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funds, there is no reservation on our side in providing that facility, provided the 
State Government gives free accommodation. 

Shortage in fertilizers supply 

*367.  SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN:†† 

   SHRI AMAR SINGH: 

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILISERS be pleased to 

state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there had been an upsurge in the sale of MOP 
fertilizers during the current kharif season, which resulted in the short fall in 
the supply of fertilizers to the farmers; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the steps Government have taken to meet the shortage and the result 

thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI RAM 

VILAS PASWAN). (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House. 

Statement 

(a) There is an increase of about 57% in the sale of MOP to farmers upto 
31.7.2004 during current Kharif 2004. 5.53 lakh MT MOP has been sold upto 
31.7.2004 as compared with the sale of 3.51 lakh MT in the corresponding 
period last year. Some of the State Governments have reported inadequate 
supplies of MOP. 

(b) and (c) There was an unprecedented increase in the price of MOP in 
the international market, this year, because of which there was delay in 
finalisation of MOP price. The Government has now decided to consider this 
hike in international prices for announcement of concession/ subsidy and imports 
are now taking place in adequate quantities. 

SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN: Sir, I am partly satisfied with the 
answer. But I have a supplementary. Part (a) of my supplementary is whether 
the Government proposes to revive the closed fertilizer units. Most of them 
are located in the eastern part of the country where the consumption of 
fertilizer is below the national average. If it is so, what are the details? Part (b) 
of my supplementary is whether the Government proposes to review the present 
system of fertilizer subsidy which is being 

††The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shrimati Jaya Bachchan. 
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given to producers instead of the farmers as per the practice in the developed 

countries. 
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SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI: Sir, as in the case of availability of 

MoP, a very serious situation is emerging in the case of phosphatic fertilizers, 

that is, DAP. There is a shortage. In this situation, what steps are the Ministry 

going to take to rectify the gap? Since the international prices of phosphoric 

acid and rock phosphates are going up, there is a big shortage. This is a very 

serious situation. I want to know from the hon. Minister the steps that the 

Government is going to take to face the situation. 
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SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: I would like to know from the hon. Minister 

whether he is aware that fertilizers are not supplied to the North Eastern States, 

particularly to Tripura on time. Although requisition is made very much on 

time by the State Governments, very often fertilizer reaches there when the 

season is over. Will the hon. Minister ensure that fertilizer reaches the farmers 

on time? 
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