308 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

S1. Year Scheme  Project Amount
No. sanctioned
(in lakh)
1. 2014-15 — — —

2. 2015-16 Swadesh Development of Pathanamthitta Gavi T 9922.00
Darshan  Vagamon Thekkady as Eco Tourism
Circuit in Idduki and Pathanamthitta
district in Kerala.
3. 2016-17 Swadesh Development of Sabarimala-Erumeli- T 9999.00
Darshan  Pampa-Sannidhanam as a spiritual
circuit in District Pathanamthitta,
Kerala.
4, 2016-17 Swadesh Development of Sree Padmanabha T 9244.00
Darshan  Arnamula-Sabrimala as a Spiritual
Circuit in Kerala.

(c) The State Government of Kerala has informed that they are providing
assistance in the form of infrastructure for tapping the scenic beauty of the tourism
spots. They have implemented Clean Destination Campaign through Local Self
Government Department (LSGD), State Kudumbashree Mission, District Tourism
Promotion Councils, other Government Organisations and NGO’s. Subsequently, a
new scheme “Green Carpet” have started which is mainly for providing the basic
development and infrastructure at the tourism destinations. Further, they are actively
participating in Road Shows, Trade Fairs both domestic and abroad for focusing
to promote the tourist spots for attracting domestic and international tourists.
Advertisements through print, electronic and social medias are also undertaken for

the above purpose.
Steps to increase in-bound tourists to the country

3181. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any steps to increase the number of in-bound
tourists to the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof, and

(¢) how much has been the increase in the number of in-bound tourists in the

country during the last two years?



Written Answers to [29 March, 2017] Unstarred Questions 309

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) The Ministry of Tourism has taken various steps to increase
the number of in-bound tourists in the country which infer alia include the following:

(1) The nomenclature of existing e-Tourist Visa has been changed to e-Visa with

three sub categories i.e. e-Tourist Visa, E-Business Visa and e-Medical Visa
for citizens of 161 countries.

(i) Development and promotion of ‘Niche Tourism’ products.

(iii) Generating sufficient manpower to meet the requirements of the tourism and
hospitality industry.
(iv) Launch of 24x7 toll free Multi-Lingual Tourist Helpline.

(v) Providing Central Financial Assistance (CFA) to State Governments/Union
Territory Administrations for various tourism projects including fairs, festivals
and tourism related events as per the relevant scheme guidelines.

(vi) Ministry of Tourism is offering free Pre-loaded SIM Cards for tourists on
e-Visa at the ITDC counter at IGI Airport.

In addition, the Ministry of Tourism has also taken the following steps for the
development of Tourism:-

(1) Launching theme based tourist circuits under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme
for integrated development of tourism infrastructure and facilities.

(i) Launching the National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual
Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) to beautify and improve the amenities and

infrastructure at pilgrimage centres of all faiths.

(iii) Promoting India as a holistic tourism destination including the various
tourism sites and products of every State/Union Territory of the country in
the domestic and international markets.

(¢) Foreign Tourists Arrivals (FTAs) in India during the year 2015 were 80,27,133
with a growth rate of 4.5% over the year 2014 and during the year 2016 were
88,89,784 with a growth rate of 10.7% over the year 2015.

Project for Sant Nagri under PRASAD Scheme

3182, SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA:
MAHANT SHAMBHUPRASADIJI TUNDIYA:

Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of Gujarat has proposed a project
of Sant Nagri under PRASAD Scheme of the Central Government as a special case;



