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24. Jammu and Himalayan Integrated Development 96.93 19.38
Kashmir Circuit of Tourist Facilities at

Gulmarg-Baramulla-
Kupwara-Leh Circuit under
Himalayan Circuit Theme

in Jammu and Kashmir.

25. Uttar Buddhist Development of Buddhist 99.97 19.99
Pradesh Circuit Circuit-Srawasti, Kushinagar,
and Kapilvastu in Uttar
Pradesh.
26. Uttar Ramayana  Development of Chitrakoot 69.45 13.89
Pradesh Circuit and Shringverpur as

Ramayana Circuit in
Uttar Pradesh.

TotaL 2279.18 455.83
PRASAD ® in crore)
Sl.  Name of the Project Amt. Amt.
No. Sanctioned Released
Gujarat
1.  Infrastructure Development in Dwarka 26.23 5.25
Tamil Nadu
2. Development of Kanchipuram 16.48 3.30
3. Development of Velankanni 5.60 1.12
TotaL 4831 9.67

e-Visa scheme for tourists

153. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAYV: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased
to state:

(a) how would modifying e-Tourist Visa scheme into e-Visa scheme simplify the
visa regime;

(b) whether it would have a positive influence on increasing inbound tourism in
the country; and

(¢) whether e-Visa scheme would open up vacancies in the tourism sector?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) E-Tourist Visa is a facility which is available to any visitors
arriving India for tourism. Modifications of e-Tourist Visa as e-visa would allow the
other segments of visitors like business, conference, medical, etc. to avail the visa
for India electronically, thereby leading to positive growth in inbound tourism.

During January-December 2015 a total of 4,45,300 tourists arrived availing
e-Tourist Visa as compared to 39,046 visa issued during January-December 2014
registering a growth of 1040.4%.

During 2016 from January to October, a total number of 780570 tourists from
various countries availed this scheme registering a growth of 202.3% over the same
period of 2015. This high growth may be attributed to introduction of e-Tourist Visa.

(c) Yes, Sir. Increase in tourist arrivals will open up more job opportunities in

the tourism sector.
Maintenance, beautification and development of tourist spots in Rajasthan

+154. SHRI RAM NARAIN DUDI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased
to state:

(a) the details of the action plan formulated by the Centre for maintenance,
beautification and development of all the tourist spots in Rajasthan State and the
quantum of funds allocated for the above during the last three years, and

(b) whether Government proposes to provide financial help for the construction
of Ravindra Rang Manch (Auditorium) at Bikaner in Rajasthan under the Tagore
Cultural Complex Scheme, if so, the details thereof and by when?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) The Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance for
development of tourism infrastructure to State Governments/UT Administrations,
under Plan Schemes, Swadesh Darshan for integrated development of tourist circuits
around specific themes and National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual
Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) to beautify and improve amenities and infrastructure
at major pilgrimage sites in the country including Rajasthan. Details of projects
sanctioned and amount released to the State Government of Rajasthan in the last
three years are given in the Statement (See below).

(b) Government of Rajasthan has not submitted any project proposal for
construction of Ravindra Rang Manch (Auditorium) at Bikaner in Rajasthan.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



