Written Answers to [3 February, 2017] Unstarved Questions 239

(d)y 1if so, whether there 1s need for special posting of such experienced Engineers

for three years in IRICEN to improve the safety in Railways; and
(e) 1if so, the action taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) to (e) Engineers are posted to various organizations/units including Track
Machine Organization and Indian Railway Institute of Civil Engineering (IRICEN)
depending upon job requirements and their suitability. At present in RDSO, there is

no Track Machine Civil Engineer with over 15 years experience of working in RDSO.
Surge pricing on premium high-speed frain services
275. SHRI AJAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Railways have introduced surge pricing on some of its premium

high-speed train services;

(b)y 1if so, the details thereof and the experience gamned since introduction of this

pricing mechanism; and

(¢) whether this price mechanism will divert traffic from Railways to airways,
if not, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) and (b) No such fare structure has been introduced by the name of
surge pricing. However, wef. 09.09.2016 Flexi Fare System has been introduced in
Rajdhani, Duronto and Shatabdi trains. Under this system, the base fare increases
by 10% with every 10% of berths sold subject to maximum ceiling limit of 1.5
times in classes Second AC, Sleeper, Second Sitting (Reserved), AC Chair Car and
1.4 times in 3rd AC class. No change has been made in the fares for Ist AC and

Executive class of travel.

There is mixed response from different quarters on the introduction of Flexi
Fare System. Based on the feedback received, review have been made on Flexi
Fare system and the provision of Tatkal Quota has been reduced from maximum
30% to 10% of the total berths availability. Further 10% discount has been offered
in all trains including Rajdhani, Duronto and Shatabdi trains on the vacant berths
after preparation of first chart.

(¢) In view of variable fare structure, the fare may or may not be higher than
Air fares. The Flexi Fare System has been introduced only in Rajdhani/Shatabdi/
Duronto trains. Other Mail/Express and Superfast services are available on the normal
fare structures. It cannot therefore be said that this mechanism will divert traffic

from Railways to Airways.



