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studies. The Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS), which is an independent registered
society, 18 one such institute. Apart from financial assistance from this Ministry, the
Institute has also been funded by other Government and non-Government entities.
The financial assistance received by ICS from this Ministry for the current I'Y
(2016-17) will come to an end on 31 March 2017 The institute has been advised
to submit proposals for research projects and activities, based on the merits of
which the exact quantum of financial support to the nstitute by this Ministry for
the next FY (2017-18) will be decided.

(¢) and (d) According to information available with this Ministry, ICS has
selected a candidate to serve as the next Director on expiry of the term of the

current incumbent.
Talk on Indus Water issues with Pakistan

2414, SHRI K. R. ARJTUNAN: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India has signaled to Pakistan that India is willing

to commence the talk on Indus Water issue;
(by 1if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it 1s also a fact that India has communicated to Pakistan that there
1s no reason that the two countries could not sort out their differences on Indus
Water as they had in the past; and

(dy if so, the response from Pakistan in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRT M. J. AKBAR): {(a) to (d) At the invitation of his Pakistan counterpart, the
Commissioner (Indus) of India will participate in the 113th meeting of Permanent
Indus Commission (PIC), scheduled to be held in Pakistan on 20-21 March 2017
PIC was established in accordance with the Tndus Waters Treaty (TWT), 1960 between
India and Pakistan. The Treaty mandates the PIC to maintain cooperative arrangement
for the implementation of the Treaty and to promote co-operation between the two
sides for the development of the waters systems. The Treaty also mandates the PIC to
meet at least once a year alternately in India and Pakistan. The forthcoming meeting
of PIC is a regular Treaty-mandated meeting. The TWT has been the cornerstone
of the sharing of waters of the river Indus and its tributaries between India and
Pakistan, and the Government remains committed to addressing all matters within
the Treaty’s purview bilaterally with Pakistan through appropriate mechanisms in
accordance with the TWT.



