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MR. CHAIRMAN: Maybe a periodic report.
Promotion of clean urban transport in cities

*154. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of URBAN DEVELOPMENT
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to promote clean urban transport by building
footpath, non-motorized transport, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), etc. in cities;

(b) whether Government also proposes to promote the use of clean fuel, electric,
hybrid buses and intelligent traffic system in cities; and

(¢) if so, the details thercof and the categories of cities likely to be covered
under the plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT
(RAO INDERIJIT SINGH): (a) to (¢) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (¢) Yes, Sir. A green urban mobility scheme is being considered to promote
urban mobility initiatives such as footpaths, cycle tracks, public bike sharing, bus
rapid transit systems, intelligent transport systems, urban freight management and
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innovative financing for public transport systems; and progressively shift to usages of
hybrid/electric and non-fossil fuels for public transport. The scheme requires extensive
stakeholders’ consultations before firming up the details. The scheme tentatively
proposes to cover all cities/towns with a population of 5 lakhs and above (Census
2011) and capital cities/towns of States/Union Territories.

DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Most of the big cities in the country like Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune, Bangalore, ctc., are highly polluted with a high percentage of carbon
emissions. If the Government is not controlling tier-II cities, then what is the plan
to reduce pollution and carbon emissions in even the existing big cities? At the
same time, what is the plan for upcoming cities having population of more than five
lakh or ten lakh people? Are you planning for alternative transport so that carbon

emissions can be reduced?
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Sir, in the reply, the hon. Minister says that a
green urban mobility scheme is being considered to promote urban mobility initiatives
such as footpaths, cycle tracks, public bike sharing, bus rapid transit system, etc.
Here, I would like to say that Bus Rapid Transit System was introduced in the UPA
Government. It was very successful and popular. Why is this not being started?

I would also like to know this. In the reply, the Minister has said that the scheme
requires extensive stakeholders’ consultations before firming up the details. I would
like to know: When are you going to come up with this scheme? What is the actual
time period? In the reply it is stated that the scheme tentatively proposes to cover
all cities. That is a very welcome factor. But when are you going to introduce this

green urban mobility scheme? It is a very welcome factor. I want to know the details.

RAO INDERJIT SINGH: Sir, the BRT System is being implemented in various
cities. One city, in particular, Delhi has had to remove it because there was opposition
to it but in other cities this BRT Scheme is being implemented and is doing a
good job there. Nobody has complained about it there. It is part and parcel of the
scheme that we have on the anvil. vis-a-vis the time when we are going to start
implementation of the Green Urban Mobility Scheme, that has to get the stamp of

approval from the Cabinet. Once the Cabinet approves it, then we will start.
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Sir, what is the time-limit? ...({nterruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Ramakrishna. ...(Interruptions)... No,

no. ...(Interruptions)... No supplementarics on supplementaries. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RANGASAYEE RAMAKRISHNA: Sir, [ wanted to commend the example
of San Francisco city, which uses the same vehicle as a bus in certain stretches,
as a tram in certain other stretches and as an underground metro in certain other
stretches. This type of example can be followed in many medium cities, for instance,
Srinagar, where one side is the Dal Lake and the other side is constructed and the
roads are very, very narrow. You do not even have a public sector transport there.
In such cities, I think, we can follow this example where you can use hybrid model

of fuel and have the same vehicle operating in multiple forms in a seamless manner.
I just wanted to commend that example.

RAO INDERIJIT SINGH: It is a good suggestion. We will consider it. But I have
already said that we are already integrating roads with physical and soft infrastructure
which means that all three types of systems like trams, subways, buses, all these
things will be integrated through one common card. This is what is part of the plan.



