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Mines operated by UCIL

2400. SHRIMATT KAHKASHAN PERWEEN: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it 1s a fact that the Uranium Corporation of India Limited (UCIL)

is a corporation under the Department;

(by whether this is also a fact that this corporation is responsible for all the

mining of radioactive materials in the country; and
(c¢) if so, the details of mines being operated by UCIL?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
(DR. JITENDRA SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Uranium Corporation of India Limited (UCIL) is engaged only in mining

and processing of uranium ore in the country.

(¢) UCIL operates seven uranium mines at Bagjata, Jaduguda, Bhatin, Narwapahar,
Turamdih, Bandhuhurang and Mohuldih in Jharkhand State. A mine is also being
operated by UCIL at Tummalapalle n Andhra Pradesh under a project.

Infrastructural bottlenecks of NER

2401. SHRIMATI RANEE NARAH: Will the Minister of DEVELOPMENT OF
NORTH EASTERN REGION be pleased to state:

(a) the infrastructural bottlenecks identified in the North Eastern Region (NER);

and

(b) the projects/programmes taken up to remove those bottlenecks during the last

three vears and the current year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT OF
NORTH EASTERN REGION (DR. JITENDRA SINGH): (a) Difficult and hilly terrain,
geographical location and short working season of the North Eastern Region (NER)
pose a challenge to development of optimal infrastructure and communication links
within the region and with the rest of the country. The mnfrastructural bottlenecks
inter afie include inadequate road and railway connectivity, power transmission and

distribution, telecom connectivity and absence of airports in the States.

(by Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, under its Special Accelerated
Road Development Programme-North East (SARDP-NE), out of 1427 km, 989 km

roads have been completed during the last three years and the current vear.
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Apart from the development under SARDP-NE, about 637 km length of NHs
covered under NHDP Phases-I and 11 in the State of Assam is being improved to
4-lane standard as part of East West Corridor. Works in about 597 km have been
completed so far Also, improvement of NH-44 from Jowai to Ratacherra (length
104 km) in the State of Meghalaya to 2 lane with paved shoulder is in progress by
National Highways Authority of India (INHAT).

Ministry of Railways has sanctioned two new rail doubling projects totalling 283
km in NER in the last three years.

Adrports Authority of India {(AAI) 1s constructing a Greenfield airport at
Pakyong (Sikkim) suitable for operation of ATR-72 amrcraft. Also, AAl has planned
operationalization of Tezu airport in Arunachal Pradesh for ATR-72 type of aircraft

operations.

Under Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan, Department of Telecom
envisages providing mobile coverage to 8621 identified uncovered villages by installation
of about 6673 mobile towers, installation of 321 mobile tower sites along National

Highways and strengthening of transmission network m the NER.

Ministry of Power 1s implementing Comprehensive Scheme for Strengthening of
Transmission and Distribution Systems mn Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim at a total
estimated cost of ¥ 4754.42 crore with the completion schedule of 48 months ie.
by December, 2018. The Cabinet has accorded investment approval to North Hastern
Region Power System Improvement Project (NERPSIP) for six States (viz. Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura and Nagaland for strengthening of the Intra-
State Transmission and Distribution System (33 kv and above) at a total cost of
T 5111.33 crore with the completion schedule of 48 months ie. by December, 2018.

In addition, Ministry of Development of North Hastern Region mcluding North
Eastern Council provides funds to State Governments to bridge infrastructural gaps in
North Hast. Under NLCPR Scheme Ministry of DoNER has sanctioned 169 projects
at an approved cost of T 2791.44 crore and North Eastern Council has sanctioned
41 projects at an approved cost of ¥ 500.582 crore, during the last three years and

the current year.
Efficiency of IMD

2402. SHRI R. VAITHILINGAM: Will the Minister of EARTH SCIENCES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any steps to increase the efficiency of the
India Meteorological Department (IMDY;



