RAJYA SABHA

Monday, the 19th July, 2004/28 Asadha, 1926 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

National Commission for Promotion of Urdu Language

*181. SHRI SHAHID SIDDIQUI: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the funds allocated to the National Commission for Promotion of
Urdu Language (NCPUL) by Government;

(b) whether Government propose to increase the allocation; and

(c) the amount being spent on salaries etc. and on the development
of Urdu by NCPUL?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (a) In 2003-04, Rs. 975 lakhs was allocated and, for the
current financial year, a budget provision of Rs. 1100 lakhs has been
kept for the National Council for Promotion of the Urdu Language
(NCPUL).

(b) Any increase in the allocation over and above the budget provision
is considered at the stage of formulation of the Revised Estimates (RE),
which depends on factors like the overall ceiling of the allocation fixed by
the Planning Commission at the RE stage etc.

(c) As per information received from the NCPUL during 2003-04,
Rs. 122 lakhs were spent on establishment and office expenses including
Rs. 57.73 lakh for salaries and Rs. 826.74 lakh for the development of
Urdu. During the current financial year, NCPUL has kept a provision of
Rs. 120 lakhs for establishment and office expenses including Rs. 58.00
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lakhs for the salaries and Rs. 980 lakhs for the development of Urdu.
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DR. K. MALAISAMY: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am sure that the Government
of India is very much concerned not only for the development of the Urdu
language, but also other languages. If so, what is the thrust and the priority
given for the development of the Tamil language.
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Villages with middle school

*182. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:f
SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased
to state:

(a) the percentage of villages with middle school facility in the country;
and

(b) the action proposed to be taken to increase this facility?
THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the Sabha.
Statement
"Villages with Middle School”

(a) As per the Sixth All India Educational Survey (AIES) conducted
by the National Council for Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) with the reference date of 30th September, 1993, it was
found that 23.32% villages had a middle school in the village. For
the assessment of availability of educational facilities in rural

+ The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shrimati Vanga Geetha.



