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(b) whether Government has any plan to create awareness among people living

in highly polluted areas?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT FOREST,
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI ANIL MADHAV DAVE): (a) Government 1s aware of
reports of the World Health Organization (WHQ) stating that environmental pollution
is one of the contributors for child mortality. Air Pollution could be one of the triggering
factors for respiratory ailments and associated diseases. However, there are no conclusive
data/evidence available to establish direct correlation between diseases vis-a-vis child
mortality and air pollution. Health effects of air pollution are generally synergistic
manifestation of the individual's food habits, occupatipnal hazard, socio-economic

status, medical history, immunity, heredity, etc.

(b) Government has taken various steps to create awareness among people
regarding pollution control measures which inter alia include publicity in, print, electronic
and web portal media, Online data on Air Quality Index - a tool for effective
communication of air quality status to people; flagging off Science Express Climate
Action Special Train;, Eco-clubs in schools; organising exhibitions, etc.

Active volcanos in the country
#2770, SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to state:
{a) whether a volcano in India has recently become active; and

(by if so, the details of its activation and precautionary steps taken by

Government to protect that area {rom any losses?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF MINES (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL):
{a) and (b) Yes Sir, a team of scientists from National Institute of Oceanography (NIO)
spotted/witnessed the eruption of Barren Island volcano in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands on 23rd and 26th January, 2017 and reported smoke and ejecta coming out from
the volcano. The volcano erupted in small episodes of five to ten minutes. The eruption
consisted of small ash emissions in both explosive and effusive manner along with
small lava flows. It is the only active volcano of the Indian Sub-continent located in
Andaman Sea at about 138 km. east of Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. The
oldest recorded historical eruption of Barren Island volcano was in the year 1787
Intermittent activity has been recorded in the Barren Island volcano from 1991 onwards

after remaining dormant for about 150 years.

The Barren Island is uminhabited by human population and there are no civil
structures. Thus, no losses are presumed to occur due to the eruption of Barren Island
volcane.



