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Year Production in metric tonnes
2012-13 12.45
2013-14 14.00
2014-15 5.57
2015-16 16.17

The production of Saffron during 2014-15 was less due to heavy rains and
floods in Kashmir.

(¢c) and (d) The following steps have been taken under the National Mission
on Saffron for complete revival of Saffron production in the State of Jammu and
Kashmir:-

e Rejuvention/Replanting of existing Saffron arca for improving productivity.
e Support for creation of irrigation facilities.

e Production of planting material (Public Sector Nurseries).

e Enhancing product quality through improved post harvest handling.

e Mechanization.

e Weather Station/e-trading/spot exchange/Quality testing and ISO certification.
e Infrastructure development of public farms.

e Transfer of technologies and Human Resource Development.
Production and demand of pulses

1163. SHRI AJAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of production of pulses in the country during the last three years;

(b) whether the domestic production of pulses is not able to meet the
demand,

(c) if so, the gap between demand and supply, and import of pulses during last
three years; and

(d) the details of efforts being made to achieve self-sufficiency in meeting the
demand of pulses?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA): (a) The production of pulses in
the country during the last three years ie. 2013-14 and 2015-16 is as under:
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(million tonnes)

Year Production of Pulses
2013-14 19.25
2014-15 17.15
2015-16* 16.47

*Fourth Advance Estimates.

(b) and (¢) Yes, Sir. Total production of pulses in the country is not sufficient to
meet demand and the shortfall is met through imports. Details of estimated production,
projected demand and import of pulses during the last three years ie. 2013-14 to
2015-16 are as under:

(million tonnes)

Year Estimated Projected Gap Import
Production Demand#
2013-14 19.25 20.0 -0.75 3.18
2014-15 17.15 21.0 -3.85 4.59
2015-16 16.47* 21.0 -4.53 5.80

*Fourth Advance Estimates.
#Based on the projection of Sub-group of Working Group of Planning Commission.

(d) In order to increase the production of the pulses in the country, the Government
of India has been implementing through State Governments, the National Food Security
Mission (NFSM)-Pulses since 2007-08. From 2016-17, NFSM-Pulses has been extended
to 638 districts in all 29 States. From 2015-16, pulses have also been included under the
scheme “Bringing Green Revolution in Eastern India (BGREI)” as part of demonstrations

under cropping systems based approach to target rice fallow areas.

To encourage farmers to grow more pulses in the country by ensuring remunerative
prices, the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) of pulses have been increased over the
years. To incentivize cultivation of pulses in the country, over and above the MSPs,
during 2016-17, the Government has announced a bonus of X 425/- per quintal for Kharif
pulses viz. Arhar (Tur), Urad and Moong. The Government has also announced bonus of
¥ 200/- and T 150/- per quintal for Rabi pulses viz. Gram and Masur (Lentil) respectively.

Bumper production of pulses

1164, SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether India's output of pulses is likely to surpass previous records and



