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some good suggestions, they are welcome.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Question 197. Shri D. Raja.
SHRI VIVEK K. TANKHA: Please also see the. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN:This Question is over. Please. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Please give me the suggestion, we will definitely

look into it. ...(Interruptions)...
Release of Indian fishermen arrested by Sri Lankan Navy

*197.SHRI D. RAJA: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Sri Lankan Navy continues to arrest Indian
fishermen and they have lately arrested seven fishermen from Mandapam and confiscated
their two trawlers on charges of engaging in bottom trawling, if so, the details thereof;

and

(b) what is the number of fishermen and trawlers in their custody, at present, and

what measures are being taken to get them released?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARALJ):
(a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Instances of Indian fishermen apprehended for allegedly fishing in Sri Lankan
waters have been reported from time to time. Seven Indian fishermen along with their two
trawlers bearing registration numbers IND/TN/11/MM/346 and IND/TN/11/MM/227
from Ramanathapuram District in Tamil Nadu were apprehended by Sri Lankan Navy on
12 July, 2017 for allegedly poaching in Sri Lankan territorial waters. The fishermen along
with the trawlers were handed over to Assistant Director Fisheries and Aquatic Resources,
Jaffna by the Sri Lankan Navy on 13 July, 2017 and were subsequently produced before
the Court and remanded to judicial custody till 27 July, 2017. The fishermen were
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produced at the Court on 27 July, 2017 and the Court extended their judicial custody upto
10 August, 2017. Pursuant to continued diplomatic efforts, Government could secure the

release of these 7 fishermen on 28 July, 2017.

(b) The number of Indian fishermen and fishing boats in the custody of Sri Lankan

authorities as on 31 July, 2017 is 15 and 117 respectively.

Government regularly takes up the matter of early release and repatriation of Indian
fishermen with the Government of Sri Lanka. Our High Commission in Colombo provides
humanitarian and legal assistance to the apprehended fishermen. As a result of sustained
diplomatic efforts, Government has so far secured the release of 251 fishermen and

42 fishing boats in Sri Lankan custody in 2017.

Government has taken up the fishermen issues at the highest level, including by
the Prime Minister with the Sri Lankan President and Prime Minister during his visit to
Sri Lanka in May, 2017. I had also raised the matter with the visiting Sri Lankan Prime
Minister in April, 2017 and subsequently with the Sri Lankan Minister of Foreign Affairs

during the latter's visit to India in June, 2017.

Following our 2+2 initiative in November, 2016 when the Foreign and Fisheries
Ministers of the two countries met in New Delhi, a bilateral Joint Working Group (JWG)
mechanism was institutionalized to address the fishermen issues. It was also agreed that
Ministers for Fisheries of the two countries meet every six months to review the progress.
So far two rounds of the JWG meeting have been held. The 2nd meeting of the JIWG
held on 7 April, 2017 in Colombo took stock of the implementation of the Confidence
Building Measures (CBMs) agreed to by both sides pending a permanent solution to the

fishermen issues.

SHRI D. RAJA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank Sushmaji for giving a detailed reply. It

is good that the Prime Minister is in the House when this question is being taken up.

Sir, the reply clearly admits that the Sri Lankan Navy continues to arrest the Indian
fishermen and confiscate their boats. The reply says, "The number of Indian fishermen
and fishing boats in the custody of Sri Lankan authorities as on 31st July, 2017 is 15 and
117 respectively".

In this regard, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has written to the Prime Minister.

Several political parties are-agitating and raising this issue. What is the time-frame for the
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release of fishermen and return of boats? Boats are not small things. These are expensive
boats. When they confiscate boats, the fishermen lose their livelihood. Fishermen are in
their prisons. What is the time-frame, and, what are you going to do for the release of

fishermen and for return of their boats?

