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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

National R&D Expenditure 0.88 0.90 0.85 0.90 NA
as percentage of GDP

Note: NA- Not Available
Source: 1. 2011 Figures for R&D as a % of GDP - DST R&D Statistics 2011-12;

2. 2012 to 2014 Figures for R&D as a % of GDP - Battelle, R&D Magazine, 2014.
(b) No, Sir. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research has not received
any directive from the Government to generate half of its funds.

(¢) The Government has not cut funding for research institutes in the field of
Science and Technology.

Budgetary allocation for the welfare of SCs

*283. KUMARI SELJA: Will the Minister of SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether a large number of people belonging to the Scheduled Castes (SCs)

are living below the poverty line and do not possess any assets;
(b) if so, the percentage of such people out of the total population of the country,

(¢) whether the number of such people has increased and if so, the details
thereof and Govermment's reaction thereto; and

(d) the budgetary allocation made for the welfare of Scheduled Castes (SCs)
during each of the last two years along with the utilisation of the said funds?

THE MINISTER OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT (SHRI THAAWAR
CHAND GEHLOT): (a) and (b) As informed by the NITI Aayog, estimated poverty
for the year 2011-12 following the Tendulkar Committee methodology and based on
the data collected by National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), the Scheduled Castes
(SC) population living below the poverty line was 31.50% in rural areas and 21.70%
in urban areas. As per 2011 Census, conducted by the Registrar General of India
(RGI), the SC households without any assets were 99.95 lakh which was 22.60%
of the total SC households.

(¢) No, Sir. The SC population percentage below poverty line has decreased in
2011-12 compared to 2004-05 as per the erstwhile Planning Commission estimates.
The percentage of SC persons living below the poverty line was 53.50% in rural
areas 40.60% in urban areas in 2004-05, however this decreased to 31.50% in rural
areas and 21.70% in urban areas in 2011-12.



46 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

The percentage of SC households in 2001 without any assets as per Census 2001
conducted by RGI was 42.60% of the total SC households numbering 152 lakhs.
The percentage of SC households in 2011 without any assets as per Census 2011
had reduced to 22.60% numbering 99.95 lakh households.

(d) The Statement 21 of the Expenditure Budget Vol-I reflects the budgetary
allocation for the welfare of SCs and utilization of the funds. The budgetary allocation
made for the welfare of Scheduled Caste persons at the Central level during 2014-15
and 2015-16 was ¥ 50548.16 crores and I 30850.88 crores respectively. Out of this,
actual expenditure during 2014-15 was ¥ 30035.07 crores.

Problems faced by Indians in Gulf countries

%284, SHRI RAM KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Indians living and working in Gulf countries have been facing
several new problems for the last two years;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the steps taken by Government to resolve these
problems;

(¢) whether there has been a considerable rise in the number of Non-Resident
Indians (NRIs) coming back from Saudi Arab in the last one year; and

(d) if so, the number of Indians coming back to India and the reasons therefor
and the steps being taken by Government to help the Non-Resident Indians coming
back to India?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAIJ):
(a) to (d) There is around 8 million strong resident Indian community in the Gulf
countries. An estimated 70% of them are blue collar workers. Indian Missions in
Gulf countries receive various types of complaints from Indian workers including
non-payment/delayed payment of wages, sudden closure of companies, ill treatment,
excessive working hours, filing false charges with police authorities, withholding of
passports, dishonouring terms of the contract, exit visa, etc.

The economies of Gulf countries are facing an economic downturn due to fall in
crude oil prices. In particular, those employed in oil and gas and construction sectors
are among the most vulnerable where downsizing and lay-offs have been reported.
There are some reports of Indian workers being asked to leave before completion

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



