30 Matters raised [RAJYA SABHA] with Permission

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can put another question. ...(Interruptions)...

You can put another question or another notice. ...(Interruptions)...
Need to revise the wages of Aanganwadi workers

SHRI K. C. RAMAMURTHY (Karnataka): Sir, aanganwadi workers are the key
to achieve UN Sustainable Development Goals which are to be achieved by 2030.
And success in this sphere can be achieved only if aanganwadi workers are happy.
But, unfortunately, they are not happy as they are not being paid appropriately in
the country.

The ICDS is the world’s largest community based outreach programme which
offers through aanganwadis a package of health, nutrition and education services to

the children below six years and pregnant and lactating mothers.

More than 25,000 aanganwadi workers and helpers along with their families and
children are on strike in Bangalore demanding increase in their monthly remuneration.
They are on the streets of Bangalore for the last three days and nights without

proper food and shelter.

Sir, Karnataka has 63,682 aanganwadi centres with 1.22 lakh women employed.
Aanganwadis started in 2006-07 in Karnataka as a Central Government project
under the ICDS. The State Government was receiving full contribution of 100% till
2008-09. But from 2009-10, the sharing pattern changed to 90:10 between the Centre
and the States. And from 2015-16, after this Government took charge, it was made
60:40. The State Government, which was spending I 17 crore in 2006-07, was
forced to increase its contribution to I 157 crore. And the share of the Government
of India has come down from ¥ 1,350 core in 2011-12 to ¥ 900 crore in 2016-17.
Under this project, lakhs of children and women are being benefited and the State
Government, at this stage, cannot discontinue this programme. It has to meet the

expenses expecting a revision in the ratio from the Central Government.

Since the nature of work and the outcome is extremely good, the remuneration
to each aanganwadi worker has been gradually increased. They are currently getting
¥ 7,000 per month of which the share of the Government of India is a paltry
amount of I 1,200. The State Government is finding it extremely difficult to meet

the additional expenditure.

Sir, as I said before, aanganwadi workers and helpers are on streets demanding
hike in their salary to I 12,000 from the existing ¥ 7,000. I am totally with them
as their demand is genuine and it should be considered. But taking shelter under

increased devolution of funds, the Government of India cannot absolve its responsibility.
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Had the funding pattern remained what it was till 2014-15, aanganwadi workers and

helpers would not have come on streets.

In view of what I said, I appeal to the Government, particularly the hon. Prime
Minister, as he strongly advocates Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas to restore fund sharing

pattern between the Government of India and the States.

SHRI B. K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Sir, I associate myself with the mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES (Karnataka): Sir, I also associate myself with the

mention made by the hon. Member.

PROF. M. V. RAJEEV GOWDA (Karnataka): Sir, I also associate myself with

the mention made by the hon. Member.
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DR. K. V. . RAMACHANDRA RAO (Telangana): Sir, I also associate myself

with the mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with

the mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI K. K. RAGESH (Kerala): Sir, I also associate myself with the mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, it was a unanimous recommendation.
...(Interruptions)... The Central Government is also a party in this matter.

...(Interruptions)..
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. ...(Interruptions)... Now, Shri Basawaraj Patil.
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