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SHRI MADHUSUDAN MISTRY (Gujarat): Sir, what about the

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Not allowed. ... (Interruptions)... It is not allowed.
...(Interruptions)... Nothing will go on record. ... (Interruptions)... Not allowed.

SHRI JATRAM RAMESH: *
SHRI MADHUSUDAN MISTRY: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shrimati Rajami Patil. ...(Inferruptions)...
Listen, we have to take up the Private Members' Business. I said that it will start at 3.30
p.m. ...(Interruptions)... Now, it is 3.42 p.m_, and, we are starting twelve minutes late.
Therefore, the Private Members' Business will be over by 6.12 p.m. only. We are taking
additional twelve minutes. After 6.12 p.m., we may have Special Mentions also. That 1s
the scheme. Now, the Private Members' Business. ... (Inferruptions)... Now, it is Private
Members' Business. Shrimati Rajani Patil. ... {(ITnterruptions)... Nothing else will go on

record.
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: T have given the ruling. Please sit down. I said
that. What 1 had to say, | have said. ...(Interruptions)... No, no. 1 have said all that.
...(Interruptions)... Shrimati Rajani Patil.

[THE VICE CHAIRMAN, (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN) i the Chair]
PRIVATE MEMBERS' RESOLUTIONS

Making stringent provisons of capital punishment for rape and commercial sexual
exploitation of girls and women; amending social laws relating to inheritance of

property, and making reservation for women in public employment
SHRIMATT RAJANI PATTL (Maharashtra): Sir, I move the following Resolution:-
Having regard to the fact that:—

(1) the women in our country are still not economically independent and those
who brave to venture out of their homes to work in the fields, establishments,
shops and Government departments and establishments are sexually harassed

despite several laws have been enacted to prevent this menace;

*Not recorded.
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(i) girls and women are also subjected to teasing, molestation, disrobing and

sometimes paraded naked in full public view and also branded as witches and

ultimately killed as such; and

(111) the condition of widows, infirm and destitute old women 1s more precarious

who are not supported by their kins or who have no one to take care of them

and who are forced to survive on begging and working as maids in houses and

remain exploited throughout their lives,

This House urges upon the Government to—

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

make stringent provisions of capital punishment for rape on girls and
women and also for commercial sexual exploitation of girl child and for
incestuous rape on girls and women by suitably amending the provisions
of the Indian Penal Code and other related laws;

amend the existing social laws so that women should inherit half of the
movable and immovable property of her husband after her marriage as a

measure of social security to her;

reserve posts for women in all public employment so that they become

economically independent; and

introduce welfare measures, subsistence allowance, old age allowance,
medical care, old age and caring homes for the destitute widows, infirm

and old women so that they too lead an honourable life in the society.
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The question was proposed.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Telangana): Respected Vice-Chairman,
the concern of my elder sister, Tai Rajani Patil, is being displayed through the Resolution

to ensure gender equity in India.

Ours is a nation which was governed by women. Ours is a Parliament which is
being run by women, almost for two terms now. The Indian way of life has imbibed the
idea of emancipation of women. Among all the religions, S¥aTf#ad # AT df SfAd &
GHIT gId1 8; Christianity § |1 ALY b @I b1 3GTOT 2019 <917 of; qrebt R, S+, qE]
el < AT BT R 3, 1 AT @l Ry o a1 wRIIfed WU 7 S g an ve 81 We
assess it in modern times with modern tools as the gender parity index. The UNDP rated
India very low on the aspect of women empowerment. The visible gender disparity is
not enabling us to enhance the image of the nation in the global fora. This was recently
faced by our present Union Minister, who represented us in the UN deliberations on
women empowerment. She assured them that the national policy for women

empowerment is being improved.

