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Need for eliminating all unmanned level crossings in the country

MS. DOLA SEN (West Bengal): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the tragic incident
that happened day before yesterday morning shook us to our very core. Reports are
still coming in, but, at least, seven children were killed and several others injured
as their school mini-bus was hit by a train at an unmanned railway crossing in
Auraiye, Bhadohi, in Uttar Pradesh. The mini-bus of Tender Heart School was carrying
students up to 10 years of age was hit by the Varanasi-Allahabad passenger train.
On March, 2016 the Minister of Railways reported that there were 10,440 unmanned
level crossings in the country as on April, 2015.

In 2014, a PIL was filed in the Supreme Court of India seeking the elimination
of all unmanned railway crossings and, in the meantime, to ensure the safety of the
children on unmanned railway crossings. Yet, as we are witnessing today, accidents
and deaths at unmanned level crossings still occur with alarming regularity. Kids
with hopes and dreams in their eyes, with courage and ambition in their hearts,

have been taken away from us in a cruel twist of fate.

From 2009 to 2014, almost 43 per cent of all railways accidents were at level
crossings. Of the 16 Railway Zones, more than 35 per cent of the level crossings
are unmanned. From August, 2015 to January, 2016, there were 15 accidents at level
crossings, resulting in the death of 26 people. Studies have shown that increasing train
speeds and rapid motorization of rural roads have increased the cases of accidents
at unmanned level crossings. A number of these accidents involve buses, often
involving school children, leading to a disproportionately high number of fatalities

when compared to a number of accidents.

It is important to draw your attention to the fact that when Mamata Banerjee

was the Railway Minister, due to her untiring and sustained work towards rail safety,
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the index for train accidents decreased significantly from 0.29 per million train km.
in 2004-05 to 0.17 in 2009-10. This was despite the increase in traffic from 16,021
trains per day to 18,820 trains per day. Under her leadership, 1,500 unmanned
crossings were eliminated, 172 RoBs and 240 RuBs/subways were constructed. On
the contrary, the Government's Railway Budget in 2015 had envisioned the target of
eliminating 3,438 level crossings by 2016. However, only 350 manned level crossings

and 1,000 unmanned level crossings were eliminated. ...(Z7ime-bell rings)... Thank you.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I associate myself with the issue raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI RANVIJAY SINGH JUDEV (Chhattisgarh): Sir, I also associate myself

with the issue raised by my colleague.

Concern over spread of Sickle Cell Anaemia among tribals
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SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.



