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DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Sir, my main question was. ... (Interruptions)...
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it urafay: emg Aifew A . @aum)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: They are agreeing to it. ...(Interruptions)... Government is

agreeing to it. ... (Interruptions)... No problem. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SATISH CHANDRA MISRA: When there is no prohibition, why no

reservation? ... (Interruptions)...
it TARy: 37T 93 Y ...(AQLT)... 3T 96 AT ... (TILT)....

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO: Sir, I am asking on the issue of reservation.
...(Interruptions)... This is a serious issue, Sir. ...(Interruptions)... There should be one

hour discussion. ... (Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Dr. Kanwar Deep Singh.
Decreasing land area under cultivation

*137.DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the area of land under cultivation is decreasing; and
(b) if so, the rate of decrease during the last three years?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI
RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) As per report on Land Use Statistics for 2012-13 (latest available), total
land under cultivation/cultivable land in the country has marginally declined from 182.01
million hectares in 2010-11 to 181.96 million hectares in 2011-12 and further to 181.95
million hectares in 2012-13. The average decrease in the cultivable land in the country

during the above period has been 0.03 million hectares per year.

DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Sir, my main question to hon. Minister of Agriculture
was whether the land under cultivation is decreasing, for which my assessment was right,
as the reply is that the land is decreasing. In the last four years, about 8 lakh hectares land

under cultivation has decreased. Sir, apart from that, the average land holding has also
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come down drastically. The current average land holding is 1.16 hectares, which is quite
small. Now, with the result, the yield per hectare or the production per hectare has also

gone down drastically.

I will give you two examples before I come to my main question. In the case of
rice, the average yield in India is 2.4 tonnes per hectare, whereas in countries like China
it is 4.7 tonnes; in Brazil it is 3.6 tonnes. On wheat, which is one of our main crops, the
average yield in India per hectare is 3.15 tonnes versus South Africa, which produces 3.4

tonnes and China does 4.9 tonnes per hectare.

Now, with the abysmal level of yield per hectare, the agriculture is no more

economically, probably, viable. We see a lot of farmers committing suicide.

My question to the hon. Minister is this. The land under cultivation is going down.
The land average size holding is going down. The yield per hectare is going down. The
farmers are committing suicide. Does the Government have a specific plan to address this

problem?
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HAT ST A specific plan T IATHR B problems B §dT8 g1 But anyway that is the way it
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is. Sir, the population in our country is increasing and the growth in agriculture is only
two per cent. It accounts only for 14 per cent of our GDP. This, in my opinion, is an
alarming situation which will reach probably those levels if we don't address it right
away. We got independence in 1947. Almost that was the time when a country like
Israel came into being. Israel does not have land for cultivation. Its soil is not good.
They do not have water. I have had the privilege of visiting it. I come from agriculture
background, so I went into the interiors and asked as to how they could do it. The
simple slogan at that time was: One square inch of land and one drop of water should
convert into one US dollar. And they did it. I think the time has come when we also
need to address it. Otherwise, you will not be able to save the farmers; you will not be

able to prevent them from committing suicides.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question.

DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: In the reply, which the hon. Minister has given,
he has only admitted the problems, which I have highlighted. They do exist. The time is
to deploy the technology in agriculture. Do they have any specific plan for technology

application in agriculture?

S1. Jotia HAR Fifera: AR, H Sarq fagm o1 {6 <21 4 o a9 91 991 8, a8
irrigation @1 FTHRT HEIEKIFS per cent total irrigated land AR U 1 ¥ THRAT Bl
R B & forg H Moy T wA S A 1 516 f5am o011 S Israel 7 g3 7, 98
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ORI &1 $7 920 H drip irrigation BT SATET SKIATC g1l 21 ... (FEH)....

7t & . @M Israel W $© 3R 91 3 B U B

S1. Fofla PAR qIfera: I8 w4 & o &4 Israel W 95 UIw € SIR U8 i war &
3R 39 SR Israel H agriculture & field H investment ST, 1T IEH 3iR f%fgﬂfilﬂ q
mechanisation T G g{ Ud dgd 9l gap g R gE g v agriculture T growth
rate BH Y& B, 2 per cent I ¥ B4 iR ITE basically SHIfTT B, 3R 55 per cent land 1
W1 IS 41 non-irrigated &, A1 &1 I BT DI ST Fehell & (b AR a1 G b qrao[a
B growth rate SITET o SITU? @1 $A®T dXIBT I8! ¥ & irrigation TeTaT 1T 3MR Afy
irrigation ST, T 89 Y BT JPTael B UG

DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: My question is ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's all. ...(Interruptions)...
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DR. SANJEEV KUMAR BALYAN: I answered it. ...(Interruptions)... There is the
Scheme called Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana. ...(Interruptions)... It is being
implemented. ¥ Y Y IHH. ..

S1. HaR 41 g v
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let there be a short question and a short answer.

i} X1en HieH g 9eiey, A 9ey i Ao & IR H faRaR | ST 9red
g, 1 bR U o Ry Ao UR 31T & 9 &1 o, 3T 2|

2} WS} AT FAT: IR W, § /A qBIS, | I§ S A1 (b i Al
cultivated land g1 %\', 9% total land BT fopa percent T 3R barren land faT %, land
under forest fThaT 8, 3R RIT DI VAT land B, STRIDT B cultivation & oITId G491 Th?

