40 Matters raised [RAJYA SABHA] with Permission
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SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I also associate
myself with the Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

Concern over the increasing incidents of attacks by Gau Rakshaks
in various parts of the country
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the dalits"? Is that the license to attack the non-dalits? Is that the license to attack
our religious minorities? Remember, in the name of this Gau Raksha business, the

first person to have died, who has been killed, was Akhlaq and, therefore, this is an
issue on which we have been asking the Prime Minister repeatedly standing here.
I have been requesting the Prime Minister, for once, please assure us in the House,
and, through us, the people of the country, that his Government, this Government,
will abide by the rule of the law. If there are people violating the law, action will
be taken against them. That assurance, unfortunately, has not come till date. What
we want is, what the action that is going to be taken is. Sir, this reminds us one
of the Machiavellian dictums, when Machiavelli tells the Prince how to win the
hearts of the people. One of the dictums is, "First show the people the worst that
is possible under your rule; then proceed with restraint not to do that and people
will heave a sigh of relief and say that what a great benefactor he is." What is
happening and what the Prime Minister is saying are totally unrelated. We want
this assurance from this Government that the law of the land will be protected and
action will be taken against those violating this law of the land. That assurance,
unfortunately, has not come. The reason why I am raising this issue is that in the
name of cow vigilantism today, there is havoc that is being spread in the country;
innocent people’s lives have been taken away, and we know how the dalits are being
attacked. So, keeping this in mind, I want, through you, to tell this Government to
give that assurance. Once let the Prime Minister come and say in Parliament that
those who violate law in our country will be proceeded against and action will
be taken. That assurance has not come and that must come now, and that is why
I have raised this issue. This cow vigilantism must be stopped now.



Oral Answers [9 August, 2016] to Questions 41

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time over. This is the time for Question Hour.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the
matter raised by Shri Sitaram Yechury.

SHRI DIGVIJAYA SINGH (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with
the matter raised by Shri Sitaram Yechury.

SHRI SHAMSHER SINGH DULLO (Punjab): Sir, I also associate myself with
the matter raised by Shri Sitaram Yechury.

SHRI P. L. PUNIA (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by Shri Sitaram Yechury.
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SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR (Himachal Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself
with the matter raised by Shri Sitaram Yechury.

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair)
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Use of plastic in food packaging industry

*241. SHRI DILIP KUMAR TIRKEY: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the widespread use of plastics in food packaging
industry is very harmful for human health; and

(b) if so, whether any study has been done by the Ministry in this regard, if
so, the details thercof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House:

Statement

(a) Plastic packaging materials that come in contact with food products can
lead to migration of some chemical substances such as residual monomer, additives,
plasticizers, pigments, etc., to food when exposed to different temperatures over a
longer duration. Conscious of this fact, the Government encourages use of other
packaging materials such as jute for packaging food items, where feasible.

All food items cannot, however, be packaged in such alternate materials. Plastic
in different forms has, in view of its ability to protect products and extend shelf



