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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Parliamentary Affairs Minister is here.
Mr. Naqvi, this is an important issue. Some teachers are not being paid the Government
pay scale, which is discrimination. So, please report it to the Minister for Human

Resource Development and come back.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF MINORITY AFFAIRS
AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI): Okay, Sir.

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair)
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Import duty on wheat

*376. SHRI HARIVANSH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has any plan of hiking import duty on wheat so that

wheat prices do not crash in the country;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, what steps have been proposed to be taken to protect the interests

of farmers?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of

the House.
Statement

(a) and (b) Government has raised import duty on wheat from zero to 10 %
with effect from 28th March, 2017.

(¢) To check decline in prices and ensure stability in domestic market, several
steps are taken by the Government such as fixing Minimum Support Price (MSP)

every year and procurement of wheat from the farmers.
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SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. Sir, my question flows

from part (c) of the Minister’s answer to this question. Sir, on the 10th of March

to Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 115, the hon. Minister gave an answer, which
said that the cost of production of wheat is I 797 per quintal. The MSP for wheat
in 2016-17 is ¥ 1,625 per quintal which means that return on cost is 103 per cent.
This is an answer given by the hon. Minister on the 10th of March in response to
a question by Dr. Jatiya. Sir, my question is this. Number one, does this mean that
Swaminathan Committee Report recommendation of a 50 per cent return on cost has
automatically been implemented? Secondly, Sir, I have checked this number with U.P,,
with Punjab, with Bihar and with other wheat-growing States. Nobody believes that
the cost of production of wheat is less than ¥ 800 a quintal. Most people believe
that the cost of production is anywhere between ¥ 2,500 and X 3,000 per quintal.
I would like to ask the Hon. Minister whether he will review the cost of production
of wheat because it is on that the MSP is determined. Unless you review the cost

of production, you are not going to get a remunerative price for wheat farmers.
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Strengthening cold storage and warehousing Infrastructure
in Andhra Pradesh

*377. SHRI T. G. VENKATESH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is planning to strengthen cold storage
and warehousing infrastructure facilities in Andhra Pradesh, if so, the details thereof;

and