Sl AT RIS GRS S, S814 8l f$ 3RT YRS ared I8 & 1 it
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I Teal BIed T, Ul IX 7 Bisd & § I8 el Al b AR SRR F 31 & 91
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SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, the reply says, "The Indian fishermen apprehended for
allegedly fishing in Sri Lankan waters..." This is a big question, Madam. Your reply also
says, "Following our 2+2 initiative in November, 2016, when the Foreign and Fisheries
Ministers of the two countries met in New Delhi, a bilateral Joint Working Group (JWG)
mechanism was institutionalized to address the fishermen issues." My question is: when
you use the words, 'allegedly fishing in Sri Lankan waters', how do you define the Sri
Lankan waters? In 1974 and 1976, the Maritime Boundary Line Agreements were signed
between India and Sri Lanka, thereby the Katchatheevu Island was given to Sri Lanka.
The agreements admit that fishermen have access to Katchatheevu Island but fishermen
are denied I their fishing rights. In such a situation, will the Joint Working Group
reconsider the bilateral agreements and Katchatheevu agreement for renegotiation? It
takes away the traditional fishing rights of our fishermen and they are 'allegedly' in Sri
Lankan waters. What do you mean by 'Sri Lankan waters'? We gave our Katchatheevu
Island to Sri Lanka when maritime boundary line was signed. That is why I am asking:

Is the Government open — the Prime Minister is here; let him explain if necessary — to
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take up this issue with the Sri Lankan Government for reopening and renegotiating the

Katchatheevu agreement?

SIE SISO EIIRE N S BRI RIRESTREIE S IPESISCIE RS N S ISP ST CIEEE]
faeryst €1 919 ‘allegedly’ ¥Teg foraT <TG ®, 1 SHBT Adeld I8 & P 89 S9 WHR T8l
PX V8 1 'Reportedly’ 'allegedly’, 3 TG BT Al T8l ¥, d=-T &9 WY g - Sri
Lankan territorial waters, aﬁﬁgﬂﬁﬁ'@ﬂﬁ ‘allegedly in Sri Lankan waters.'

Waﬁﬁﬂgmﬂ@ﬂ,@TﬁGﬁKatchatheevuéﬁaﬁﬁaﬁT%, Katchatheevu
‘DT HHAT sub judice %, ?R?ﬁ*l(’ JWG &T mechanism ST el o T&T %, oAfpT 242
initiative % SR # ¥ AT TGN TN HY Sff T81 §S §U B, I8 IT! UBA W & Y gan
Bl D! TS 8, HY 1Y Uoh U8 SIS BT, T8 ‘ad hoc' RiciRielt ol <=1 o1l o
T HA! ST & U I8 Al g, Al S Bl {6 a1 I8 V4 & Fadr I 2 R/
TADT Eﬁﬁs‘ RN [T A8l 81 Al 87 3?@5 %ﬂ;’ qgd _GI@ brain-storming EaEGI]
AT g5, I77eh WR IR 1 1R A WR W AT s ATl 89 |l <1 I [ b 519 dd
BH 31U WYIIRI Bl deep sea fishing BT TR® Tl of SIGI, T IH g AHAT GH el
BT 39 17 e g1 7197 foram a1 6 & 3191 A@aTRI Bl deep sea fishing &1 IRE
o Y| 39 oY 1,500 BRI TUY BT Joic AT| TETTHAT ST 7 HET fh 1,500 BRI U
PO el §, A8 [IaT Wl =9 81 ST, W $9 APART Bl deep sea fishing BT dRB of
SR

maﬁwraﬁaﬁ,wmaﬁggﬁmﬁﬁ bottom trawling & Ted o hf3rT 8t
Y&l 8, 98 YYTGRYI B WRIG BRA| 8, 9ifb 98 TS Pl IX BT YRT B Blel HR of SRl
81 ¥R, deep sea fishing T 81 b BRI Sl Hoferdi 1 8, 9w o1l & 3R gafaror
P TRIG BT ©, AT B APARI P 81 I 781 Tl &1 AT $hP [T 1,500 BRI
BYY BT goIC 3R A g B! 3fafS TI s, A1 B I8 T §a [ 500 BRIS 1 59 Ul a8
g SIa, fTFH A 250 BRIS Y U dl TITHE AR 250 BRI AATTg TaTHE S|
Hel JAYH! gl Y G & b 9 9 &b 250 PRIS BUY A F 200 PRIS BYY TqHHS
Wwﬁg,ﬁmﬁqwﬁglﬂgﬁdeep sea fishing T ATEIH B9 AR =
3TITTRIT &, <1t & 19 g AT 81 SITQ, 1 ST Rl &l 81 S

