128 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Categorisation of Western Ghats as ESA

4195. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) what are the reasons behind the delay in categorizing Western Ghats as

Ecological Sensitive Area (ESA) as per Gadgil Committee recommendations;
{b) what shall be the benefits of declaring Western Ghats as ESA; and

{c) whether this proposal has received objections {rom States and if so, the
details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI ANIL. MADHAYV DAVE): (a) to {c) Considering
large scale objections to the report submitted by the Western (Fhats Ecology Expert
Panel (WGEEP) under the Chairmanship of Prof Madhav Gadgil, this Ministry
constituted a High Level Working Group (HLWG) under the Chairmanship of Dr.
K. Kasturirangan, to examine the WGEEP Report in a holistic manner keeping in
view the comments received from the concemed State Governments/Central Ministries/
Stakeholders.

To protect the ecologically Sensitive Areas of the Western Ghats, this Ministry
published the draft Notification to declare Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESAs) of
the Western Ghats region on 10.03.2014 with a contiguous area of 56825 square
kilometres spread over six states, namely Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Kamataka, Goa,
Maharashtra and Gujarat. Later, addressing the concerns/ apprehensions expressed by
various stakeholders, the Draft Notification was re-published on 04.09.2015, but in
absence of the final report from the States the draft Notification could not be finalised.

Now, superseding the earlier draft Notification, this Ministry has re-published
the Draft Notification on the ESA of the Western Ghats region on 27.02.2017 for
seeking stakeholders comments. Also, the states of the Western Ghats have been
intimated to provide their final views/recommendation along with necessary maps

for consideration and finalisation.
Compliance of anti-pollution laws

4196. SHRI DARSHAN SINGH YADAV:
SHRIMATI RATANI PATIL:
SHRI P BHATTACHARYA:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be

pleased to state:



