30 Matters raised [RAJYA SABHA] with Permission
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Concern over distress in North-East Region

SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM (Meghalaya): Sir, there is an urgent need to
resolve the issue of law and order in Nagaland. At a time when Manipur is going
to polls soon, it gives much relief to hear that the highway blockade in the State is
being lifted with all stakeholders agreeing to end the blockade, which had crippled
normal life in Manipur in the last three months. However, another threat has emerged
with the protests in Nagaland turning violent day by day over thirty-three per cent
reservation for women in local body elections. The violence has forced the State

Government to cancel the local body polls to defuse the mounting tension.

By and large, women in the North-East enjoy rights and social status on a par
with men. While Naga women are more respectful towards Naga culture, tradition
and customary laws, they are equally aspiring to adapt to new ideas and change
economically and socially. There is still domination by men who exert their patriarchal

superiority.

Sir, as a woman parliamentarian from the North-East, I empathise with my
sisters in Nagaland in their just struggle for a dignified social and political status

on a par with their menfolk.

Attempts to tamper with the constitutional provisions protecting the Naga culture,
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customs and traditions will only worsen the situation. Apart from resorting to the
option of amending the relevant clause in the Constitution to facilitate implementing
the 33 per cent reservation policy for women in local body elections, we should
explore a more acceptable solution without further weakening the cordial and peaceful
atmosphere in the State of Nagaland, which is very essential for the development

and stability in the whole region of North-East.

I call upon the Central Government to take initiatives to bring all the stakeholders

together to thrash out a workable and peaceful solution of the problem. Thank you.
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SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA (Tripura): Sir, I also associate myself with

the matter raised by Shrimati Wansuk Syiem.

DR. PRADEEP KUMAR BALMUCHU (Jharkhand): Sir, I also associate myself

with the matter raised by Shrimati Wansuk Syiem.

SHRI SANTIUSE KUJUR (Assam): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by Shrimati Wansuk Syiem.

SHRIMATI M. C. MARY KOM (Nominated): Sir, I also associate myself with

the matter raised by Shrimati Wansuk Syiem.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Telangana): Sir, I also associate myself

with the matter raised by Shrimati Wansuk Syiem.

Alleged harassment of farmers in loan recovery by Banks
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+ Transliteration in Urdu script.



