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(b) and (c) The Government is already implementing the Market Intervention Scheme
(MIS) for procurement of agricultural and horticultural commodities including onion which
are perishable in nature and are not covered under the Price Support Scheme (PSS). The
objective of intervention is to protect the growers of these commodities from making
distress sale in the event of a bumper crop during the peak arrival period when the prices
tend to fall below economic levels and cost of production. The MIS is implemented on the
specific request of the State Government/UT Administration willing to share loss with the
Central Government on 50:50 basis (75:25 in case of North Eastern States). No proposal
has been received from any State Government so far. Other steps to ensure remunerative
price to farmers, including onion growers are facilitating direct marketing, contract farming,
setting up of private markets, farmer-consumer markets and e-markets as well as providing
market information to farmers on prices and arrivals in regulated markets on AGMARKNET
portal.

Decline in production of foodgrains

2982. SHRI CHUNIBHAI KANJIBHAI GOHEL.: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether India's farm sector shrank for the first time in five years, if so, the reasons
therefor;

(b) the total foodgrain production for the last 11 months ending 28 February, 2016
and how much the production has declined; and

(c¢) the factors responsible for the decline in farm sector?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA): (a) to (c) The year 2013-14 was an
excellent agricultural year with very good quantity and distribution of monsoon rainfall in
the country. Consequently, production of most of agricultural crops registered increase
over their production during the previous years.

On account of deficit/deficient rainfall in many parts of the country during monsoon,
2014 and unseasonal rains/hailstorm during February-March, 2015, production of
agricultural crops during 2014-15 was lower than the previous years. The year 2015-16
also suffered from erratic/deficient rainfall with higher rainfall deficiency than the previous
year i.e. 2014-15. Consequently, the production of most of agricultural crops during
2015-16 also remained lower than their production levels achieved during 2013-14.

Production of agricultural crops in the country is estimated for the agricultural year as
awhole i.e. from July, 2015 to June, 2016. As per 4th Advance Estimates (latest available),
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total production of foodgrains in the country during 2015-16 is estimated at 252.22 million
tonnes which is marginally higher than their estimated production of 252.02 million tonnes
for the agricultural year 2014-15.

Policy on Herbicide Tolerant crops

2983. SHRI K. K. RAGESH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether the Swaminathan Task Force on Applications of Agricultural
Biotechnology had recommended against the use of Herbicide Tolerant (HT) crops in the

country and that Government had adopted the recommendations in 2004; and
(b) if so, whether the Ministry has adopted a policy on such HT crops as of now?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) The Swaminathan Task Force
on Application of Agricultural Biotechnology has not recommended against use of
Herbicide Tolerant crops. It has however, indicated that breeding for Herbicide Tolerant
crops may have low priority in several parts of India where there are large numbers of
landless labour families. It also states that the priorities will have to be determined both on
the basis of agro-climatic and socio-economic factors, region by region. Central Government

accepted the report of Biotechnology Task Force in 2004,

(b) There is no direct policy stated in the Task Force Report on the issue of Herbicide
Tolerant (HT) crops.

Measures to improve livelihood of small land holding farmers

$2984. DR. SATYANARAYAN JATTYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the number of big, medium and small farmers, category-wise, in the country in

terms of agricultural acreage; and

(b) the number of farmers having less than two hectares of land or small land holding
and the measures taken to ensure livelihood of such farmers and agricultural labourers

and the number of beneficiaries in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA): (a) According to the latest Agriculture

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



