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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
7. Jammu and Kashmir 0.20 0.20 0.19 0.15 0.13 0.13
8 Karnataka 269 244 232 228 226 222
9. Kerala 319 3.06 289 259 230 211
10. Madhya Pradesh 1.14 112 1.10 111 1.04 1.03
11. Maharashtra 265 247 231 212 1.99 1.87
12. North East 025 0.19 0.14 0.13 0.12 0.12
13. Odisha 046 037 035 032 031 029
14. Punjab 144 132 122 112 1.06 1.02
15. Rajasthan 116 101 0.92 0.82 0.79 0.74
16. Tamil Nadu 319 311 291 276 264 253
17. Uttar Pradesh (East) 127 1.05 0.80 0.51 0.50 0.50
18. Uttar Pradesh (West) 0.80 077 0.54 048 043 040
19. West Bengal 0.68 0.55 031 044 037 033
20. Kolkata 1.18 1.14 1.08 1.00 091 0.86
21. Delhi 291 296 3.10 3.14 317 321
22. Mumbai 301 299 3.06 3.06 3.04 3.04

TotaL 3217 3021 2850 2639 2522 24.34
Source: DoT.

Increase in diffusion rates for broadband and mobile phone services

3415. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be

pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by Government to increase the diffusion rates for broadband

and mobile phone services;

(b) the current number of broadband subscribers in the country and whether
Government has met the desired target of subscribers, as envisaged in the National
Telecom Policy (2012); and

(¢) the steps taken by Government to increase digital literacy to ensure that
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internet is used effectively and adoption of Wi-Fi is optimum?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOJ SINHA): (a) Telecom Commission at its meeting held on 14.12.2016
approved the revised implementation strategy of BharatNet project. It has been planned
to provide 100 Mbps broadband connectivity to all Gram Panchayats (approx. 2.5 lakh)
in the country by using an optimal mix of underground fibre, fibre over power lines,
radio and satellite media. The project is planned to be implemented in three phases:
Under first phase of the project, 1 lakh Gram Panchayats (GPs) are to be connected by
laying underground Optical Fibre Cable(OFC) by March 2017. Under second phase,
connectivity will be provided to remaining 1.5 lakh GPs in the country using an optimal
mix of underground fibre, fibre over power lines, radio and satellite media, and provision
of Wi-Fi Hotspots in all 2,50,000 GPs in the country, which is targeted to be completed
by December, 2018.

965 MHz of spectrum has been auctioned in October, 2016. Trading and sharing
of spectrum and active infrastructure sharing have been permitted to increase the

diffusion rates.

To facilitate the laying of Optical Fibre Cable and mobile tower infrastructure by
licensed telecom service providers, Indian Telegraph Right of Way Rules, 2016 has
been notified on 15th November, 2016.

(b) The total number of broadband subscribers (Wireless and Wireline) in the
country as on 31st December, 2016 is 236.09 million as per the existing definition of
broadband. National Telecom Policy (NTP) 2012 aims to achieve 175 million broadband
connections by the year 2017 and 600 million by the year 2020 at minimum 2 Mbps
download speed.

(¢) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has approved the

following three Schemes for providing Digital Literacy to the masses:—

(@ Inline with the objective of the 'National Policy on Information Technology
2012' to make one person in every household in the country e-literate, a
scheme for IT Mass Literacy renamed as National Digital Literacy Mission)
was approved in March, 2014 to train 10 lakh persons with a total outlay
of ¥ 97.02 crore.

(i) A scheme entitled 'Digital Saksharta Abhiyan' to make 42.50 lakh persons
digitally literate in selected households throughout the country with a total
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budget outlay of 380 crore was approved on 09.12.2014 under Digital India
programme. The cumulative target of making 52.50 lakh persons digitally

literate under the above two schemes has been achieved in December, 2016.

@ii) Government has approved 'Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan'
(PMGDISHA) to make 6 crore rural houscholds digitally literate to usher in
digital literacy in rural India at an outlay of ¥ 2,351.38 crore. Under the
PMGDISHA scheme, to ensure equitable geographical reach, each of the
2,50,000 Gram Panchayats would be expected to register an average of 200-
300 candidates.

Interconnecting problems of BSNL and MTNL networks

3416. SHRI RANVIJAY SINGH JUDEV: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS

be pleased to state:

(@ the reasons for facing connectivity problem when migrating from BSNL to

MTNL as both are owned by Government; and

(b) whether Government has a plan to merge BSNL and MTNL for better

performance?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANQJ SINHA): (a) Roaming services between Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) are working properly in their

respective licensed service areas.

No complaint on connectivity issue for migration from BSNL to MTNL has been

received.

(b) At present, there is no proposal for merger of Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL).

Direct procurement of pulses

3417. SHRI HARIVANSH: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has any plan to increase the buffer stock of pulses to

protect the interests of farmers;

(b) whether Government has any plan to engage Central agencies to procure

pulses directly from farmers; and



