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lights, fans, toilets and washbasins etc. are presently provided in General Second
Class coaches for the passengers. Besides, mobile/laptop charging socket, dustbins
and Braille signages are now being provided in all newly manufactured coaches and
retrofitment on existing coaches 1s also being done in progressive manner. Further,
in the Railway Budget 2016-17, introduction of Deen Dayalu coach and Antyodaya
train services were announced catering specially to General Second Class passengers.
Additional amenities viz. Water filters, Cushioned luggage racks, Toilet occupation
indication display board, Hand holds in doorway area, Enhanced mobile charging
facility etc. have been included in the design of Deen Dayalu coach as well as that

of Antyodaya service coaches.

{(b) Yes, Sir. For implementing ‘Mission Raftaar’ as announced in the Rail Budget
2016-17, a cross-functional directorate has been created in Railway Board. Gatiman
Express at maximum speed of 160 kmph. has been introduced between Delhi-Agra.
Studies are being undertaken on Delhi-Chandigarh and Chennai-Bangalore-Mysore

sections for speed upgradation of existing routes with foreign Railway collaboration.

Humsafar, Tejas and Antyodaya train services and Deen Dayalu coaches, which
were announced in the Rail Budget 2016-17, have been envisaged with additional

facilities for the passengers.

{c) No, Sir. Indian Railways has made a large number of efforts to provide
economical, comfortable and safe journey to all classes of passengers through various
measures including Deen Davalu General Class coaches to be attached to various

long distance trains.
Executive lounges at railway stations

2247. SHRI CHUNIBHAI KANJIBHAT GCHEL: Will the Minister of RAILWAY S
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Northern Railway has set up executive lounges at New Delhi Railway
Station for providing value added services to passengers, if so, the complete details

thereof;, and

(b) whether Government has any plans to set up similar lounges at railway

stations 1n various cities of Gujarat and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
{(SHRI RAJEN GOHAIN): (a) Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has commissioned an Executive Lounge offering value added services at
New Delhi railway station (Ajmeri Gate side). Further, it has been decided to set up

one more Executive Lounge at New Delhi railway station (Paharganj side).
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{(b) It has been decided to set up through IRCTC, Executive Lounges at Ahmedabad

and Vadodara railway stations in Gujarat.
Solar-powered locomotives

2248. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that Railways have initiated steps to run solar-powered

locomotives on main-line routes to reduce dependence on fossil fuels;

(b) if so, the details of steps being taken by Government to utilize solar energy

for traction needs of Railways; and
{c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) No, Sir.

{(b) Does not arise.
{c) Does not arise.
Concession to domestic tourists in luxury trains

2249, SHRI LAL SINH VADODIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

{a) whether it 1s a fact that Government is seriously considering upon giving

concession in fares to domestic tourists boarding luxury trains;
{b) 1if so, whether any step has been taken by Government in this regard; and
{c) 1l so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
{SHRI RAJEN GOHAIN): (a) to (¢) Concessions to domestic tourists on luxury tourist
trains are offered by respective State Tourism Corporations/Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC). Presently, only IRCTC offers concession on its
train Maharajas” Hxpress to domestic tourists by way of a discount of 50% to the
second tourist sharing the cabin with a fully paid adult tourist, on select departures.
Rajasthan Tourism Development Corporation, though offers no specific concession on
Palace on Wheels and Royal Rajasthan on Wheels to domestic tourists, equivalent
Indian National Rupee (INR) tarifl for Indian Passport holders is fixed by taking the
exchange rate as ¥ 60 per US§ irrespective of actual exchange rate, thereby insulating

them from the fluctuation in exchange rate.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



