124 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(c) the number of antiquities documented so far, budget allocations made for
the purpose and the action plan drawn up by Government to expedite documenting

of all the antiquities, existing/found in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(by The National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities (NMMA) was established
in 2007 with the mandate to prepare two National Registers:

(1) National Register on Built Heritage and Sites and

(i1) National Register on Antiquities.

(¢) So far NMMA has documented 15.00 lakh antiquities approx. from different
sources. During the last three years, NMMA has been allocated funds as under:

(Rupees in crores)

2013-14 2.00
2014-15 7.19
2015-16 5.50

As part of action Plan, NMMA gets the documentation of antiquities done
by outsourcing through Documentation Resource Centres (DRCs) which comprise
Universities, State Archaeological Departments, State Museum Departments, Endowment
Boards, Research Institutes, Trusts, NGOs etc. The DRCs are identified by NMMA
in association with State Level Implementation Committees (SLIC), constituted for
the purpose in different States. The projects awarded to the DRCs are monitored by
SLICs, Finance Committee and Monitoring Committee. As part of the Action Plan
agreements will be signed with DRCs and more institutions would be identified to
undertake documentation of Antiquities available with National Museums, State and
Private Museums, ASI and Site Museums etc. for expediting the work of documentation

of antiquities available in the country.
Conservation projects in other countries by ASI

T1044. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is executing conservation

projects in other countries also;

(by if so, the details thereof, and

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(c¢) the names of countries in which ASI is working on, for archaeological survey

and conservation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) to {(c¢) Yes;, Sir. On request from Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has taken up conservation work of Ta Prohm
Temple in Cambodia, Vat Phu Temple in Lao PDR and Ananda Temple in Myanmar.
These projects are completely funded by MEA.

Portal for conservation activities of ASI

11045, SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government is going to start a portal for the conservation activities
done by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI); and

(by if so, by when this portal would be stated?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. A portal for recording conservation activities of
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has been mitiated.

Under-water Archacological Wing of ASI
T1046. SHRI HARIVANSH: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Under-water Archaeological Wing of ASI has

been inactive for the last seven years;

(by whether it is also a fact that there are only six under-water experts for
7500 km. coastal frontiers; and

(c) the steps being taken by Government for the promotion of exploration of

the coastal areas having immense potential?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(by Yes, Sir. There are only a few under-water experts in India.

(¢) The work of Under-water Archaeology Wing (UAW), ASI, Red Fort, Delhi
has been shifted to Goa to undertake Documentation and Exploration of Coastal Sites

in collaboration with National Institute of Oceanography, Goa.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



