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(by The Tendulkar Committee which submitted its report in 2009 has stated poverty
in the country as 37.2 per cent for 2004-05. The erstwhile Planning Commission,
based on the Tendulkar Committee methodology, estimated poverty ratio for the year
2011-12 as 21.9 per cent in the country. The Rangarajan Committee which submitted
its report in 2014 has observed poverty in the country for 2011-12 as 29.5 per cent.

(¢) The main purpose of the poverty line is to track progress in reduction of
poverty in the country and not to identify specific households or individuals as

beneficiaries under various welfare schemes.

(dy and (&) In March 2015, the Government has constituted a ‘Task Force on
Elimiation of Poverty in India” under the Chairmanship of Dr. Arvind Panagariva,
Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog. Based on the work of Task Force, a preliminary paper
entitled ‘Eliminating Poverty: Creating Jobs and Strengthening Social Programs’ has
been prepared for consultation with the States. The paper outlines four possible

options which are as follows:
(1) Continue with the Tendulkar poverty line;
(i) Switch to the Rangarajan or other higher rural and urban poverty lines;
(111) Track progress over time of the bottom 30% of the population; and
(iv) Track progress along specific components of poverty such as nutrition,
housing, drinking water, sanitation, electricity and connectivity.

Development of Infrastructure and connectivity

1671. SHRI K. C. TYAGIL:
SHRIMATI RATANI PATIL:
SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE:

Will the Minister of PLANNING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that the development of infrastructure and

connectivity is the single most important factor to remove regional disparities;

(by whether Government has formulated any specific anti-poverty programmes

with focus on development of infrastructure and connectivity; and
(¢) 1if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (RAO INDERIT
SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (¢} Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme was launched in December, 2000 as a special intervention of the Government
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of India with the broad objective of ensuring sustainable poverty reduction. PMGSY
aims to provide good quality all-weather single connectivity to every eligible habitation.
Since the beginning of the programme till March, 2016 a total of 1,16,310 habitations
have been connected against the target of 1,78,000 across the country and a total
length of 4,72,627 kms of roads has been constructed.

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has initiated mega road development
programme in North Hast with name “Special Accelerated Road Development
Programme in North East (SARDP-NE)”. The scope of the programme has been
enlarged from time to time, since September, 2005, As on date Government has
given approval for 2/4 laning of 6418 km of various categories of roads under
Phase A’ and Arunachal Package of SARDP-NE in entire North East at an estimated
mvestment of about ¥ 33,750 crore.

In addition, all the State capitals of the North East Region will be connected by
broad gauge rail network by the year 2020. Rail connectivity has the impact on poverty

alleviation. It will bring down prices of essential commodities particularly food grains.

During February 2009 the Government had approved a special programme for
development of roads in Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected areas including Tribal
Sub-Plan in the country spread over 34 districts in 8 States of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh. The
Programme envisages development of 5,477 Km Roads (1,126 Km National Highways
and 4351 Km State Roads) to 2 lane standards at an estimated cost of ¥ 7300 crore.
An outlay of ¥ 700 crore has been proposed for this programme for the year 2016-17.

Utilization of demographic dividend for growth and prosperity

1672, SHRI ANUBHAV MOHANTY: Will the Minister of PLANNING be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India is the only major country in the world which

would be enjoving boon of demographic dividend in the coming 30 to 45 years;

(by if so, how Government proposes to utilize the human capital to adequately
invest the demographic dividend towards the national growth and prosperity of its

population; and

(¢) how Government proposes to rope in the rural and the remote area population

through skill development towards the progress of the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (RAO INDERIT
SINGH): (a) to (¢) According to the Twelfth Five Year Plan document, 63 per cent
of India’s population would be in the working age group of 15-59 by 2022 To