S1. Jola PAR Ffera: A1 FH1IRT H816d, <21 31 328 MAfera gacar cied
STl TRAT &1 SHH W 31T HE Fehdl & 1o, 39 < H 181.95 cultivable land HIS[E &1
MY AT B8 AHBd & (4 Tg HYIG 60 TNC gl BF Sl o FHd &, SARI Sl Fa9 o
AT B, I8 I8 © fb SR UIT S current fallow land 8, I8 15.82 million hectares oS ¥,
oy oo T CLIRERCKIIE K| E'sf' Bl QAN ofS fallow land Bl %, other than current
fallow, T H fiwel Ui ATl § Wil 781 g5 2, 98 W ¥ & g 11 [Afewd gaeeR
HI[E 1 39 WRE ¥ 3R SRIRM & BRAFIST 9, @1 15.25 3R 11, AT B BRI 26
fAfera gaC TR oS &1 THeH A cultivable SETIT ST T Bl

it THARTST ifeet: A FHART ST, 579 faeq & o7 <21 | ol xd & ol il
YR B ST &, 98 Fa 31 SUSS,; S 81 I8l o1 st W g iy 4 71g <8
g1 &l I8 W1 81 Al & b AT Bl o1 o1 BT &HaT WIR Bl ol g1 U FHI |
AR UTH 31 cultivable oIS &I Fd IGA §Y, SADI A1 TUHARA o H Hdc
BHRAT, B < B A B FHRIT 81, dleth AT & AT DI AR & [ Fdbe a7
| 1 H ST AT8dT § 6 596 IR | Y 10 1 el 87

S1. Wolld PAR FIRM: AT SYGHMNT FEIGY, 2007 H "< Uiferdl Bk
B A8 o1 I TG S AT gRT AW UQY WRGRI B gedrssl af s ot fh
TfiheaRd cultivable ofe &1 A1 THidheaRd o d fAf9H giawx faar Siel sRR
SR Al T &, $© 3R dIsT 8 a1 d¥e o W BIFI A18Y, <ifehd SqP aras[e Al i
cultivable oS B, $B THI AT &, S TS, Yaid, SRR Hiferdisr, fasren anfe,
T $8 T PV cultivable oIS BHIT B B BIdT SITQIT 31T Hfdedel I Bl ¥ T8
H IS TE Fahdl &, offh R i S .03 FIfelas gacaR @ &+l 7, 98 9gd Ul 78 2
B I OIS Bl HaC PRb IAD! b Aol ol AT T Tl © [ Sl 98d ATl 4
THRT A O TRAT T 981 7, B 7181 B
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it farer R RTE fRTe: HTay wEIe Y, BHRT HIRG SV UeTT <P ) Ugel °Td B
peTad ol fd, "I W, 7| F1" TART <2 QI ORE A SN W TR <0 81 39
Y fHAT S0 HfY BIEHR ITER I X I8 8, Rifd g1 B Well 81 I8! &1 &9
A HAT Sft | ST A18d 8 6 991 3 6 9T &l el ST 6 ol B1g U Saoim
B, R b fHaT @l SaTe] ARl e el 3R fhdr &1 e arul Wl &1 e
R F 1 PR el Fo WBR $9 o7 MEIRT BT 8, SAMAY FJT 319
o FEiRd He?

ST1. Holla PAR rAH: A FHTIRT HE1Sd, fHAT I 34 1 I8 AR B
% g8 THUAY IR I Bt 9 991 ... (SAH). ..

it & .30t @ 921 2, I8 T B

S1. ollg $AR ifera™: 81, f[depd Tad 781 8, fFaM B PR 2l 3R
Hifdpe H Wl SYTET 8, T SH UR Pls HSIRA 7o & &b [HAM B 39 Hael gaUAd
TR I S B . ()., T8 37 a1 B ... (). .. ISRV FE 7 BT off fh
FIT AMRTBR 82 AFII e 1 AMTBR &1 a1 Y81 fl, g8 el 91d & b gagadl w®
3 381 7, Aft IR SAGR BT a1 B! A1 H AT ST BT A1 18 6 3T
A e &1 IfeR 7 5 5l Wt IR%, TAYAY | SI1GT U Bdd &l 99 o, I8
STEPHR I U B ... (TIET). ..

2t femR s fe: <Ry, 79 aRe ST s Jed a1 FeiRor HRar g,
...(TTHT).... S THR (5 Bl ITHR E41 1Y ... (...,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... EERSIEL .(F9YT)... Sit
down. Thank you.

it yftex e qumfa S ... (@@aem)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... It is not your question, sit
down. Why do you want to speak on every subject? Sit down, please. Has the question

been answered?
Ongoing/pending railway projects in Maharashtra
*138.SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) thepresent status of ongoing/pending railway projects in Maharashtra, project-
wise, on cost-sharing basis between Government of Maharashtra and the Ministry of

Railways;

(b) whether Government of Maharashtra has proposed new railway lines/
construction works for balanced socio-economic development of the State on cost-sharing

basis; and



