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request and urge upon the hon. External Affairs Minister to look into the matter,
order some inquiry and find some solution so that people get some relief.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay; thank you very much.
SHRI VIVEK GUPTA: Sir, I have time.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You made your point.

SHRI VIVEK GUPTA: No, Sir. I have not made my point. Sir, two lakh
passports have been received with delay and no compensation has been given. Thirty
seven Passport Kendras point out that they have the capacity to process only 12
lakh applications. Sir, the capacity neceds to be augmented and through you, Sir, I
would request the hon. Minister to do the same.

SHRI RANVIJAY SINGH JUDEV (Chhattisgarh): Sir, I associate myself with
the matter raised by the hon. Member

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Ahamed Hassan. ...(Interruptions)...
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Assistance to West Bengal to fight against the wheat blast disease

SHRI AHAMED HASSAN (West Bengal): Let me speak, Sir. ...(Inferruptions)...

Only five minutes are remaining. ...([nferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Ahamed Hassan.. ... (Interruptions)... 1 called
Shri Ahamed Hassan only. He should speak. ..(Interruptions).. Why are you not
speaking? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI AHAMED HASSAN: Sir, how can I speak? She is disturbing.
...(Interruptions)... Sir, I am raising an issue which is very important for the country’s
agriculture. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You start. ...(Interruptions)... Don’t be disturbed by
her. You speak. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI AHAMED HASSAN: Sir, a deadly fungus for wheat crop is severely
affecting the wheat cultivation in two districts of West Bengal, namely, Nadia and
Murshidabad. Sir, at least, 1,000 hectares of wheat cultivation has already been burnt
to stop this infection and dangerous discase called, Wheat Blast. Burning of the
affected crop is the only way open for the Agriculture Department to prevent this
fungus-related disease of wheat crop so that it doesn’t spread to the other arcas of
the State and the country.
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[Shri Ahamed Hassan]

Sir, once infected by Wheat Blast disecase, there is no other way to cure the
affected crops. The Agriculture experts are saying that this discase was first identified
in 1985 in Brazil, and thereafter in Bolivia and Paraguay. Now, it has come to West
Bengal, from Bangladesh.

The Government of West Bengal under the inspiring leadership of the hon. Chief
Minister, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, is providing compensation to the affected farmers
as far as possible.

Sir, I will request the Agriculture Ministry and other concerned Ministries of the
Government of India to take up the issue seriously as it is an issue of the entire
country. Sir, measures should be taken by the Central Government so that the Wheat
Blast discase does not spread to other parts of the country. The Central Government
should also provide adequate funds, in the national interest, to the affected farmers
of West Bengal whose crops were burnt. Thank you.

SHRI VIVEK GUPTA (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the issue
raised by my colleague.

MS. DOLA SEN (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by my hon. friend.

Meager payment of salary to the teachers in Coal India Limited
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