114 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Schemes for serious literature and litterateurs

$1480. SHRIMATT KAHKASHAN PERWEEN: Will the Minister of CULTURE
be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government’s attention has been drawn to the fact that it has
remained indifferent towards the serious litterateurs and literacy magazines of all

Indian languages including Hindi,
(b) whether Government has any plan or vision for literature;

{c) whether it 1s also a fact that Government gets rid of its responsibilities for

literature by putting the onus on Sahitya Akademi; and

{d) 1if not, the schemes being worked out by Government for serious literature

and litterateurs including literary magazines?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) No, Sir. Sahitya Akademi an autonomous organization under
Ministry of Culture 1s set up with the mandate of promotion of Indian literature only.

{c) and (d) No, Sir Mimstry of Culture through Sahitya Akademi, promotes
Indian literature 1n 24 recognized languages. Sahitya Akademi brings out annually
more than 400 books in its 24 recognized languages along with the three journals,
Indian Literature, Samakaleen Bharatiya Sahitya which are the bi-monthly journals
and a half-yearly journal, Sanskrit Pratibha. All the three journals covers the literature
written in different languages and, hence, these journals are not only promoting the

literature but also writers in these languages.

In addition, Ministry of Culture is also implementing schemes such as Cultural
Functions Grant Scheme, Award of Fellowship to Outstanding Persons in the Field
of Culture, which among other areas, also deals with promotion of literature and
litterateurs. Further, the Financial Assistance Scheme for participation in International
and Domestic Book Fairs and International Events is a flagship scheme which the

Ministry directly implements.
Development of Museum in Puducherry

1481. SHRI. N. GOKULAKRISHNAN: Will the Minister of CULTURE be
pleased to state:

{a) whether the Museum of Puducherry houses artefacts and mementoes
belonging to ancient civilizations from Greece, Arabia, Hurope and Asia, if so, the
details thereof;

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



