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Field trial of Talgo coaches

1253. SHRI RANIJIB BISWAL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the field trials of Talgo coaches, on the existing
New Delhi-Mumbai route last year, were meant for the limited purpose of assessing

the savings in transit time;

(b) if so, the details thereof and whether Railways are not going to use these
coaches for passenger service,

(¢) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor, and

(d) the further steps taken/proposed to be taken by Railways on the outcome of
the field trials?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) and (b) Last year, field trials of Talgo coaches were carried out
in three phases. In phase-I and phase-1I, safety, stability and riding assessment of
Talgo coaches were checked on Bareily-Moradabad section of Northern Railway and
Mathura-Palwal section of North Central Railway respectively, In phase-III, timing
assessment trials were carried out on New Delhi-Mumbai route. During this trial,
the train took 11 hours and 40 minutes from New Delhi to Mumbai at a maximum
permissible speed of 150 kmph.

(c) and (d) The Ministry has constituted a Committee of Additional Members
to examine technical and commercial aspects of potential use of such coaches on
Indian Railways.

Frequent rail fractures leading to derailments
1254, SHRI AJAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there have been frequent rail fractures resulting in derailments, if
so, the details thereof,

(b) whether Central Railway has tightened patrolling of tracks; and
(c) if so, whether senior railway officials have been trained for this purpose?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) In the current year ie. 2016-17 from 1st April, 2016 to 28th February,
2017 a total of 76 consequential train derailments have taken place over Indian
Railways. Based on inquirics completed into these train derailments, 13 accidents
can be attributed to ‘Rail Fractures’.
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(b) There is a well laid down procedure for patrolling of tracks over Indian
Railways, Central Railway regularly undertakes patrolling of tracks in all seasons as
per existing instructions and laid down norms.

(¢) Regular refresher courses are conducted for railway officials at recognized
Railway Training Institutes.

Coach and loco manufacturing facility for high speed rail in Gujarat

1255, SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of Government regarding
setting up of coach and loco manufacturing facility for High Speed Rail in Gujarat;

(b) if so, the status of the proposal submitted by Government of Gujarat;

(c) whether Government has an extent policy to support such an important
manufacturing activity, and

(d) if not, whether Govermment has a plan to support such High Speed Rail
coach and loco manufacturing facility by way of policy intervention for setting up
the facility in Gujarat?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) to (d) A letter from Gujarat Infrastructure Development Board (GIDB),
a Government of Gujarat body, has been received by Ministry of Railways evincing
Government of Gujarat’s interest in locating the High Speed Rail Manufacturing Unit
at Dahod. The agreement with Government of Japan for construction of Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail entails a “Make in India” component for manufacture
of rolling stocks for high speed trains, However, it is premature to take any decision
in this regard at this stage.

Vacancies in Railways
1256. SHRI PL. PUNIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:
(a) the reasons for shortage of railway staff, Zone-wise and category-wise;
(b) the details of all the vacancies in Railways, Zone-wise; and
(c) the steps Government is taking to fill up the vacancies in Railways?

THE MINISTER QF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) Filling up of vacancies is a continuous process through various modes
of intake. There is always a time lag between occurrence of vacancies and processing



