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The Ministry of Tourism has launched the Swadesh Darshan scheme in the year
2014-15 with a vision to develop Theme based tourist circuits on the principles of
high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner by
synergizing efforts to focus on needs and concerns of all stakeholders to enrich tourist
experience and enhance employment opportunities. One of the Circuits identified under
the Scheme also includes Eco Circuit, however no proposal has been received from

the Government of Jharkhand under the said Circuit.
Survey conducted by the quality council of India
459. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

{a) whether it 1s a fact that Varanasi has been ranked among the least clean

cities in India, according to survey conducted by the Quality Council of India; and

{b) 1l so, what steps Government proposes to take to make Varanasi the cleanest

city in India due to its oldest culture and heritage status in the world?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) The “Swachh Survekshan’, is a survey commissioned by the Ministry
of Urban Development through Quality Council of India {QCI) to review the sanitation
and hygiene conditions in 73 major cities (comprising 40% of India’s total urban
population)-including 52 cities with a population of more than one million and all
State capitals. As per the results of the survey, Varanasi has been awarded 65th rank

with the score of 839 out of maximum of 2000, among the 73 cities.

(b) Ministry of Urban Development is implementing Swachh Bharat Mission
{SBM) since 2nd October, 2014 with the target to clean the country by 2nd October,
2019. Urban samitation ncluding solid waste management 1s admissible under SBM. The
14 wards of Varanasi along the Ghats will be experiencing state-of-the-art sweeping,
collection and transportation of solid waste, for which the job has been awarded to
[L&FS and the same, will be functional by Ist June, 2016. Subsequently, this waste
will be processed and converted to compost, intially by NTPC, and later by some
other agency to be engaged by the Nagar Nigam on a long-term basis. Additionally,
10 decentralized solid waste management plants of 5 Tonne Per Day (TPD) each are
currently being set up and likely to be commissioned by July 2016. Under SBM,
3300 individual household toilets and under Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) project of Namami Gange, 205 community and public toilet complexes are
being constructed. Once functional and being used, these toilet infrastructure will

help to eradicate the menace of open defecation in the Varanasi City.

Also, Government of India 1s implementing “Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)” and “Smart City Mission™ since 25th June,
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2015. Five hundred cities including Varanasi has been taken up under AMRUT and
100 cities including Varanasi can be covered under Smart City Mission. Sewage
Management is one of the admissible components under these Missions. Further,
under “Smart City Mission™ solid waste management is also one of the admissible
components. Recently under the AMRUT, the individual households in Varanasi are
being connected to the sewerage network at a cost of ¥ 105 crores, which will

ensure proper disposal of liquid waste.

Further, Ministry of Urban Development had launched the National Heritage
City Development and Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) Scheme on 21st January,
2015, with a focus on holistic development of heritage cities. The Scheme 1s being
implemented n 12 identified Cities including Varanasi with a total outlay of ¥ 500

crores. Sanitation and Waste Management are admissible components under HRIDAY.

In addition to the above, a Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) costing ¥ 407.31
crore along with sewer network is under construction in Varanasi with Gol support

and is scheduled to become functional by March 2017
National medical and wellness tourism board

460. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

{a) the aims and objectives of the proposed National Medical and Wellness

Tourism Boeard,

{(b) whether Government tried to understand the problems being faced by foreigners

who come to India for treatment;

{c) to what extent the NMWTRE helps to boost medical tourism in the country;

and

{d) how the board promotes alternative treatment available in the country such

as Yoga, Avurveda, Unani, Naturopathy etc.?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMAY: (a) to (d) In order to provide dedicated institutional framework to take
forward the cause of promotion of Medical Tourism, Wellness Tourism and Yoga,
Ayurveda Tourism and any other format of Indian system of medicine covered by
Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy (AYUSH), a National Medical and
Wellness Tourism Board has been constituted. The Board shall work as an umbrella
organization that governs and promotes this segment of tourism in an organized
manner. The Ministry would drive the promotion of Medical and Wellness Tourism

and will act as a facilitator and support the medical/wellness segment in promoting



