148 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Replacement of batteries of rural solar street lights

2138, SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government is aware about large number of rural solar street light
nstallations being made through various agencies having shelf life of batteries for three

years oOr 500

(b if so, the details of Government's plans and schemes under which these batteries

would be replaced after expiry of their shelf life; and
{c) the reasons for not planning for replacement of batteries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL): (a) to (c) All street lights installed under Ministry of
New & Renewable Energy (MNRE) programme are covered with 5 years Annual
Maintenance Contract (AMC), provided by the supplier and after 5 Years replacement of
component 1s users responsibility. There is no such provision to replace batteries after
shelf life under the guidelines of the programme. The States are advised to use their own

funds to replace the batteries after expiry of their shelf life.
Solar pum ping programme in Punjab

2139. SHRI PARTAP SINGH BATWA: Will the Minister of NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether the solar pumping programme for irrigation and drinking water has

been implemented in Punjab and if so, the details thereof;,

{b) whether any steps are being taken by Government to install more solar pumps

in the State and if so, the details thereof;
{c) the problems faced, if any, in implementation of this scheme; and

{d) whether Government proposes to organize a training and awareness programme

for the benefit of farmers in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY (SHRIPIYUSH GOYAL): (a) to (d) During 2014-15, Ministry of New & Renewable
Energy (MNRE) has sanctioned 1600 solar pumps for irrigation to Punjab and released an
advance of ¥ 7,62,00,750/- (Rupees Seven Crore Sixty Two Lac Seven Hundred and Fifty
Only). However, due to non availability of State share Punjab Energy Development Agency
has returned the released Central Financial Assistance (CFA).



