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(a) whether any steps have been taken to immprove technical competence of

farmers, if so, the details thereof; and

(b) the details of steps taken, if any, to promote scientific farming and adoption

of modern approach to agriculture by farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI S. 5. AHLUWALIA): (a) and (b) The Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has established a network of 663 Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs) at district level in the country aiming at capacity development of
farmers in view of their location specific requirements. The KVKs impart training
to farmers to mmprove their skills for improved farming. Besides, the Government
has started several schemes/programmes to promote scientific farming and adoption

of modem approach by farmers. Such modern approaches are as follows:—

e Per drop more crop to enhance the water use efficiency through Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY).

e Covering the risk of crop failure and minimise the monetary loss by Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY).

e Promotion of organic farming through Paramparagat Krnishi Vikas Yojana and
Organic Value Chain for North Eastern Region.

e Maintaining soil health by promotion of Soil Health Cards Scheme.

e FHlectronic mode of transactions of agricultural commodities by electronic
National Agriculture Market (elNAM).

e [nriching farmer scientist interfaces through Farmer FIRST programme.
e [ntrepreneurial development of rural youth through Aftracting and Retaining
Youth in Agriculture (ARYA).

Throwing away of potatoes and tomatoes by farmers

195, SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that agricultural produces like tomato and
potato are being thrown away by farmers in some parts of the country as they are

not getting even handling charges of their produce, due to demonetization;
(by if so, the details of Government plan to protect farmers' economy; and

(c¢) if not, whether Government wishes to find out about poor marketing system of
agriculture produce to ensure farmers’ interest in tune with Government's commitment

to double the farmers' income?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) As per the data available
with the Government of India, the price trends of potato and tomato during the year
2014, 2015 and 2016 always showed declining trend during the months of November
and December The modal prices of both potato and tomato have been reported by

and large above their production costs during the demonetization period.

(b) and {c¢) In order to protect the interest of farmers, the Government announces
Minimum Support Price (MSP) for agricultural crops. However, potato and tomato
are not covered under MSP. Government of India implements Market Intervention
Scheme (MIS) for procurement of horticultural and agricultural commodities including
potato and tomato which are perishable in nature and not covered under Price
Support Scheme (PSS). The objective of the intervention is to protect the farmers
from making distress sale in the event of bumper crop during the peak arrival
period when the prices tend to fall below economic levels and cost of production.
The condition 1s that there should be either at least a 10% increase in production
or a 10% decrease in the ruling market prices over the previous normal year. The
scheme is implemented at the request of a State/UT Government which is ready to
bear 50% of the loss (25% in case of North Eastern States), if any, incurred on

its implementation.
Suicide by farmers in Maharashira

196. SHRI ANIL DESAT: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether spate of farmers' suicide in Vidarbha, particularly in Yavatmal and

Pimpri Buti is on the rise;

(by if so, the number of suicides taken place in Maharashtra in the last two

years; and

(c¢) the concrete steps Government is taking to address the woes of debt ridden
tarmers whose crops have failed in the region?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) and (b) The National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) under the Ministry of Home Affairs compiles and
disseminates information on suicides, in its publication titled ‘Accidental Deaths and
Suicides 1n India” (ADSIT). These Reports on suicides upto 2015, are available at its
website. As per ADSI Reports for the years 2014 and 2015, the total number of
suicides by farmers and agricultural labourers in the State of Maharashtra is 4,004
in the year 2014 and 4,291 in the year 2015 The ADSI Report does not provide



