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24-Hour electricity to all households
#231. SHRI DEREK " BRIEN: Will the Minister of POWER be pleased to state:

(a) the number and proportion of households, rural and urban, that have a

working electricity connection since 2013, State-wise and year-wise;

(b) the number and proportion of these households that have 24-hour supply of

electricity; and

(c) the details of steps taken by Government to provide 24-hour electricity to
all households?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF POWER (SHRI PIYUSH
GOYAL): (a) to {c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) As per Census 2011, out of total 16,78,26,730 number of housecholds
in rural areas of the country, 9,28,08,038 (55.30%) number of households were using
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electricity as maimn source of lighting. Similarly, out of total 7,88,65,937 number of
households in urban areas of the country, 7,30,89,256 (92.67%) number of households
were using electricity as main source of lighting. State-wise details of rural and urban

area households are given in Statement-l (See below).

24-hours power supply to the consumers 1s the responsibility of the respective
State Government/State Power Utilities. Union Government supports the effort of
State Government in providing electricity access and infrastructure by providing fund
under various schemes. Recently, Government of India has taken a joint mnitiative with

State Governments to provide 24x7 ‘Power for All’ by 2022 in a phased manner.



to Questions 63

[8 August, 2016]

Oral Answers

%86'LE LIRCIET TroCar’l %IETE 0S0¥IST CO6°C89Y pustyeyr 1
%P 086 0€0°LOS 89L°LLS 289708 LTSBOT'L 0T6°Ler'L TUYse?] pue nuier g
%0186 98891 €r0°991 265796 L68CITT 8ESTOLEL US9peld [BYOBLIH 6
%8196 656789°1 [06°1SL°T %91LE REECRCT £507996°T BUBATEL] 3
2%61°L6 EP6E€9TS SLEQLFS 28678 ILT6PLS EOF°SOL9 1e1RnG 2
%69°L6 £65°E61 6E1°861 %2956 80T 611 rLOYTL BOD D
%ELES T90191°1 RELBET| %S50°0L 6L8°0LOE TITHREY YTESSTHEY D <
%EL°99 TILEPE'L [L9°E10T 2%LE01 ELOPSLTL 85697691 ey k%
%80F8 6LIVE] ThL'T66 %9t 8T [TTPTe’l ECCYLES wessy t
220796 [LT€E9 168°€9 29F ¢ 0557801 €TLSE] YSIPRL] [EYIBUNLY T
26T L6 6ILPESO STTBLLY %CL 68 ESHTSLTI 60ET YL UsopEl] BIUpUY 1
saelg
8 L 9 € 1 & Z 1
Ao1noalg K102 Ao1noalg K102
Bursn Bursn Bursn Bursn
sployasnoy sployasnoy SHH Jo sployasnoy sployasnoy SHH Jo
Jo % Jo oN ON [B10], Jo % Jo oN ON [B10],
SPIOYasNOf] Ueqln] SPIOYISNOL] eI S11/521818 oN TS

T107 snsuasy 42d sp Squnody oyl ul SURYSY 40f 204n08 uput sp AIoL02]2 SUISH PIOYSSHOLT fo ON aSIm-I1/2101S

[Huaamls



to Quesiions

[RAJYA SABHA]

64 Oral Answers

0 1}

28E°T6 €66°10€°69 €8T THOSL %PT S¢S 119°8€EST6 986°CEC LI gl
1} 1}

%E1CR LTS0S €11°0s€9 %Il 0F 967 6TSC 9RT°LILEL [ESUL 1SoM 8C
1} 1}

%6F 96 61F°1LS €TTTOS %S0°ER 9CL991°1 SHRFOF'T PUBYABIEN ] L
1} 0,

2%CP 18 €6T°69079 Sel6rirL %LL €T 8L67S09 LLOSLF'ST Usepeld Ienn 9C
0 0 :

28516 r1TSIT TO0SET 26¥ 68 €L5719€ 6LLLO9 emdu], €T
1} 0 3

%1196 £€9°185°8 016768 %6L 706 oTr €898 668°€9S°6 NpBN TTWET, ¥
1} 0 E 3

%IL 86 [0€°sE 194°5€ %9106 LLT'ES 0LET6 WIS €
0 0 2

288°€6 089°106T OF6060°€ 28T 8¢ 09€°8TS°S €9E°061 6 ueyseley T
0 1} e

%abe 86 66€°650°T LIOPEOT 20876 PEEQILE TEOCIEE qelung 1<
1} 0 5

%01°E8 PE909T'T ELOLISTT %85°CE TST'S6RT TI0vr18 BUSTPO 0c
1} 1}

%ZF Lo 980°CTII PCOCIl %ZTCL 61€¥IT [16F8T pueedenN 61

%186 LIOPII €0T 911 %6L 89 RETTL PLEYOT UrBIoZTIN 81

2E6F6 617011 TOL9LL 2%LS 1S 6ELLIT LE1TTP eAR[RYTIT ‘Ll

%8ET8 161°1P1 00F°1LL %6119 Pt 0T TSL'SEE ndruepy 9l

%9196 £98°86E01 8TEE1801 %6LEL 66TC09°6 TS9910°¢E1 BAYSEIBUEIN !

