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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. P. SINGH BADNORE): Shri Motilal is
not present; Shri Husain Dalwai is not present, Shri Vivek Gupta is not present;

Shri P. L. Puma is not present.

Demand to give adequate powers to the National Commission for Minorities
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V. P SINGH BADNORE): Shri Anil Desai is

not present; Shri Praveen Rashtrapal is not present; Shri Vijay Jawaharlal Darda is
not present.

Demand to take immediate steps for restructuring of
Brahmaputra Board and constitution of

Brahmaputra River Basin Authority

SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Sir, Brahmaputra, the mighty river, passes through
China, India and Bangladesh and, as such, the 2900 km. long river shares water
with these three countries. Surging waters and floods during the monsoon season is

an annual occurrence in Assam and this affects Bangladesh too.

There was a proposal by the State Government of Assam to set up the North-
East Brahmaputra River Rejuvenation Authority (NEBRRA) to tackle the floods

T Transliteration in Urdu script.
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and the problem of erosion in Assam and the North-eastern States. However, the
Central Government has neither taken any initiative to set up the NEBRRA and
find a scientific way of controlling floods and erosion of river banks nor has it
undertaken desiltation of the Bhrahmaputra river through the proposed Brahmaputra
Valley River Basin Authority.

The Government had proposed setting up of the NEBRRA almost a year ago,
for the restructuring and revamp of the Brahmaputra Board, through a Bill in the
Parliament. The Brahmaputra Board was set up in 1981. It started its functioning on
the 11th January, 1982, with the objective of planning and integrated implementation
of measures for control of flood and river banks’ erosion in the Valley, within the
jurisdiction of the North-eastern States and the Northermn part of West Bengal, but

it 1s presently in a totally non-functional state.

With slight modifications and with a plan for more strategic all-round development
of the Brahmaputra Valley, the Assam State passed a Bill to constitute the Brahmaputra
Valley River Basin Authority by merging the proposed NEBRRA and the Brahmaputra
Board. But, till date, all proposals are pending with the Central Government.

[ urge upon the Government to take immediate action before the onset of the
monsoon and request the Government to take up the matter under the National

Disaster Management Scheme without any further delay.

Demand to give free financial assistance to farmers for
rainwater harvesting and providing them water for

irrigation and drinking
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