RAJYA SABHA [20 August, 2004]
SHRIR. VELU: Sir, I would like to have a separate notice for this question.
MR. CHAIRMAN: It is all right.

*362. [The geustioner (Shri V. Hanumantha Rao) was absent. For answer vide
page 30 infra.]

*363. [The qgeustioner (Shri Pyarelal Khandelwal) was absent. For answer vide
page 31 infra.]
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Drought impact in States

1*364. DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:
SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:tt

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that more then half of the country is facing
drought due to non-arrival of monsoon rain at expected time;

(b)if so, the reaction of Government thereto;

(c) whether Government have collected information in respect of impact
of drought in each State of the country;

(d)if so, the percentage of drought affected area in each State of the
country,

(e) the estimated reduction in the production of kharif crop in each State;
and

(f) the details of strategy/plan proposed to meet the situation?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a)
to (f) A statement is laid on the table of the House.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
11 The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shrimati Savita
Sharda.



RAJYA SABHA [20 August, 2004]

Statement

(a) to (f) There was a break in the progress and intensity of the South-
West Monsoon over many parts of the country during July this year. While
there was a revival in Andhra Pradesh around the middle of that month, many
States, particularly, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
remained in serious deficits till 28th July when the cumulative deficit for the
country as a whole was —15%. After that date there has been a general
revival, and the country-wide deficit has come down to -10% on 4th August
and to — 7% on 11th August. Considerable improvement has occurred in
some of the above areas. This revival has caused an upsurge in sowing and a
general improvement of agricultural prospects. As kharif sowing is still in
progress it will be premature at this state to estimate reduction in kharif
production.

Central Government is in touch with the States. The situation is being
closely and constantly monitored. To enable States to have ready availability of
funds to deal with any eventuality at the earliest, Rs. 498.77 crores have been
sanctioned (including Rs. 25.84 crores recommended for Jharkhand) in advance
from the Calamity Relief Fund (CRF) of States with major rainfall deficits in July.
Based on preliminary reports from these States, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
have been allocated 1 lakh and 0.50 lakh MTs of foodgrains respectively to
initiate relief employment. Railways are transporting water, free of cost, to
the affected towns in Rajasthan.
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SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: The predictions made by the concerned
Department were, by and large, correct. Only there was a gap of about
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three weeks. Sufficient rain was not there in many States and that was the
reason why a situation has been created like this. But, looking at the overall
monsoon position, rainfall position has definitely improved and the
arrangement that we have made in this country to provide this information is,
by and large, correct.
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SHRI E.M. SUDARSANA NAT CHIAPPAN: Sir, the drought condition in
Tamil Nadu is very serious. For the past three years, there was continuous
drought. Has the Government of Tamil Nadu asked for additional fund? If not,
will the Central Government take suo motu action to give relief to the people?

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Till today, we have not received any
communication from the Government of Tamil Nadu regarding drought
situation. But, we are keeping very close eye because especially in the Cauvery
belt, the situation is not good. Insufficient rain is very much there. In fact, during
the last two weeks since the rain has improved in Karnataka, the people are getting
water in this part of Tamil Nadu and we are trying to get more information. If
required, we are ready to help the State.

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN: Sir, we have already presented a
memorandum regarding the drought situation. We sought assistance also. We have
already presented a memorandum about the grave situation.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: There is a procedure whereby the
Government of a State has to declare the situation as a drought. Tamil Nadu
Government has not declared drought as a whole. Notification has not been
issued. As per my information, definite communication has
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not been sent.... (Interruptions). But, we have not received any
communication.

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN: Sir, except Chennai, all the districts have been
declared as drought affected.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, the notification' has not reached the Government
of India as yet, but I am ready to take personal interest in this and I will contact
personnaly the Government of Tamil Nadu.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: In addition to what Mr. Narayanan and Mr.
Sudarsana Natchiappan have asked for, Sir, for the information of the House and for the
information of hon. Minister, there has been a continuous rainfall failure for the last
three or more years, besides the Cauvery water problem in Tamil Nadu with the result
that there has been an acute drought and the impact of drought is tremendous. With the
result, the Government of Tamil Nadu has sent its proposal. I do not know how the
Minister is able to answer here that he has no information, as far as Tamil Nadu
Government is concerned. We have got a copy of the memorandum. We have urged
upon several times and our Chief Minister is making a frantic effort to get more and
more funds from the Central Government. What is the gravity of the drought? How much
money has been asked for and how much has been given? I am very happy to hear from
the Minister that he wants to take Tamil Nadu into consideration with all seriousness and
sincerity. It is well taken. But, the point is that it has not reached the Government of
Tamil Nadu at all.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Whatever information we have got is last year's
information. Preliminary communication has definitely been received. But, the
detailed request from the State has not come. As per last year's communication, they
were asking something to the tune of Rs. 2800 crores, and they might have received
more. But, that was for the last year. We have not yet taken any decision on it.

SHRI P.G. NARAYANAN: For the year 2004, we have presented a detailed
memorandum about the drought situation.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Who has submitted this memorandum? Is it the
Government of Tamil Nadu?

SHRIP.G. NARAYANAN: Yes.
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SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: I will go and check up again. But, this is not
in my knowledge.
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11 Rs. 66 crore has been released to the State as an advance Central instalment
from the CRF. Initial money has already been sent to the Uttar Pradesh
Government.
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SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, I would like to ask the hon. Minister
whether on the basis of the assessment today, the agricultural output this year
will be lower than that of last year.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, the situation about three or four weeks back
was quite serious, and, generally our expectation was that there would be
setback about the agricultural production. But in the last three

FTransliteration of Urdu Speech.
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weeks, situation has substantially improved and re-sowing operations have also started in
many parts of the country, and, that is why it is very difficult to say at this stage. But it
looks like that certain crops like bajra, especially the edible oil crops have been
affected in Rajasthan, and, some products have been affected in certain parts of the
central India. But about other crops, we don't expect any shortfall.
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SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, as far as Andhra
Pradesh or Madhya Pradesh are concerned, the crops have been affected as much by drought
as by wrong forecast about the intensity of rains, and, their frequency. At the
beginning of the monsoon, the Meteorological Department made a categorical
statement that the rains will come early and they will be plentiful.

With the result, when the first showers came, the farmers proceeded for the first
sowing, which was wasted, it was repeated for a second lime at some places, and, even
for the third time at some other places. The better equipment that somebody talked
about, really comes from temperate regions, where rains are more predictable. As far
as my information goes, in monsoon regions, any kind of district-wise prediction of rains
is impossible.

In a similar situation, the Government of Japan closed down its entire
establishment for forecast of earthquakes. If this is so, I think, we should really consider
whether we ought to have this meteorological deparment, which on its own causes further
disasters than the monsoons do.
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SHR1 SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, as I said, the information about
monsoon given at the initial stages was that we will get monsoon early, and we
have seen an early monsoon in this country. But, in the month of July, upto
20th July, there was a big gap, which was not expected. That is one of the
reasons why we suffered losses. The hon. Member has made certain
suggestion. I think, we will consult the appropriate authority and take an
appropriate decision.
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