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Need to curb growing religious fundamentalism in the country immediately

SHRI DEREK O' BRIEN (West Bengal): Sir, it is impossible to speak on this subject

in three minutes, but I will because it is Zero Hour.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You are capable of doing that.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Sir, regarding religious fundamentalism, what has been
happening in the last one week, the last few days, the last one month and the last two
years, is a dangerous disturbing situation. If it happens for the first time, we can call it a
mistake; if it happens for the second time, we can call it a bigger mistake; if it happens
for the third time, we can call it a blunder; but, if it happens and happens and happens, 1
have to say, Sir, that it is a decision. I believe this is happening not because of a mistake;
this is a decision of this Government. Otherwise, Sir, the Defence Minister of the country
would not have said what he said yesterday. After the dalit suicides, so many of us went
and saw that there are people dying because of what happened in different parts of the
country. It is not just an aberration. It is the decision of the Government to do this. Sir,
for fifteen rupees, people are being killed for buying a biscuit just because they are dalits.
In Haryana, there are people who are forced to eat cow dung. Sir, let me tell you, I am
a gau-sewak, we are all gau-sewaks. But in the name of gau-sewak, don't cross the line.
Don't cross the line and become gau-rakshak, please. This is the situation which has
gone beyond the borders of this country. The Government must be aware of it because
this is not a fluke, and, as they are taking these decisions, these are not aberrations. The
Government must read as to what the United Nations Human Rights Council's Special
Report on Minority Rights had to say about our country. They have said, 'caste-affected

discrimination happening in India' with 'minority-like characteristics'. The Government
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also has to listen to the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom.

There are so many others which are saying like this.

Yesterday, an MP from the Ruling Party called someone — and it is unparliamentary
— 'an idiot' just because he disagreed with you. So what if I disagree with you; be open-
hearted. Please read Article 48 of the Constitution. ...(Interruptions)... It is not a country
we are used to live in, and, I keep saying that the smaller the minority you are in this
country, the more oppressed you are and the more this country gives you the chance to
express yourselves. But this Government, the Ministers in the Government, the people
associated with the Ruling Party, they are shooting their mouths off every day. I want to
challenge this Government and tell them that once and for all, the Prime Minister needs
to come and say that these are, in fact, mistakes; this is not the decision, this is not the
thinking of the Government. Anything you want to tweet on and pass a comment on. Let
the Prime Minister come here and assure us that we can live in the 'India’ we know, 'India’

having 'unity in diversity'. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Sir, I associate myself with the issue raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI RAVI PRAKASH VERMA (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with

the issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Sir, I also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL (Maharashtra): Sir, I also associate myself with the

issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with the

issue raised by the hon. Member.
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THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): Sir, in
the context of whatever Mr. Derek has spoken here, and, since the Defence Minister is
present here, I would like to say something. Sir, I have with me a photo of the Defence
Minister; it is with the headline 'Parrikar takes swipe on actor (Aamir) saying that' "those
who speak like this must be taught lesson." Sir, may I ask him, what type of lesson he
is going to teach us so that everybody knows it? Through this House, the entire nation
should be told as to what type of action and lesson he is going to teach to the minorities
of this country. Let him speak. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI PARVEZ HASHMI: Speak about dalits also; not only minorities.

...(Interruptions)...
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SHRIMANOHAR PARRIKAR: Sir, | would say only one thing. Let the Members see
the video themselves, and then they won't go by the newspaper report. ... (Interruptions)...

Let them see the video themselves and make up their mind. ... (Inferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: See the video. ...(Interruptions)... He is saying, 'see
the video'. ... (Interruptions)... No, no. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Yechury.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): Sir, what the Minister said is highly

objectionable. He is talking about. ... (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He says, 'see the video'. ... (Inferruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Sir, the video. ...(Interruptions)... On what has
appeared, let him tell. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He is denying that. ... Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Then, let him contradict. ... (Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He is denying that. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Let him contradict in the media. What he said is
absolutely objectionable. ... (fnterruptions)... That cannot be accepted. ... (Interruptions)...
It is a matter that borders on the question of privilege. ... (Interruptions)... Tomorrow, are
you going to threaten me, and say that there will be social boycott; we will make them

withdraw what they have said.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Minister said, "Please sce the video."

...(Interruptions)... It means that he has not said that. ... (Inferruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Let him contradict. Let him tell the media.
...(Interruptions)... Let him tell the media that he did not say that. ... (Inferruptions)...

SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR: What is quoted is not what I have said.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is what he is saying. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR: I never took name of anyone, ... Interruptions)...

nor have I threatened anyone.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, Ram Gopal ji. ... (Interruptions)... The Minister
says that he did not say that. ...(Inferruptions)... Yes, Ram Gopal ji. ... (Interruptions)...
The Minister says that he did not say that. ... Interruptions)...

PROF. RAM GOPAL YADAV (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I have seen the video. fifeex
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now he had denied it.
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...(Interruptions)...
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Gsht ArararY: s SavTafc i, s A A 91 g Al . @@ET).

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav has seen the video, Sir.

...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, listen to me. ... (Interruptions)...
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SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Sir, he has seen the video. ...(Inferruptions)... The

video has been seen. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What can 1 do? ...(Interruptions)... 1 cannot do
anything. ... (Interruptions)... 1 cannot do anything. ... (Interruptions)...

FTransliteration in Urdu script.
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SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Sir he is the raksha mantri. ... (Interruptions)... Ask

him to apologise. ... (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you want a discussion ... (Interruptions)...
SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: What raksha is he doing? ... (Inferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I told you, if you want a discussion, we can consider.
Give notice. Otherwise, I cannot do anything now. ...(Interruptions)... Please go back.
...(Interruptions)... Hon. Members, please. ...(Inferruptions)... Hon. Members, there
cannot be a solution to any problem by shouting like this. ... (nterruptions)... If you are
really in need of a solution, searching for a solution, there are rules in the Book. Even if

a Minister has made ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Under which rule has he made that statement, Sir?

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please listen. ... (Interruptions)... I am coming to that.
...(Interruptions)... Please allow me. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: Sir, ... (Interruptions)... A Member of Parliament
can be pardoned, but the Defence Minister and the Home Minister are saying like that.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is what I am saying. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: They are supposed to protect the territorial integrity
of the country. Is this the way of protecting the territorial integrity of the country?
...(Interruptions)... You are alienating your own people. You are alienating your own

countrymen. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Ghulam Nabi ji ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Not only alienating, but they are also intimidating.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yechury ji, sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Nothing is

going on record now. ... (Interruptions)...
SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: *

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: *

*Not recorded.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Nothing is going on record. ... (Interruptions)... Now
nothing is going on record. ...(Interruptions)... Let me complete what I have to say.
...(Interruptions)... I was to say something, but you did not allow. ... (Interruptions)... It is

not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
3f} areft ot SR (fJEw): *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... 3R
gl ...(@@EE)... R ST gFYl L. (@aer)... That is what [ am saying,
...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ..(Interruptions).. It is not going on record.
...(Interruptions)... 1 am only saying this. ... Interruptions)... Sfs, Sfsul (9.
am only saying that if a Minister or any senior leader or for that matter any Member has
made a statement inside or outside, and if that is a provocative statement, certainly, the
rules take care of that. There is a rule. That is the first thing. If you think the Minister
has misled the House by his statement, again, there are rules to take care of that. So, I
will request you. If you don't have the Rules Book, I will spend money from my pocket
and supply a Rules Book to everybody. ... (Interruptions)...

sfY wrcfter avg s (SR e *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Listen. ...(Interruptions)... Yes, to them also.
...(Inferruptions)... SEEIRIERT ...(IHTH)....

There are umpteen rules in this book to take care of a Minister or a Member if he
has misled the House. You are saying directly that you have got the video with you. If you
are sure that he has misled the House, there are rules. ... (Interruptions)... Let me proceed.
...(Interruptions)... You are free to do that. ... (Interruptions)... Why are you troubling me
for that? ... (Interruptions)... You give notice for taking action. Why do you want me to
take action? ... (Interruptions)... How can I take action? ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Sir, we are not asking you to take action.
...(Interruptions)... We are not giving you any trouble. We will give you a notice. We are
only saying that he is the Raksha Mantri of the country. He is spreading asuraksha he is
spreading tension, he is spreading intimidation. He is supposed to take care of the country
and the people. ...(Interruptions)... You say that it is wrong. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Zero Hour matters. ...(Interruptions)... Prof.
Ram Gopal Yadav, your Zero Hour matter. ... (Interruptions)... WV X9 TUTel ATGT ST BT
SIRTSER B ...(aem ). .

sft areft arrax S SUAHTf S, ART R .. (ae). ..

*Not recorded.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sorry. Shri Ali Anwar Ansari, 39T 21

Plight of labourers from Bihar within the country and abroad
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SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time over. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Rajeev Shukla to
associate. ... (Interruptions)...
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