319 BH Sl 91 AR T2 E, S JWG B, S W fdh T8 2+2 initiative T 21?7 IR BT
Foreign Minister % 1Y Fisheries Minister 31X sfieidT & Foreign Minister % T Fisheries
Minister T8l IR faeeil # 93 3R a8 I8 I3 fhaT fh 89 deep sea fishing &1 TR ST 3B
21 39T AER B & foIy ST 2 & Fisheries Minister 8% : HeM WX feiill g9
3ad! g gY el © o6 FawR # <M1 <el @l /iy gs, a1 AfRer g9R &R &
e 9%, SUF 915 SR § & First Ministerial Meeting 81 TS, 516 89 Fisheries
Minister 3R S9T% Fisheries Minister f¥el, 3% 12T 1 3TTell M 22 3R &) T4 &1
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TIT% g1 I three Ministerial Meetings, three JWG meetings gl TI'&‘ %, E?Fﬁ SIERICE
QN Tl Y2 &1 89 JWG 31R Ministerial meetings H 319 Hadt 3A-T I8 I8 & b I8 S
A 7, 39 919 | AR IT8d &4 ¢ &1 SV, 39 AU Bl UAT mechanism I ST fh
9 &9 9T ¥ & b & deep sea fishing @I TR oI I ¥, I BH A &H 39 919 319 I8
THe-gHS Id B

Katchatheevu @T AIFTET U BIC ¥ &, T8 sub judice Bl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now Shri La. Ganesan. ...(Interruptions)... One minute please.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, the question is: Is the Government going to

renegotiate Katchatheevu agreement? ... (Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me go to the next question. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Sir, at least. ... (Interruptions)...
SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Our fishermen were going there. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is not your question. ...(Interruptions)... Please do sit down.

...(Interruptions)... Yes, Mr. Ganesan.

SHRI LA. GANESAN: Respected Chairman, Sir, through you, I want to get a
clarification or confirmation from the hon. Minister about the information that I have
got on the fishermen issue. The Sri Lankan Government, normally, do not prevent entry
of any of the Indian fishermen when they go for fishing in their territory by traditional
way by boat. They only prevent and arrest when they go with a trawler. That is why the
Government also talked to the fishermen leader and asked to divert them to deep sea

fishing. I want to get a clarification from the hon. Minister.

S AT TRIST: A GHRT H816d, S7eb] DRI [depel Al 81 STd 84
#eiehT & Aged F IR-IR 91 B 8, 1 9 T&1 Had 8 3 traditional fishing F fofg 31md,
I B4 B fodpd F81 8, AfeT 89 faahd ® bottom trawler fishing I ST ST
He [dege |al Bl

BH T mechanism 31X §T IET &, S8l QM1 a-% P AN fHeld o, a1 7 W@
Fishermen Association T ENIENCIN W1 2 5 3T traditional fishing BIFTY, 31T bottom
trawler fishing R BRI 82 N TR AT E|'I§"Jﬁ % bottom trawler fishing TAR 9§ 9t
gfq&ferd 81 Food and Agriculture Association Organization T order %, <ifp gaR e
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& TSI 3R FAO & TRy & FTas]E 60 BSIR bottom trawler WIRT ¥ el 2 & 3R 5
ESTR 3Tl AMAETg W I Y8 &, olfch 379 dAHATTg WRBR 1 U had IOl & b 3
T4, 2017 3 Y bottom trawler BT registration &1 B AT &1 IAFIAYRA F Al I8 I<
Bl TRT B, ISR 3 Al 95 81 71 7, AR H Wl g5 81 AT & 3MR UThd § Al 5 81 W1
81 39 W9 STIEl R S8 ¥ g5 B} g1 Bl ggaplie H Al g &1 71 &, 1 379 A1
IRREIM bottom trawler fishing BT T8l 81 YT &1 S9N 3R BT FHRAT I Tl & S,
AfdHT A bottom trawler fishing J&T ft wfafRra g1

