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4. North-East Meghalaya Development of Umiam 99.13 19.83
India Lake-Ulum Sohpetbneng-
Circuit Mawdiangdiang under North

East Circuit of Swadesh
Darshan Scheme

5. Buddhist Madhya Buddhist sites of Madhya — 74.94 14.99
Circuit Pradesh Pradesh (Mandsaur-Dhar-
Sanchi - Satna - Rewa)

ToTaL 441 .43 88.29

India's ranking in tourism and travel competitiveness

2769, SHRIAMAR SHANKAR SABLE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be

pleased to state:

(a) the ranking of India on tourism and travel competitiveness index in view

of air transport infrastructure and surface transport infrastructure;

(b) if so, present status in this regard, steps proposed to be taken by

Government to improve this situation;

(¢) whether India ranks 135th in terms of airport density and 90th in terms

of quality of roads among 139 countries, if so, reaction of Government thereto;

(d) steps taken by Government to improve quality of transport infrastructure;

and

(e) details of integrated scheme approved and monitored by Ministry as
part of Product Infrastructure Development at Destinations and Circuits/product
(PIDDC) scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM
(DR. MAHESH SHARMA): (a) to (d) As per the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness
Index (TTCI) 2015, of the World Economic Forum, India ranks 35th in Air
Transport Infrastructure and 30th in Ground and Port Infrastructure from 141
countries of the world. India ranks 136th in terms of airport density and 76th in
terms of quality of roads according to TTCI Report 2015, while according to the
2013 Report, India ranked 136th in terms of airport density and 85th in terms of
quality of roads.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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The overall TTCI ranking of India has improved to 52nd in 2015 as compared
to 65th in 2013.

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has formulated "Bharatmala”
Pariyojana with a view to improve the road connectivity to coastal/border areas,
backward areas, religious places, tourist places, construction/rehabilitation/widening
of about 1,500 major bridges and 208 Railway Over Bridges (ROBs)/Railway
Under Bridges (RUBs) on National Highways (NHs) and improvement of newly
declared NHs providing connectivity to District Head Quarters. Development of
road infrastructure enhances the overall development of the area besides giving

boost to tourism in the country.

Domestic air transport services have been decontrolled and deregulated.
Government has laid down route dispersal guidelines with a view to achieve better
connectivity to remote areas and different regions of the country. It 1s, however,
up to the airlines to provide air services to specific places depending upon the
traffic demand and commercial viability. As such the airlines are free to operate
anywhere in the country subject to compliance of route dispersal guidelines issued

by the Government.

For improvement of connectivity, CFA is provided by Ministry of Tourism
under the Schemes Swadesh Darshan and PRASAD for the components like last
mile connectivity, heliports, helipads, airstrips, ropeways, procurement of equipment

for eco-friendly modes of tourist transport, etc.

(&) Product/Infrastructure Development for Destinations and Circuits
(PIDDC) Scheme for States was delinked from Union Support -2015-16, pursuant
to acceptance of the 14th Finance Commission's recommendation for higher
devolution of 42% to States from Union taxes and duties. Consequently, MoT has
launched two Schemes namely- Swadesh Darshan Scheme for Integrated
Development of Tourist Circuits around Specific Themes and National Mission on
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) to beautify

and improve amenities and infrastructure at major pilgrimage sites in the country.
Promotion of religious tourism

2770, SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to

state:

{a) whether it is a fact that Government had planned a fund for promotion
of religious tourism in regard to Ramayana circuit, Krishna circuit and Buddhist

circuit, the details thereof;