From that context, I would like to mention that earlier the Women and Child
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Development was a small Department in the Ministry of Human Resource Development.
During UPA time, under Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, Dr. Manmohan Singh improved and
elevated this Department to the level of Ministry of Women and Child Development. Tt
was the imitiative of Rajiv Gandhiji for giving 33 per cent reservation to women 1in the
local bodies, whether it be rural or urban. The UPA, under Sonia Gandhiji, has improved
and elevated it, and fixxed 50 per cent reservation for women in local bodies of rural and
urban areas. s it going to give us the overall comprehensive security which we intend
to give? What exactly the term 'social security' mean? To assess the social security of a
person, there are three levels of elevation. First is the social defence; second is the social
justice; and the third is the social empowerment. If these three components are fixed and
assessed, then only we can arrive at social security and only then it is attained. Respected
Sir, 1f we assess in our Indian terms even after doing all these things for women, even
after showing the magnanimity of the wonderful comprehensive welfare, we find that
women in India still have not crossed the level of social defence. When they will cross
the level of social defence to enter into social justice and then to empowerment, only then
empowerment will come. When we could remove gender disparity and when we could
ensure gender equity, then only we can dream of attaining social security for women of the
nation. If you look at the employment terms, way back in 1991, it was assessed that just 13
per cent of women had some or other role, whether lower level or higher level, among the
manufacturing and the services sectors. That has been gradually getting improved. But,
the recent assessment shows that the achievement of employment of women in services
and manufacturing sectors 1s still at 18 per cent. This parity has to come upon. These are
giving us challenges in assessment of the Millennium Development Goals. Since we have
crossed the level of MDGs to the sustainable development goals, we have a lot more to do.
For that, what are we supposed to do? Our challenges are plenty. Complications of culture,
social, education, internal security and all other aspects are becoming challenges. One
such case in Delhi had necessitated an Act. The then Government, our UPA Government,
with the motherly magnanimity of Sonia Gandhiji, promptly enacted the Nirbhaya Act
and also ensured a fund of ¥ 1,000 crore to look after and to cater to the needs of enactment
utilisation. But now we are from Nirbhaya to Jessup. Other countries are looking at us
whether we will come out of this gender disparity so that some level of gender equality 1s
visible among the Indian society. Challenges are going to be much larger. For that in rural
areas there was great improvement for women with the setting up of Self-Help Groups.
Though it is in very small measure for individuals concerned, but that has enabled to gain
the economic power. Once a person starts getting economic power, he will automatically
become secured. But even those measures were not comprehensively supported to look

into the needs of the women not only inrural India but also in urban India. At this juncture,
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I think, Shrimati Rajani Patil thought it fit to move this Resolution. This Resolution 1s

mtended to sensitise the Union Government, and also to focus our concern on the issue.
Since global community is expecting India to show our gender equality, since people are
also demanding us to show the real concern and ensure measures, I hope through this
Resolution, the Union Government will get sensitised to the required level. I wish and
expect a commitment from the Union Minister on the enhancement and improvement of
the national policy for empowering women which will come as a handy tool to cater to

the needs and expectations of the women security. Thank you very much
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SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Sir, first of all, [ must appreciate and congratulate my
friend, Shrimati Rajani Patil, for raising this very, very important, sensitive issue through
the Private Members' Business (Resolution). While I am supporting all her points, I want
to bring to the notice of this august House, and also of the hon. Minister, that the condition
of women in our country at this age also is very, very pathetic. We should not forget the
history of women, the contribution of women not only in the freedom struggle of our
country but at present also. I do not want to repeat, I do not want to mention the names of
those courageous ladies who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of our country. Though
our former Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, sacrificed her life for the unity and
integrity of our country, even then, sometimes I am very pained, it is a matter of great
surprise that in this country the women are not properly given their due honour, in this

connection, | want to raise some points.

First ofall, I want toraise the pointof women empowerment. If women empowerment
policy is fully implemented and if this concept is made completely successtul, especially
in three sectors, that is, social, economic and political, then, I think all these problems
will be automatically solved. So, for women empowerment, as far as economic sector is
concerned, I want to cite some examples. Our UPA Government, in the National Food
Security Act, introduced a system whereby it has been made mandatory that ration card
should be issued in the name of women, that is, the wife of the family. Likewise, there
are so many other schemes. In all these schemes, wherever it is possible, we should
make it mandatory. For example, the Indira Awas Yojana is a very good scheme of the
Ministry of Rural Development. Just as we have made it mandatory in the National Food

