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1 2 3 4 5
28. Uttarakhand 33,480 37,780 43,380
29. West Bengal 277,579 304941 3,33.812
TotaL (ALL STATES) 26,93,189 31,39.123 35,87.264

Discouraging intake of junk foods

2181. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that Junk Foods, Cold Drinks and Tobacco are
serious threats to human health and causing serious human diseases like blood pressure,

diabetes, cancer, ctc.; and

(b) if so, the steps Government contemplates to take to discourage such products

in the market, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULASTE): (a) 'Junk Food' has not been defined
under the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006 and Regulations thercunder.
Excess consumption of foods with high calorie levels but low in nutrients, and tobacco,
contribute to the growing epidemic of diseases such as obesity, hypertension, cardio

vascular problems, diabetes, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, cancer, etc.

(b) The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has requested all States/UT's and
the Ministry of Human Resources Development to consider issuing appropriate
directions to schools and colleges for withdrawing foods high in saturated fat and
carbonated drinks from canteens and promoting healthy food habits. The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India issued guidelines for making available wholesome,
nutritious, safe and hygienic food to school children in India on 12.10.2015 whereby
the availability of most common HFSS (High in Fat, Salt and Sugar) Foods in schools
has been restricted/limited. These guidelines have been shared with the Ministry of
Human Resource Development for implementation and also uploaded on the website
of FSSAI. Further, the stakeholders have also been made aware of the need to avoid
food high in fat, salt and sugar; acrated beverages; promotion of healthy lifestyle and
various aspects of food safety through workshops, media campaigns, documentary
films, educational booklets, stalls at fairs/melas/events, mass awareness campaigns;

etc.
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Further, the Government has taken steps to discourage the consumption of
tobacco products with an aim to reduce the demand of tobacco products. These steps
include (i) enactment of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act, 2003; (ii) notification of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products
(Packaging and Labelling) Rules; (iii) launching of the National Tobacco Control
Programme; (iv) starting the National Toll-free Helpline to provide information on
harmful effects of consumption of tobacco, and on how to quit tobacco use, including
after-effects of quitting tobacco; (v) prohibiting use of tobacco and nicotine as

ingredients in Food Products, etc.
Eradication of Measles

2182. SHRI HARIVANSH: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any initiative to eradicate measles in the

country; and
(b) if so, what are the details in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULASTE): (a) Yes, Government of India has taken

initiative to eradicate Measles in the country.

(b) National Technical Advisory Group on Immunization (NTAGI) recommended
for Measles Rubella vaccination campaign targeting children in the age group from 9
months to less than 15 years followed by introduction of Measles Rubella vaccine in
the National Immunization schedule as two doses replacing the measles vaccine already
in the programme. The Measles Rubella vaccine first dose will be given at 9-12 month

and the second dose at 16-24 month of the age of the child.

As per the recommendation of NTAGI, the Measles and Rubella campaign has
started from February 2017 in five Sates/UTs, namely Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Goa and Lakshadweep. As on 15th March 2017 in these five States/UTs Measles
Rubella campaign has already covered about 3.06 crore children against target of 3.48

crore children.



