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Withdrawal of services by Alliance Airlines from Kolkata and North-East

SHRI AHAMED HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, a very disturbing trend is being
noticed in the operation of Alliance Air in the East and North-East of India which is
operating from Kolkata base. The Alliance Air is gradually but steadily reducing its
operation in this part. It has stopped operating from Kolkata to Ranchi, Patna, Durgapur,
Bhubaneswar, Dimapur, Imphal and Aizawal. Alliance Air was operating 65 flights per
week in this region. Now, the number of flights and days has been drastically reduced
without adequate reason. Sir, there is reason for apprehension that Alliance Air service
will completely withdraw its services from April 2017 as no newly acquired ATR 72
Aircraft is placed in Kolkata and the last ATR 42 which is now operating from Kolkata
will have to stop its services within a short time because it will cross its specified lifespan
in March 2017.

Sir, as we all know, Kolkata is the historic gateway to the Eastern region of India;
the main engineering and maintenance base for ATR 42 is here. From the beginning,
the entire infrastructure and other facilities including Hunger and skilled manpower are
available in this base. It was carrying out all major inspection and maintenance schedule
upto 4C checks. The Kolkata Base is fully capable to do this job for other types of aircraft
also including the new ATR 72s. But, unfortunately, the management is purposefully
ignoring Kolkata Base and instead, planning to carry out checks at other cities. After the
induction of new ATR 72 aircraft, its engineering base has been shifted from Kolkata to

other place. Engineers and technicians are being transferred to other cities.

Sir, now, only one ATR 42 aircraft based in Kolkata is operating in this region. But
it has become at least 22 years old and has to stop its service within next eight months,
i.e. March 2017.

Though Alliance Air has recently acquired 8 modern ATR 72 aircraft, not a single

one has been placed in service in this part or stationed at Kolkata base.

Sir, so my request is that the authority should place at least two ATR 72 aircraft
at Kolkata, revive the old routes and schedules and should not close down the existing

maintenance base at Kolkata. Thank you, Sir.

SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I associate myself with the

matter raised by the hon. Member.
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SHRI RITABRATA BANERJEE (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with
the matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with the

matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with the

matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI (Maharashtra) : Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI K.T.S. TULSI (Nominated) : Sir, [ also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, while I associate myself with this
issue, I would like to say that Alliance Air is a subsidiary of Air India but run by temporary
workers, who are working there for more than 20 years. And, when the service is gradually
getting reduced, it is fraught with danger that the whole subsidiary will be done away
with. This is a dangerous thing, killing the employment and also service of Alliance Air in
entire eastern India. Sir, through you, I urge upon the Government to seriously take note
of this and respond appropriately so that all the services are restored, and the employees
who have been made to work for 20 years as temporary workers are also done away with,

and they should be taken in regular employment. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, okay; that is all. ... (Interruptions)... Anyhow,
suddenly cancelling the service is not proper. Naqviji, please bring it to the notice of the

Civil Aviation Minister.

FTransliteration in Urdu script.



Matters raised [4 August, 2016] with permission 23

D B TG & T A 9T GOE B HATT A o T
($ AR AR ThdD): 3P 2, TR A GG 7 Sl I Pal 8, 39 R § Fefer
T 919 HHT

SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Sir, I also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, thank you.

Closure of Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Information Technology
in Amethi, Uttar Pradesh
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it Sy St g1 s ot 94Tl Now, Shri Rajeev Shukla has given notice.
He has to associate himself with it. ...(Interruptions)... Please. Shri Rajeev Shukla has

given notice. So he should associate. ... (Interruptions)...