Security Act, in the Indira Awas Yojana also, we should make it compulsory that women
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will be the beneficiary. As my friend, Shrimati Rajani Patil, has mentioned some of the
schemes, in para (d), she has stated about old age allowance. So far as the old age pension
1s concerned, on the matter of age, there is no discrimination. Whenever anyone crosses
the age of 66, he or she 1s allowed to get the old age pension. That is all nght. But, at the
ground level, in its implementation at the Panchayati level, what we have seen is that in
many cases women are not considered as the beneficiaries, or, I should say, only in a very
few cases, women are considered. So, in this aspect also, | want to know whether we can
make an amendment of our law and whether we can make a mandatory provision that in
all such schemes, women will be made the beneficiary. It is only if it is made mandatory
for women to be considered as the beneficiary that the economic empowerment can be
successful. Now what happens in certain cases? There is a provision that if the husband,
who 1s a Government employee, dies in harness, his wife, if she is qualified, should get
appointment on the compassionate ground. All right, that provision 1s there. But we have
seen, in many cases, whether it is a Central Department or a State Department, that a poor
woman, after the death of her husband, has to run from pillar to post to get employment on
compassionate ground. Sometimes, she has to wait for five or six years or even ten years,
and she has to even approach the High Court for justice. So, this happens. Similarly, even
in the matter of pension, if the husband dies, the woman is entitled for pension. But we
have seen that in order to get her due share, the system, the red tapism, the corruption,
is such that that poor lady has to run from pillar to post just to get her due claim, her
due pension. Therefore, can we make some mandatory provision whereby in case of
compassionate ground, a woman gets her appointment within a stipulated period of time,
and that in case of pension, she will get it within such and such period of time, and, that
in the event of this not happening, the concerned officer will be made responsible for it?
If we can make such mandatory provisions, then, certainly, economic empowerment of

women will be a success.

Sir, my friend also referred to women SHGs. Yes, it is a very good step towards
economic empowerment of women. But, in reality, what have we seen? Even these SHGs
are harassed in banks. Banks are not helping them. They are not opening their accounts
or giving them loans. In fact, whatever they are entitled to get under the scheme, they
are not getting them. There are so many instances where our system has denied women
their rights. It is because of this defective system that women are harassed for no fault
of theirs. Therefore, my humble submission to this august House and the hon. Minister
is that we have to make some strict rules, some strict provisions, to ensure that women
are not discriminated against and that women get their due share. Sir, apart from this,

one aspect 1s for unmarried women. In our villages we have seen that there are some
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unmarried girls. So, can we not make a provision? In the Social Welfare Department
Act there are some schemes, but those schemes will not help because in order to get the
benefit of the schemes the woman has to be again harassed. So, for unmarried, can we
not give them some regular pension like old-age pension, monthly pension, subsistence
allowance? In the case of a widow there 1s provision. One scheme 1s there, the National
Social Security Scheme. Under this scheme, if the husband of the woman dies, she has to
get T 20,000, But this is a very meagre amount. Sir, at this time of sky rocketing prices
this is a very meagre amount and not all the women are getting. At the Panchayat level
there are some targets which are given. Only five women in a year or only three women
or two women are getting ¥ 20,000. This will not cover all the widows, the victims. I am
not speaking about the rich people. I am speaking about the widows who are living below
the poverty line. Darkness has come after the death of her husband. So, in that case, can
we not make a provision? Can we not extend this scheme to all the victims? And this
amount should be increased and a one-time grant will not solve the problem. If we make a
monthly subsistence allowance or a monthly allowance or a monthly pension, then, in this
way also we can empower the women in the field of economy. So, hon. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, with these few points, [ want to fully support the Private Members' Resolution which
has been raised by my friend, Shrimati Rajam Patil and I do hope the august House will
consider it and the hon. Minister will give some positive reply to incorporate all the

suggestions in Government rules and procedures. Thank you

THE MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI
MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI): Sir, at the outset, | would like to thank Shrimati Rajani
Patil for bringing up such an important issue and I would like to thank all the other
speakers, Shri Rapolu, Shri Basawara) Patil and Shri Ripun Bora for taking part in this
discussion I am just going to answer a few points of what we have done, what we intend to

do and what is still in the realm of ideas and where we would benefit from suggestions.