%ELTO 005°69¢°E TETSPRE %ST RS P16l COETTITL ysepely BAUpE i

2%10°LE 696TISE 969°079°€ %01°C6 LELTLLE FLICE0Y BB €l

2T¥ 96 §E9°6TIS SILCIES %TL 98 TI8618°0 961 798°L BYBIEUIEY Tl

8 e g € 12 = Z !




to Questions 63

[8 August, 2016]

Oral Answers

(sIn + sawig)

%089°CH 9CT680°EL LEGCI8L 200E°CE 8€0°808°T6 0L 9TRLIL IvLe ], I D
205066 €9TUL8LE PS9°€T8E %L9°TH LTP69T L 06T (s1L.n) Tvao],
SPUB[S]
%kl Lo 695°€€ OPEFE %Lt 6L T58°9F 0E0'6S TeqoIN. PUB UBWEPUY it
%0T5'86 001°€0T €r1°90T QLL’SH SOI°L6 EE1°S6 Anayonpn 9
209966 T618 081°8 209L°66 LIST €TST doompeysyeT <
%FS 86 901°LE CCO'LE %5916 TSPTE 80F°SE T[eARH IBSBN pue BIPE(] ¥
206266 T6T'LY 1€9°LY 206T'86 TESTL 06L°T1 NIEL PUe’ HBEC] k3
%F 166 EFPEETE ETPL9TE Q6L L 99€°LL SILL6L W= jo LON g
%6886 109°+ZT 9LT°8TT %TE Lo €099 $8L9 YresIpuey) 1
SLO




66  Oral Answers [RATYA SABHA] to Questions

SHRI DEREK O BRIEN: Sir, my first supplementary is this. Tripura, Odisha
and Manipur are going to be power surplus in 2016-17. It is very good. But the
electrified rural households in those three States are somewhere between 22 and 50
per cent, whereas, in Bengal, where we became power surplus two-three years ago,

our reach, Sir, 1s around 93-94 per cent plus.

Sir, my question to the Minister is, what steps are being taken to assess the
real demand in these rural households? And how much 1s this demand? So, how
does he plan to meet this demand? Is there any plan for the assessment of the true

demand in these rural households?

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Hon. Chairman, Sir, in fact, this was a question that
grappled me the first day itsell when I took charge of this Department. When 1
was taking a review, the Central Electricity Authority officials gave me a figure that
the country’s power shortage is so much per cent.; the peak energy shortage is so
much. And, when 1 asked the question whether anybody would believe these figures,
nobody in the room was willing to confirm that ‘Yes, these figures reflect the true
reality in the country’. But the fact is that we have to depend on the States It is
the States which assess what is the number of households which still have to have
electricity, what is the amount of electricity generated out of diesel generator sets,
and we continue, as of now, to largely depend on the States to provide us the
necessary data. So, in that sense, being able to hazard a guess of what is the true

demand of the nation as such, today will not be a possibility.

However, what this Government has decided, Sir, are two things. One, we are
going to put feeder metres in every feeder in the entire country so that not a single
teeder will remain, which data will not be captured through a smart metre, coming
to a central data base, and, from that, we will be able to know how many hours of
supply are given out to every consumer in each feeder, and, {rom there, a computer
module can be made to really assess what 1s the demand of power and how much

1s actually being met.

Having said that, Sir, [ would say, the country today has sufficient capacity.
So, even if the power demand was to increase by 50 per cent, maybe, in the next
two-three years, as soon as possible, based on its existing capacity, based on the
capacities which are in the pipeline which we are going to fast-track and complete
in the near future, based on the huge thrust we are giving to renewal energy by
which we are going to expand five-fold from what it was in 2014 up to 1,75,000
MW and based on the new UMPPs and large projects that several States are also

initiating, we are very confident that for the next five, seven or even ten years, we
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have covered the country well and its potential demand well so that there will never

be a shortage in this country.

SHRI DEREK O BRIEN: Sir, five years, seven years, ten years! Anyway. [
won’t go into the details of that

But, Sir, since the Minister mentioned the States — and [ take it in the spirit
where the States have a responsibility for the last mile especially — in the reverse
way that leads to my second supplementary. There are States, like in my State in
West Bengal where we have actually transferred surplus power to neighbouring
countries and to neighbouring States. We have done it as a State. My question to
the Minister 1s: Is there a plan or does he have a concept for States like mine
who are doing this, who are transferring power to other States or to neighbouring
countries to supplement this effort with money from the Centre or other support

from the Central Government?

