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MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION
Agreement of Nepal with China on transit rights and multiple train routes

SHRI PAVAN KUMAR VARMA (Bihar): Thank you, Sir. I hope I won't be
disturbed now. Sir, I was raising an issue that in the month of March, there was a visit
by the Nepalese Prime Minister, Mr. K.P. Sharma Olj, to Beijing, and, as you are aware,
Sir, several agreements were signed during that visit. It is particularly relevant for us that
among the agreements that were signed, there were agreements to provide multiple train
routes between China and Nepal, and to grant Nepal transit rights through China. Now,
obviously, Sir, this attempt to bypass the geographical interface between Nepal and India
and, to some extent, the geographical dependence of Nepal on India, by these kinds of
agreements between China and Nepal, has serious strategic implications for us. What
surprises me, Sir, is the response of our Ministry of External Affairs, which seems to
believe that because 98 per cent our trade goes through China right now, there will be no
impact of these agreements and the resentments created in Nepal by the unofficial five-
month blockade will have no strategic implications. I want to say to you, Sir, that even
though Nepal may be at the mercy of geography, as somebody put it, it should not become
the victim of diplomatic complacency. This is my point to you, and I also want to raise
the question that in the light of these agreements, what are we doing in order to further
strengthen our relationship with Nepal, including in areas such as greater access to ports,
better border roads, easier trade and transit rights, and certainly a greater interface and
interaction with the Nepalese political leadership. That is one part of it. The second part
is, what China's nefarious game going on in this region is. I say this with great respect and
we respect our relationship with China. Sir, you are aware that China still gives stapled
visas to those from Arunachal. You are still aware that they have stalled the Maulana
Masood Azhar's matter from being taken up in the U.N. And here, we have a Government
that first grants a visa to a so-called Uyghur dissident, and having granted it, withdraws
it. What is our relationship with China? Are we aware of what is going on between China

and Nepal? And, are we aware of what is going between China and Pakistan?

So, Sir, my question to you is simply this. I think that sometimes, this Government's
eye is off the strategic ball in terms of diplomacy. We saw the crisis unfold in Nepal and
now, the response to the agreements that China and Nepal have signed have met with the
kind of complacency rarely seen in the chancelleries of the world. Sir, through you, I urge
upon this Government to respond to the fact that these agreements have been signed and

they have a major impact on our strategic interest with Nepal and in the region.
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SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with the

matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

SHRI HARIVANSH (Bihar): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter raised by
Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.
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SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA (Jharkhand): Sir, I also associate myself with the
matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.
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DR. K. KESHAVA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with the

matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO (Telangana): Sir, I also associate myself with the
matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter

raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK (Goa): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA (Karnataka): Sir, I also associate myself with the

matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

fTransliteration in Urdu script.
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SHRI NEERAJ SHEKHAR (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with the

matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

DR. CHANDRAPAL SINGH YADAYV (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself

with the matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with

the matter raised by Shri Pavan Kumar Varma.

Shifting of coach manufacturing project from Kalahandi

to Visakhapatnam by Railways
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