The first thing you talked about was Sarpanches and how we have two lakh
Sarpanches in this country who are women and how it has benefited the body politic. In
actual fact, it was a brilliant idea. There 1s no doubt about it and it was intended to produce
a large number of politically-aware and economically-aware women. It didn't work out
quite like that and the reason for that was that apart from making them Sarpanches we
didn't train them. So, a lot of women who became Sarpanches, in fact, most women who
became Sarpanches, went back into ghunghats after they were elected and their husbands
then technically ran the village and interacted with officials and called themselves, actually

unofficial, Sarpanch-pati or Pradhan-pati. For the first time, we are recognising this in a
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belief that if these Sarpanches are trained and if they are confident enough to handle their
villages, we will see a marked change in the economic and confidence levels of women
in that village and all over India. So, out of 6 lakh villages, 2 lakh villages are headed by
women. These Sarpanch women are being trained as we speak in matters ranging from
how to make cement ki naliya, houses for women, how to control the girls from being
molested — in fact, I may have to control the boys, actually — how to take care of women
whose families do not send their girls to school, how to look at Anganwadis work, how to
make sure that teacher comes to school, how the look at girl dropout, etc. The first phase
of training has just got over. We are starting 1t in batches of 40 at a time. And, we have
started it from Jhalwad. It was amazing that all 40 Sarpanches came with their husbands
who insisted that they would also sit them. They were all stopped outside, kept in a room,
fed tea and coffee for the whole day. The women were, actually, {or the first time, on their
own. They were not only trained, but, at the end of it, requested that we design an App for
them in which they could keep in touch with each other and tell each other what they were
achieving in village. So, look, how quickly they picked up. This is going to be repeated

till all 2 lakh women are trained. So, this 1s amongst many things we have done.

Coming to the other point, we have, of course, Sexual Harassment Committees
at every workplace. Every workplace has to have one now. The hon. Finance Minister
was requested by us to ask companies to declare it in their audit. Apart from that, the
Finance Ministry has also come up with an innovation of making one women Director
on the Board of every company. While this stared, of course, with wives and daughters,
but sooner or later, it will be independent women on the Board. And, they have also been

asked to declare it in their audit.

Regarding safety and security which all the four hon. Members have raised, one of
the game changers that we have come up with in which the Home Ministry good enough
to listen to us almost immediately is to have 33 per cent women in the police force. Now,
I think, all the UTs and 7 States have 33 per cent women. This, more than anything else,
will contribute towards the defense of women or they will have a social feeling of safety.
Added to this is what we call the 'Panic Button.' From 1st January, 2017, we will put it
into action. It means, every cell phone in India has a button which can be pressed should
the women be in danger or feel herself in danger at any time. From police sensitization,
increase of women 1n police force, Panic Button and many other things that we have
come up with, including one-stop-centres, will help them a lot. With regard to the One-
Stop-Centres, we allowed 36 in the first year We may have made 14. All the 14 centers
are doing extremely well. They have taken care of a large number of women problems

— from being stalked to being raped. We are now, this year, going to make it 150 — 5
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per State. If these go well, before our term 1s up, I hope to make it 660. Then, of course,
next time, whoever comes here should set up even more centres so that women have
this place to go for help. Sir, I am happy to say that it has an immediate effect. When we
put first one n Raipur, it has an immediate effect in stemming more common forms of
sexual molestation, stalking, rape, etc., because men then begin to feel that women has
somewhere to go, she has got a free lawyer, police help and everything is catered to her
well being. Once we can get more of these things on the ground, it will address many
things. Why have we not been faster? It is because the States are taking their time to give
us land. We just need 300 sq. yards. We are asking again and again and as soon as we get

each one, within two months, vou have the centre. So, Sir, several things are being done.

All four hon. Members have talked about female foeticide. Sir, female feticide
exists. Yes; there 1s a divide down in the middle of India into West and East. The East
1 poorer, has a large number of children and does not really care about quality as much
as quantity. They does not really care so much about whether they are girls or boys. The
West which, it seems to be, considering itself upperly mobile is having less and less
children often confining themselves to two but wanting exactly what they want which is
either two boys or a girl and a boy or a boy and a girl, whichever. So, this is where, we
discovered that female foeticide was more prevalent. So, we started a programme called
'Beti Bachao' and we took the hundred worst-affected districts. We put rupees one crore
per district and we made the DM the head of it. We put on a set of simple things to do,
namely, (i) there will be institutionalised delivery of babies; (ii) there will be a Guddi-
Gudda Board in every village which would show these many boys and these many girls,
so that every villager can see it. The third thing 1s that we involved NGOs. We involved
even grandmothers who often decide whether a child will be born or not. So, we involved
people, the informers, who would give us reports. We had vans running with films and
music. We dominated the radio for this. The end-result has been enormously valuable.
When we were starting the programme, I thought that Haryana which had the Child Sex
Ratio of 830 would, at the maximum, go up, in one year, to 840 or 850, if we were lucky.
After we put in so much intensive work into all hundred districts, what Haryana did by
itself, and it was a worst case study in the whole of India, went up in one year from 830
to 907, which is in itself a miracle and shows you how willing India is to be changed,
provided it is done sensibly. Now, we have added 61 more districts, and hopefully, we
will achieve this miracle in them also. We have, out of these 100 districts, 49 districts,
which went way beyond our thought. But, amongst all of them, one that 1s last place was
J&K. But, even in J&K, there is an increase and it has improved also. So, we were very
pleased with that.
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Then, you talked about making laws to help women in property. I think Haryana and
some other States have got a law in which if you put the land in the women's name, then
you get a certain amount of tax benefits in the land. So, that is a good 1dea. You talked

