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MR. CHAIRMAN: Question is over.
*243. [The questioner was absent.]
Flexi pricing in trains
*243. SHRI VIVEK GUPTA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s experiment with flexi/surge pricing for a few trains

carlier has resulted in a loss of bookings, if so, the details thereof;

(b) the details of the trains in which this surge pricing has been implemented
and the revenue generated through ticket sales in these trains over the past six

months, month-wise; and

(c) whether the Ministry is planning to extend this surge pricing for more trains

in the coming days, if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH PRABHU): (a) to (c) A

Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
Statement

(a) No fare structure by the name of surge pricing has been introduced on
Indian Railways. However, Flexi Fare System has been introduced in all Rajdhani,
Shatabdi and Duronto trains with effect from 09.09.2016. On Indian Railways,
occupancy pattern of reserved accommodation is not uniform. It varies over peak and
lean periods, sector to sector and also over different types of trains. Hence, during
peak periods, the trains run with higher occupancy (more than the berth potential)
and sometimes during non-peak times, some berths remain vacant. Therefore, no
conclusion can be drawn regarding occupancy based on the limited time for which

this scheme has been in vogue.
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(b) For the period 09.09.2016 to 28.02.2017, earnings in Rajdhani, Shatabdi
and Duronto trains in which flexi fare system has been introduced has increased by

13.93% in comparison to corresponding period of the previous year.

Comparative statement showing details of earnings in Rajdhani, Shatabdi and
Duronto trains during the past six months are given month-wise as under:—

(in X crores)

Month Actual earnings

2015-16 2016-17
September 274.92 286.34
October 323.59 364.56
November 336.80 380.07
December 357.45 411.72
January 334.73 395.80
February 304.11 353.75

(c) At present, there is no proposal to extend the flexi fare system to other Mail/
Express/Superfast trains. However, to improve the occupancy of all trains including

Rajdhani, Shatabdi and Duronto trains, the following changes have been made:—

(i) 10% rebate in basic fare is given on vacant berths/seats booked after
preparation of first chart in all trains including Rajdhani, Shatabdi and

Duronto trains on an experimental basis for six months.

(i) Tatkal quota has been reduced in flexi fare trains from maximum of
30% to 10% of the total berths availability to enhance availability of

berths during the advance reservation period.

(iii) Discounted fare has been offered for the passengers of Jaipur-Ajmer
and Ajmer-Jaipur in 12015/12016 New Delhi-Ajmer Shatabdi Express
and for the passengers of Bengaluru City-Mysuru and Mysuru-Bengaluru
City in 12007/12008 Chennai Central-Mysuru Shatabdi Express on an
experimental basis for a period of six months.

(iv) From Ist April, 2017, the Vikalp/ATAS (Alternative Train Accommodation
System) Scheme is being further expanded to provide shifting the
waiting list passengers of one train across all categories of trains without
realization of any difference of fare or grant of refund, as the case may
be. Thus a passenger booked in a normal Mail/Express train can be shifted
to an alternate Mail/Express, Rajdhani, Humsafar, Duronto, Shatabdi,

Special train or Suvidha train in the same class of accommodation.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Questioner is not present. Let the answer be given.

SHRI LA. GANESAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. Will the Minister of
Railways be pleased to reply how many railway stations were selected to make
them as Adarsh Stations with all the modern facilities in Tamil Nadu? Which is
first station that you have selected to start the work? When will the work start and

when is it supposed to end?

SHRI SURESH PRABHU: Sir, I have great regard for my colleague, the hon.
Member of Parliament. This is a priority for us. Unfortunately, it does not fall into
this question. But, we will definitely consider it. Tamil Nadu is a very important
State. Chennai is an important city. We are very concerned about all the travellers
who go from there. I was in Chennai, as you know, for a long time in the last few

days. I had a detailed meeting and we will follow it up.
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*244. [The questioner was absent.]
Use of solar water pumps for irrigation

*244. SHRI DILIP KUMAR TIRKEY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that energy-efficient and cheap solar water
pumps are being put to use for irrigation purposes in some parts of the world very

successfully;

(b) if so, whether Government proposes to promote and popularize solar water

pumps in the country as well; and

(c) if so, whether any plan has been chalked out for the same, if so, the details
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) to (c) A Statement is
laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Yes, Sir. In order to maintain quality, the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) has developed technical standards for Solar Pumps derived from
standards followed internationally and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

The cost of solar pumps has reduced in the last few years due to reduction in Solar



