188 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Action plan to stop smoking menace

287. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@) whether smoking is a bigger killer in India; and

(b) whether Government has devised an action plan to save the lives of the
people from this menace of smoking, if so, the details thercof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA): (a) Yes, a nationally representative study on smoking and
death in India (published in 2008) found that smoking causes a large and growing
number of premature deaths in the country. The study estimated that in 2010, the
annual number of deaths from smoking in India would be around 10 lakhs.

(b) The Government has taken measures including, inter-alia, the following to
curb smoking:
(1)  Enactment of the “Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of

Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply
and Distribution) Act, (COTPA) 2003”.

(i)  Ratification of WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

(iii)) Launch of the National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP) in the year
2007-08, with the objectives to (a) create awareness about the harmful effects
of tobacco consumption, (b) reduce the production and supply of tobacco
products, (c) ensure effective implementation of the anti-tobacco laws and
(d) help the people quit tobacco use through Tobacco Cessation Centres.

(iv) Notification of rules to ban smoking in public places.

(v)  Notification of rules to regulate depiction of tobacco products or their use
in films and TV programmes.

(vi) Notification of rules on new pictorial health warnings on tobacco product
packages.

(vii) Launch of public awareness campaigns through a variety of media.
Equipping hospitals to handle natural disasters

288. SHRI T. RATHINAVEL: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the hospitals in the country both in private and
Government sectors are unprepared to face any natural disasters, if so, the details
thercof;, and



