354 Statements by [RATYA SABHA] Ministers

Ministry of Water Resources has launched a State Sector Scheme for Repair,
Renovation and Restoration (RRR) of water bodies which has multiple objectives like
comprehensive improvement and restoration of water bodies thereby increasing tank

storage capacity, groundwater recharge, increased availability of drinking water etc.

The House then adiourned for lunch at one minute past one af the clock

The House reassembled after lunch at two of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS — Contd
Kokrajhar militant attack on the 5th August, 2016

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, statement by hon. Home Minister, Shri Raj
Nath Singh.
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SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Sir, [ want to seek a few clanfications from the

hon. Home Minister as it 1s an incident, which 1s... .. {Interruptions). .
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, yes. Please seek.

SHRI RIPUN BORA: Sir, the first thing, to which [ would like to draw the
kind attention of the hon. Home Minister 1s that this entire area, the incident area
and the BTAD area, comprising of four Districts, has been an extremist-prone area
for the last twenty years, and, considering this aspect, our earlier State Government
deployed three companies of CRPF and other security forces. But what has happened
is that just after the elections, when the new Government took office, immediately

those security forces were withdrawn from that area. It is one aspect.

Now, | come to what happened afterwards. There is very strong Central Intelligence
input that these types of incidents may take place before 15th of August. In spite
of that information, the State Govermnment is taking the matter very lightly. They
did not deploy... ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question.

SHRI RIPUN BORA: One minute, Sir. That area 1s a very, very sensitive area. The

State Government has failed to anticipate the security vulnerability... ... (Inferruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question.

SHRI RIPUN BORA: And, they did not deploy there the security forces that
day. My question 1s: When nearly 4,000 people gathered there, why was this lapse
there on the part of the State Government? My third question is this. There is now
a controversy on the identity of the extremist who was killed in the encounter by
the Army. The police and the intelligence declared his name as Manjay Boro. But
when the police called his parents to identify the dead body, the parents denied it

saying that this was not of their son. So, this controversy has also created a mystery.

My last question to the hon. Home Minister is this. Immediately after the
incident, the National Intelligence Agency people went there the next day. We also
went there and met them. But now there i1s a doubt, according to the information
which we have got, that the State Government 1s not favouring the inquiry by NIA.
So, my demand is that the inquiry should be conducted by NIA.

On these four pomnts, 1 want the clarifications from the hon. Home Minister.
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SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY (West Bengal): Sir, we share the agony and

anguish of the hon. Members. And we also condemn the brutal attack on innocent

people. But this 1s not the first time that this has happened there. As someone has
said, such incident took place in that particular area of Kokrajhar in December, 2014

when more than 70 persons were killed. In that District, Bengali Muslims comprise
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twenty-one per cent of the population. It 1s bordering West Bengal, particularly the
Cooch Behar District of West Bengal. During December, 2014, hundreds of villagers
had to flee to Cooch Behar District of West Bengal and our hon. Chief Minister,
Ms. Mamata Banerjee, had to arrange for their shelter, food, medical treatment, etc.
Again, this has happened and one of the Mimsters of Assam is on record saying
that it was not a planned attack; it was an unplanned attack and that is why the
Government did not have any information; and the security forces reached the spot
half an hour or one hour after the incident. That s why they could not prevent it.
But this is not an isolated incident. Kokrajhar District has been affected by it for
long. The so-called Bodo agitation was there. And after the Peace Agreement of
2005, people thought that the situation would improve. Again, this has happened.
The clarification that I would like to seek from the hon. Minister is whether it is a
case of Intelligence [ailure. If that be the case, whether the Government of India is
advising the State Government to take appropriate steps for improving the Intelligence

mechanism to prevent recurrence of such incidents in future in a diligent manner.
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SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the Home Minister keeps making strong

statements against terrorism indicating that the country is on permanent vigil on

the 1ssue of terrorism. Despite that, such a terror act took place in Assam. [ would
like to know this from the Home Minister. Was there really an Intelligence failure
or a security lapse? Also, how do you maintain coordination between the Central
Intelligence agencies and the State Intelligence agencies? After elections, the BIP
1s 1n power in Assam. Now we have witnessed this terror attack. 1 do not know
if the situation turns into some kind of a communal conflict. The Home Minister
must clarify how the coordination between the Central Intelligence agencies and the
State Intelligence agencies is maintained. Was there really a security lapse or an
Intelligence failure? You tell this to the Parliament, the House, so that we can all
collectively put our heads together to prevent such incidents which keep on happening

in different parts of our country.
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SHRI AHAMED HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, I want to ask our hon. Home

Minister some questions regarding this massacre. | appreciate that he has strongly

condemned the incident. I remember that last time, when innocent Santhal adivasis
were killed, our Home Minister went to the spot and he took strong steps and the

problem was tackled immediately. I, personally, congratulate our Home Minister for that.

But, now, I want to ask him. This has been going on in the lower Assam for
the last 20-25 vears. In 1993-94 also, there was a huge massacre. After that many

massacres have taken place.

Secondly, nearly six lakh people fled their homes a few years back and became

refugees. It 1s a human.. (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question.

SHRI AHAMED HASSAN: Yes, Sir. My first question 1s this. Hon. Home
Minister has not mentioned in the statement, as to which group has done this type
of massacre this time. Secondly, from where does these terrorists get these types
of sophisticated arms and ammunition? What is the report? Who is providing them
money to create this tvpe of chaos in our country? My third question is: As it has
been happening at regular intervals, why are you not considering creating a Gram
Raksha Vahini or Village Defence Force? . .(Time-Bell rings).. Just a minute, Sir.
{Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have asked three questions. ...(Inferruptions)...

Three questions will do.

S1. A AR WY (ere): sugumfa weiey, elavsk § of sudid) gqdl
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SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA (Assam): Sir, hon. Home Minister has made
a statement, but many questions had been raised on this. There were questions
about intelligence failure, removal of security forces, which were on duty there,
about two months back and the questions about preparedness of the administration.
T will not touch upon these subjects because these have already been mentioned. My
limited question 1s this. Militancy has gone down n Assam and it 1s in everybody’s
knowledge that their numbers are going down. They are only a few because they
are either on ceasefire or with talks with the Government of India or the State
Government. With this reduced trend, how can the militants commit such a huge
massacre? The main thing is illegal weapons. My question is: Is the Government
going to take any step to reduce and ban illegal weapons m Assam, particularly,
in those affected areas? The militants are less in number and their leaders are in
other countries, in the neighbouring countries. What step is the Government going
to take to bring back those militant leaders who are in the neighbouring countries

and put them before the law?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Home Minister.
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SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: What about migrant illegal workers?
sft Trorer Rig: 31 qla foar 2

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is okay. Now, Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda to move
the Mental Health Care Bill, 2013.

GOVERNMENT BILL
The Mental Health Care Bill, 2013

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA): Sir, | move:

That the Bill to provide for mental health care and services for persons
with mental illness and to protect, promote and fulfill the rights of such
persons during delivery of mental health care and services and for matters

connected therewith or incidental thereto, be taken into consideration.
The question was proposed.
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): I am on a point of order.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What is your point of order?