about widows.

I am happy to tell you that we are building India's largest and first huge widows'
home in Vrindavan. I went there the other day just to put the neeve and it should be ready
by the end of the year. It is for thousand widows. It won't be just homes where they live
with dignity in one place; they will also get things to do, ways to earn money; they get
to keep their own Goushala; they get to do their own gardening and vegetables. It will
be like an entire community. If that does well, we will make another. But, it will be very

positive for them.

You talked about sexual offenders and a national register for them. You may have
read Shri Kiren Rijiju's reply in Parliament where he talked, a few days ago, about the
Home Ministry establishing, for the first time, in India a national register for criminal

offenders of different types of which one will be a sexual offender.

Apart from the women's safety, we have also started the Women's Helpline, 181. It
is functioning in eleven States and the WCD Ministry has sanctioned funds to all States
through this. This has come out of the Nirbhaya Funds. Then, 19 more, as I just told you,
One Stop Centres will be ready in another few months, and 150 by the end of the year
Then, one of the things that Mr. Bora talked about was how difficult it is for widows
and other people to get certification after their husbands die. Tt is true that if for some
strange reason, when somebody died, the name of his heir, his wife or her husband, is not
mentioned on the death certificate. This made it almost impossible for widows to claim
pension benefits or anything. This 1s one of the first things we did. When this Government
came to power, we asked the Registrar to make it compulsory for all death certificates to

mention the partner's name so that it becomes easy, and this has been done.

Now, we come to women's empowerment. What we have done are several things.
I have a bank called Rashtriva Mahila Kosh. Before I came, it was not doing well at all.
All it did was, very strangely, lent money at 6 per cent to NGOs and they then lent money
ahead at 12 per cent, then they all run away with the money. So, nobody ever returned
it. Then, we put lawyers, which cost us even more money to try and retrieve that. Then,
we put people on top of those lawyers to make sure that the lawvers attended! The whole
thing was a complete mess. Now, it 1s sorted out and it is an active, functioning bank
for women, which has other schemes in it. It has training schemes for women. The first

time any Government has ever done anything is called e-Mahila Haat. The e-Mahila
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Haat, if you look up on your computers, is a place where any woman producing anything
anywhere in India, can put her things free on this Haat. We charge no money. She gives
her address and the buyer gets in touch directly with the seller. So far, we already have a
couple of lakhs of women on it, who are selling/buying and we have received expressions
of interest from Flipkart and Amazon, who would like to partner with us. So, hopefully, in
a couple of months, this will be an active help to women to sell their products, no matter
whether it is Mehandi or goods and services, whether cooking item or anything else. This
is going to lead to something which one day will be very, very important. It has been a
dream of mine for a long time—that is, we have FICCI, we have ASSOCHAM, we have
CII. These three are taken very seriously by the Finance Ministry and all Governments.
They don't really have Women's Wing. They do have a Women's Wing, but usually they
are the wives of the people on it. It is not really an independent wing that contributes
much. What we want is Women's Entrepreneurship Council. This Council will ultimately
come out of this Ministry's e-Mahila Haat. Every woman selling something will have a
vote. She will vote at various levels till she reaches the National Council. This National
Council will make policy for women in the economic sphere, will make banking policy
for them, and will interact with Government when the Finance Minister calls them. Within
a year, we have to have this up and running. As time goes on, hopefully, 1t will become

very powerful. This is one of the things that are already in the pipeline.

