bill. Sir, I would like to acknowledge the rich
contribution made by all these Members who are retiring from the House. I can only
say that they have only retired, but not tired! They will be active somewhere. Sir,
we people say, if not Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha, there is a local sabha available
to all of us. We, political party workers, have started from the local sabha and then
come to both these Sabhas. So, before anybody goes to the parlok sabha, they will
be in these Sabhas! So, there is no question of any disappointment, but I only feel
that some of the outstanding performances were made from different sides in this
House and we will be missing some of them. I hope their respective parties will
renominate them so that we have the benefit of those great people's contribution in
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future also. Sir, whenever Rajya Sabha functions, it functions very effectively, and
then we set examples for the people at various levels. I hope our friends, who are
retiring, will be coming back, or, we will be meeting in the other sabha, that is,
local sabha. Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This concludes our afternoon work. The House stands adjourned
till 11.00 am. on Wednesday, the 16th March, 2016.

The House then adjourned at thirty-eight minutes past
five of the clock till eleven of the clock on
Wednesday, the 16th March, 2016.



