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The programme is fully funded by the Ministry of Tourism.

Under the skill testing and certification programme, the existing service providers
are oriented for 5 days and on the 6th day their skills are tested and certified. The
Programme 1s delivered by the Minmistry of Tourism sponsored Institutes of Hotel
Management and Food Craft Institutes.

Besides, the Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management (IITTM) also

conducts training programmes to bring up guides.

{c) and (d) The Common Norms on Skill Development notified by the Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship have been adopted in totality for the
skill development courses being run by this Ministry under the ‘Hunar Se Rozgar
Tak> programme. A total of 266,291 persons have been trained under the “Hunar Se
Rozgar Tak” Programme and the skills of 1,03,944 service providers certified under
the “Skill Testing and Certification” Programme till 31.01.2017 since the inception
of these programmes in the year 2009-10.

Support to ‘Visit Maharashtra’ cam paign
1585, SHRI AJAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government of Maharashtra has declared 2017 as 'Visit Maharashtra'

to promote tourism;

(b) 1if so, the details of the measures taken in this regard especially in the
Vidarbha and Marathwada regions of Maharashtra;

{c) whether Central Government proposes to partner Government of Maharashtra

in this regard; and
{d) if so, the nature of participation of Union Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The Government of Maharashtra has declared 2017
as “Visit Maharashtra’ to promote tourism. The Govemment of Maharashtra has
formed a committee for undertaking eftective publicity campaign during the vear 2017.
Print, Outdoor, TV, Digital and Social Media are being undertaken at domestic and
international level. In addition to that up-gradation/creation of new resorts, tourism
amenities at various locations are being undertaken. Organizing skill development,
various festivals, events, conclaves as well as participation in various tourism related
exhibitions at various locations across the country and abroad are the key measures

of the vear
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As regards Vidarbha, new resorts like Bodalkasa and Chikhaldara will be opened
to tourists. Up-gradation work of existing resort Nagpur TRC, Bor Dam (Wardha),
are being undertaken and will be made available to the tourists. For promotion of
Vidarbha and Marathwada various festivals, like Chikhladara, Marbat, Kalidas, Nagpur
Orange Festival, Aurangabad Ajanta-Ellora Festival will be orgamzed. Skill Development
Programmes i.e. Guide training courses, B&B orientation, Nature interpretation courses,

driver orientation programme will also be conducted.

{c) and (d) No such proposal has been received from the State Government of
Maharashtra.

Special tourism package for North-Eastern Region

1586. SHRI ANUBHAV MOHANTY: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

{a) whether the Ministry has developed any special tourism package for the
North-Eastern Region for attracting foreign tourists;

{b) 1l so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

{c) the details of the number of tourists who visited the North-Eastern Region
during the last three years ending on 31st December, 20167

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) Development and Promotion of tourism including developing
special tourism package for attracting foreign tourists is primarily the responsibility
of the State Governments/UT Administrations. However, Ministry of Tourism
provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) to State Govemments/Union Territory
Administrations for various tourism projects subject to availability of funds, liquidation
of pending utilization certificates against the funds released earlier and adherence to

the relevant scheme guidelines.

The Ministry of Tourism has launched the following two new Schemes pursuant

to the Budget 2014-15 announcements.

(1) Swadesh Darshan for Integrated Development of Tourist Circuits around
Specific Themes.

{2) National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation
Drive (PRASAD) to beautify and improve the amenities and infrastructure

at pilgrimage centres of all faiths.

Under Swadesh Darshan Scheme, thirteen thematic circuits have been identified
i.e. North East India Circuit, Buddhist Circuit, Himalayan Circuit, Coastal Circuit,