Sir, in order for equality to become more of a thought in every class, we have
proposed—it has been agreed on and it is going to start now— 'gender champion' from
Standard-V up. Any child that behaves well towards the opposite sex and protects them,
looks after them, shows courtesy to them will get a prize in each class for being the
'‘gender champion'. If we can make little boys proud to be nice to girls, then we might
be able to change the future for them. We also have something very significant, which
is the Mahila Police Volunteer. We have been allowed to do this by the Home Ministry.
Every village will have one girl above the age of 21 who will act as a Police Volunteer.
She will be chosen by the local SP and she will then have to look after her village to
see to it that the children get to school, that there is no molestation, that there 1s no case
of husbands beating their wives, that there is no dowry and such things that happen in
villages which often don't come to our notice. So, this Mahila Police Volunteer is already
on its way. Madhya Pradesh has an excellent programme called the Shaurya Dal. And that
has got ten people in each village, both men and women. In fact, it 1s taken so seriously
that on Republic Day, Madhya Pradesh, actually, has a contingent of Shaurya Dal, being
paraded.
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SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE (Rajasthan): This is like the system which the Sheriff

in the US started. You suggest some good names, so that it will be a nice name.

SHRIMATT MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: [ am open to suggestions. If anybody
gives me a suggestion, | am happy to take it. The Nirbhaya Fund 1s actively working
The panic button will come through it; One Stop Centres are coming through it. The
MHA has made Victim Compensation Funds through it. You already know about the
POCSO Act, which safeguards the interests of the child at every stage of judicial process
by incorporating child-friendly mechanisms for recording of evidences, investigation,
speedy trial of offences through special courts. T have already told you about the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013, which was passed by you, but, now
makes it mandatory. We have also made a booklet telling what vou have to do if you are
harassed, and this has been sent to almost every company and every group of companies,
so that they know, exactly, what they are supposed to do. We have a lot of schemes
for welfare coming up. Swadhar and Short Stay Homes for relief and rehabilitation to
destitute women; working women hostels; Support to Training and Employment Program
for women which 1s called STEP, in which my Ministry will pay the money to train
anybody; 200 women at a time, in new innovative things which are job-based.

I mentioned about the National Mission for Empowerment of Women which has
been set up to strengthen the overall process. We have a creche scheme for children of
working mothers. We have a women helpline which 1 have already mentioned about.
We have Sabla Scheme for holistic development of adolescent girls. There are so many
schemes. But the point is, every thing that vou have said in the economic area, in the

political area, in the defence area ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATT RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh) Can 1 seek one
clarification? This panic button that is going to be put on the telephones; what is the
physical backup that this has? When I press the panic button, what is the fastest reaction
time I am going to get and how?

SHRIMATI MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: Good question. It will go to the police
station, and hopefully, the police will flat-foot it immediately. But, there 1s another app
that T am trying to add to it, which will make it even better. The panic button will be
mandatory and it will be on every phone and all the previous phones will have to be
retrofitted as well. But there is one app which interests me greatly, which we will have
to buy because it has been made privately. It is that, in the same panic button, when it is
pressed, till the police come along, it alerts the ten people closest to you. Hopefully, one
out of those, will be civic-minded and will come and help you. So 1 want to make that
attachment to this. And if the panic button won't bear it, then, we will put the separate app,

which we buy and give free. ... (Interruptions)...
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SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: There is an imminent danger, as this is
known in the public about the panic button, the molester can take the phone and throw
it. So you will need to activate GPS. [ have a plan in mind and T will discuss it with you

...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: Yes; of course, 1t will be GPS activated.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: When the phone is at the nearest point and
after that, the point where the woman is taken away, is still a question mark. But, I have a
suggestion which I will discuss with you later, just to put that into action, it 1s something

I have been. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: You can tell me, because we are still at
the stage where we can ask them to refine. The other danger for it — just talking off the
top of my head — is that a child gets it and keeps pressing that button and so, you have
a wolf-wolf syndrome coming in. Hopefully, that won't happen because once women
realise that it 1s for their own good, they won't allow it to be misused. But, if the other
app can get ten people around her to take action, then it would help. Then, it is GPS
connected. I assure the hon. Member, Shrimati Patil, that my Ministry is addressing all the
concerns raised by her in the Resolution, and we will continue to work for the betterment

and safety of women.
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SHRIMATI MANEK A SANJAY GANDHI: T am not deliberating, and I am saying

that this exasts. Now, there are Sarpanches who hold their own.

