RAJYASABHA 120 August, 2004]
Food Stamp Scheme under TPDS

1821. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAIL: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal for a Targeted Public Distribution System other
than Universal Public Distribution System;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) whether there is any proposal for a "Food Stamp Scheme";
(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the number of families covered under Public Distribution System during the last
three years, year-wise, State-wise and category-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (DR. AKHILESH PRASAD SINGH): (a)
and (b) the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) is in operation already in the
country under which food grains are allocated to the beneficiaries of Above Poverty Line
(APL), Below Poverty Line (BPL) and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) category @
35 kg of foodgrains per family per month. The Central Issue Price of the foodgrains
supplied under the scheme are as under.

Rs. perKg.
APL BPL AAY
RICE 8.30 5.65 3.00
WHEAT 6.10 4.15 2.00

(c) and (d) In the Tenth Plan document, the Planning Commission had suggested
that a system of distributing food stamps should be tested on a pilot basis. Every eligible
family will be entitled to collect its monthly quota of food stamps from a designated
distribution center, and such stamps could then be used to buy food grains from any
food shop. Accordingly the Finance Minister in the Budget Speech 2004-05 has
proposed the introduction of food stamps for the poor on a pilot basis.

(e) A Statement is annexed.
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Statement
State-wise, year-wise and category-wise number of families covered under PDS
(in lakhs)
STATE/UT NUMBER OF RATION
2001 2002 2003
APL BPL* APL BPL* APL BPL AAY
Andhra Pradesh 5397 113.60 5397 10505 5397 98.82 6.23
Arunachal Pradesh 273 0.95 273 0.99 2.65 0.84 0.15
Assam 2572 1884 3445 1894 3445 16.01 2.81
Bihar 88.74 8426 5220 71.63 5220 61.64 10.00
Chbhattlsgarh 2481 2099 2594 14.86 4.31
Delhi 3655 NA. 3404 334 3400 4.06 0.31
Goa 304 013 3.00 023 296 024 0.06
Gujarat 7283 3375 7164 3564 6553 3278 11.36
Haryana 37.68 5.54 36.61 799  36.80 6.89 1.14
Himachal Pradesh 9.30 311 1040 298 1049 212 0.80
Jammu&Kashmir 10.12 336 1094 7.36  10.94 6.23 1.13
Jharkhand 5.15 2394 5.15 20.28 3.66
Karnataka 4943 6326 4671 6387 4724 60.32 4.80
Kerala 43.05 2040 4361 2029 43116 1744 2.72
Madhya Pradesh 134.18 43.65 8228 5671 8227 4573 6.31
Maharashtra 13945 5670 14320 74.72 144.84 6445 10.02
Manipur .13 0.67 1.89 1.30 1.89 1.03 0.25
Meghalaya 098 097 1.07 1.83 1.07 1.55 0.28
Mizoram 1.62  0.68 1.71 066 ' 1.61 058 0.10
Nagaland 1.05  0.96 1.95 124 075 1.05 0.19
Orissa 39.85 41.23 3061 4841 30.61 43.35 5.05
Punjab 50.10  5.02 48.19 704 4755 642 0.72
Rajasthan 8136 22.87 9647 2280 98.65 19.07 3.73
Sikkim 0.66 (APL+BPL)0.89 037 0.89  0.30 0.07
Tamil Nadu** 95.50 65.51 168.30 161.14 APL+BPL)7.16
Tripura 4.50 2.28 4.18 2.95 4.21 2.50 0.45
Uttar Pradesh 15996 9548 274.00 106.79 274.00 90.42 16.37
Uttaranchal 16.99 498 16.99 4.22 0.76
West Bengal- 11207 46.88 11244 4692 11281 41.46 5.84
Andaman & Nicobar 074 012 071 015 0.71 0.11 0.04
Chandigarh 212 000 216 0.13 218  0.05 0.02
D&N Haveli 017 016 017 016 017 013 0.03
Daman & Diu 0.28 0.02 0.27 0.04 0.25 0.03 0.01
Lakshdweep 0.13 N.A 013 001 0.13  0.01 0.00
Pondicherry 172 095 177 0.96 1.81  0.87 0.10
ToTAL 1260.73  731.351251.34 92971 1410.01 665.86 106.98

Note.*Includes AAY ration cards

**Separate figures of APL/BPL cards in Tamil Nadu are not available as there
is no categorization of APL/BPL in the States.

***The State Govt, has issued individual ration cards.

5 individual ration cards have been taken as one family card.
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