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Sir, I think it is not so much a question of money as it
1s a question of creating an enabling framework. We have taken two major nitiatives
that would gladden the various States which have a surplus. For those which are at
the borders and from where we can transmit power to the neighbouring countries, we
have a SAARC Framework in which all the neighbouring countries bordering India
are working together. We have MoUs with different countries, where we have Joint
Working Groups that determine which are the countries to which we could export
power. There are certain neighbours who are power-deficit. We are working with
them to create a transmission grid, so that we can evacuate power and that would
obviously give an opportunity to border States such as West Bengal. Obviously, it 1s
a two-way traffic. In fact, there are certain countries with which we have created a
transmission infrastructure up to the Indian border, but the other side has not created
the infrastructure and we have landed up m a situation where we have mnvested the
money but with no utilization of those assets. So, it 1s a framework which keeps
determining the demand-supply and we keep encouraging neighbouring countries,
because we believe India is in a position to help all the neighbouring countries to
also meet their power demand. Talking about things within the country, Sir, we have
done two things: One, we have allowed States which have surplus power to be able
to offer it on the power exchange and sell their power to those States which have a
shortage for which the thrust on transmission infrastructure by this Government has
been very, very locussed. In fact, today, we have a one nation-one grid system and
we are very fast moving towards one price on the power exchange. So, I would
urge Members to go to the Fidhyut Pravah Mobile App., at any point of time, which

would show you the price. These prices today are one rupee, one-and-a-half rupee,
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two tupees, at which thousands of megawatts of power 1is available for any State

in the country, which desires to buy it.

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: Sir, [ have a question to the hon. Minister.
During the stormy season, the open wiring gets torn, particularly in the villages,
and there is no electricity for hours. Secondly, in many areas, people take illegal
connections out of the open wirings, which cause a great loss to the Government.
Hence, my question to the hon. Minister is whether the Government has any plans
of having an underground wiring system in the near future, particularly in such

areas, to avoid all such problems.

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, open wiring is a reality. In fact,
most parts of the world continue to have open wiring. In India too, we have this
infrastructure created over several decades and to be able to convert all of this,
particularly going right up to the villages, would probably mnvolve lakhs of crores of
rupees, which I do not think any of the State Governments will be in a position to
finance. However, we are trying to encourage, at least, in those areas where there is
a dense population, moving towards underground wiring. Recently, under the Integrated
Power Development Scheme, we have sanctioned several places for converting
them into the system of underground wiring, to supplement the efforts of the State
Government. As regards power theft, Sir, in the new Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gram
Jyvoti Yojana and the IPDS, we are trying to encourage State Governments to go in
more for aeral-bunched cables or better technology cables where it 1s not possible

to do the hooking up of the wires, by the katiyabaaz that we often talk about.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, there is very limited time and so, I would

put a very quick question. If you can’t answer that, please send me the reply.

Number one, as per the figures given by vou, more than 45 per cent rural
households are yet to get an electricity connection, not because they don’t demand
electricity, but because either the infrastructure did not reach there or they cannot
afford the present prices. This is also creating a problem for the power generators.
Their capacity-utilization 1s becoming a problem. And it 1s also affecting their
economics. You may also know that the power sector is a very big contributor to the
Non-Performing Assets of the banks. How are you going to address these problems?
I think all the three issues need to be addressed squarely.

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Sir, as far as rural households are concerned, the creation
of infrastructure for providing power to the rural households 1s the responsibility
of State Governments. The Central Government supplements that effort through the
Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana. We are confident that by 2019, in the
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entire nation, every home will have an electric connection, or, at least, the ability
to take an electric connection if they so want. The problems of generators are being
resolved. In fact, the NPA problems are much less today than what they were earlier
Problems in projects are getting resolved. I assure the Member that with the growing
demand of power, with economic growth having taken a huge boost in the last two

years, | quite confident that power generation will also increase.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over. The House 1s adjourned till 2.00 pm.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Compensation to coal companies

*232. DR. K. V. P RAMACHANDRA RAO: Will the Minister of COAL be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has released compensation to the companies, whose coal

allocations were cancelled by the Supreme Court;
(by 1if so, the details thereof, and
(c) the details of compensation paid, company-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COAL (SHRI PIYUSH
GOYAL): (a) to (c) As per the provisions of the Coal Mines (Special Provisions)
Act, 2015 and Rules made thereunder compensation for Land and Mine Infrastructure
in respect of Schedule-I Coal Mines can be disbursed to the Prior Allottees only
after issuance of Vesting/Allotment Order to the Successful Bidders/Allottees. Out of
204 coal mines cancelled by the Hon’ble Supreme Court, Vesting/Allotment Order
has been issued in respect of 71 coal mines so far. The compensation for Land and
Mine Infrastructure in respect of these coal mines, wherever applicable, has been
received from the Successful Bidders/Allottees as a part of Fixed Amount payable.
The process of settlement of claims as per Section 9 of the Act was initiated with
respect to these coal mines. However, several Prior Allottees had filed Writ Pettitions
before High Courts challenging, inter-alia, the provisions of the Act and methodology
for calculation of the compensation. In some of these cases, High Courts had granted
stay on settlement of claims. As such, the compensation could not be disbursed to
the Prior Allottees in view of High Courts Orders.

The stay orders passed by Hon’ble High Courts in some of the above cases have
been vacated between the period November’” 2015 to April” 2016 and thus the process

of settlement of claims of Secured Creditors, Central Govemment, State Government,