But most of the Sarpanches don't. That is why we are training them so that we don't

have you as the exception.
SHRIMATT RAJANI PATIL: No, no; there are many such women.

SHRIMATT MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: The Sarpanch Pati or Pradhan Pati
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then becomes an illegal position. When we talk about it, it is a position that usually deals

with officers, which should not be. That is why we are training them.
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SHRIMATT MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: [ can't answer that because that is the
political decision that the House will have to take, and every party will have to stand by.
S0, I don't have the liberty to answer it by myself.
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SHRIMATT MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: I don't have a comment on it either.

Since we are going to be. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATT RENUKA CHOWDHURY: There 1s one other aspect which I think we
have come of age to take. You know, my hon. colleague was telling that, when a woman's
husband dies, as a widow, she has to run up and down. This is a reality. Now, why should
any woman be dependent on her status as married or unmarried or single or separated to
get any benefit for a sustainable livelihood? She 1s a citizen. An old man doesn't have to
be dependent on whether his wife 1s alive or not for him to get a pension. Why should a
woman be dependent? All the time, we are associated. You commit sati because vou have
pati. If there is no pati, there is no sati. So, this perpetuates the whole syndrome. I think
we should do away with that. If a woman 1s single and she 1s eaming or not eaming, that
1s all that depends. She should be entitled to any kind of benefits from the Government. T
think we should do away with this. There are times in the villages where the man leaves
the woman. There is a man who has two wives. Now, if he dies, one wife gets the benefit;

the other wife is left begging all the way. I think you should consider that.

SHRIMATI MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: What is the alternative? We have
pensions, we have allowances, and we have tax benefits. All three of them should be

applicable to women or men depending on what the rule is.
SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: No, they don't give it.

SHRIMATI MANEKA SANJAY GANDHI: If you are over 60 years, then, you
are entitled to a pension. All these things — none of which — are in the sphere of the
Centre. They are all State-based. Now, for instance, in Uttar Pradesh, they announced
with great dhum-dhamka Widows' Pension. That Widows' Pension was T150 a month,

which is given every six months, which is really not enough for her to live. On the top
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of that, 1t was often misused, stolen by local postman, and she never actually ever got it.
Now, it has been withdrawn completely. So, there are no pensions. ‘E{H‘a@%ﬁ ¥ I8
TS fdm 'Old Age Pension'. Some people got it in some village, some people didn't,
some people had to prove it with birth certificates, and the really poor didn't get it. And,
now, that has also disappeared. So, every State decides for itself what pensions, what
tax benefits, what reliefs it gives to men and women. It is not within the Centre's

purview at all.

SHRIMATT RENUKA CHOWDHURY: The Old Age Pension comes {rom the

centre.

SHRIMATT MANEK A SANJAY GANDHI: No, no; it doesn't. For instance, U.P's
pension comes from U.P, and now it disappeared like everything else. So, it came; then,
they stopped it for a couple of vears; then, they started again, then, it gets stopped. So,
nothing has been mandated here. If we could, perhaps, mandate, that everybody gets a
pension, then, it would help them. For instance, the hon. Prime Minister has made this
amazing Insurance Schemes of T 12 and T 325, which are the cheapest in the world
possibly, and give you a lot of benefits. There are also old-age pension Schemes. All of
which are new and innovative. All of which, over a period of time, will give you security,
should you want to take part in. That, I think, will go a long way. Perhaps, we should
have a discussion one day on schemes for women, or, just insurance schemes and old-age

schemes for women.

I would request the hon. Member to withdraw here Resolution, as we are trying our

very best to look after your concerns.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Smt. Rajni

Patil, are you withdrawing your Resolution?

il Yot uifeet: ¥R, # amen wwe g 5 e =, WAl St 7 2787 amyen w9
St gaed €1 E, L (@aE).. S ol Reers a2, swar argura g § amen
el g foh gHIRT ST 33 WREE ol ¥l 2, (St ST 3y 8l 2, dfh a8 sl @)
PR HI IS B I8 FATE FAAT &, AT AT e, Al 39U Pl Pl MaRID]
1 gaferg et ariar & | H oruT Hered ary ol §)

The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Now, we
shall take up the next item. Shri D Raja to move his Resolution regarding the need to
abolish capital punishment in the country.