AEIGY, IR-R &Y ST AT 3T AR TG HE & [ IRBR FIT B I8! g1 H
1S f&@MT =& €, public memory is very short, 89 Had @I ®I TSI T8l I8 & 3MIDT
ATH & BAR UTd HPITRI & IR IR BT 1 HaT o1, 519 TR GRHR Y| 81 I8 TRBR
el oft, A9 #ft A= WoruE St & WRER o, I A 919 B, 9I WAl Sff 7 uiEl &
IR & BIAY 7 BT gSargT 47 3R S il Bl HRd a1 oIy 31T

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, I must gracefully acknowledge that after Shri Narendra

Modiji took over as the Prime Minister of India. ... (Inferruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question please. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: ...the Indian fishermen of Tamil Nadu origin, even though
they are frequently taken into custody by the Lankan Government, are released at a faster

pace. I must acknowledge. ... (Interruptions)...

But my question to the hon. Minister is this. Recently, the Lankan Government has
enacted a draconian law whereby it provides for imprisonment upto two years and a fine
of more than X 50,000 for the fishermen who are taken into custody. Has the Government

of India taken note of it? What steps are they taking in this regard?

ST AT RIS : A1 AT ST, 7 Uae & g | 1. ). Ha/g= Sff a1 $R
I T, 98 Yae Hicdl # 6 JaTs Bl 9TRT gl 7 3R Sl YU & aifex 3, 57t wder,
SP! IRG A IR [T 7T 1, «Afb q1e 3§ 98 WRBR [deT &b wY 7 gk 8311 I
|E! 2 fh IHH G ARE I Foll HI U@L & AR I8 &, &1 A1cl IP Dl Aol IT HH | HH
50 9N ¥YU Dbl \_g“ﬁ:ﬂ, ofh I8 fha & ﬁﬂ' %, B bottom trawler fishing PIREIEG]
DR P gl H 3l gd &b SR H a1 bl § P bottom trawler fishing BAR J&T AT
Hﬁi@@lﬁ%l:rq bottom trawling %mﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂ%’ﬁg%ﬂm
T IS T8l B I8 fA9T Indian Fishermen & F&fd 7 816, qafavor & Hdferd
Bl Bottom trawler, sea surface D1 W B <l B, S BId & of SIdl 81 $ATT AR I
A1 IH FAO 1 g7 DR 3T &, 71 9 31T Uae & wU H ol 31T &1 § a7l R8T § b garT
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HH I 3 7TE DI AT, I8 dl 6 Jals Bl gIR | 915 a1 g1 gAfey 39 gae &l
AeThT TRBR - TITIR0T HY efte I IR fhar Bl

sft fohRwa eaT: A [HIfT S, § s A1eas ¥ J-g H#3 S & e |
AT ATEdT § 1% I8 GHRI Bad AMerg 3 Sicidl & |1 & 781 ©, dich I8 FaRT
ORI & A1 UIBAT B W 8 AR I8 GHRIT Ufead 37l &b A1 e B 4 2
ST natural calamity ﬁ(‘ﬁ%, al trawlers ﬁﬂﬁmﬁ%, Hﬁ"s‘ SHIEE) Ebﬁ—ai qlf?bmld, aﬁs‘
sfiefeT AT Indian fishermen & i@l § el ST Bl

MR. CHAIRMAN: But the question is on Sri Lanka.

S} RT3 A1=2T: TR, ¥ 3791 IR YO @1 E b 995 9 1 BIs IR 7l 51 $qfeTy
8T Sl trawler confiscated 81 ST &, fishermen &1 ThS oidl ©, 3P dR H YR IRBR
BT T 0T 82

SR AT FARTST: TR Sfl, ST 379 e, aife a8 Sficia Wiifthe qard
2, S H 391 STa7q {2l fUsell IR |aTd $o7 AT - ORI | YIS S ardl
F ey H| BAN TP AT AW Med Sl I8 8, Sl IGH 9gd &l SATal 3 o 2
I 3 AT | B I8 Bl arg P 17T 2 i e Ay o= g ==t gn &
3 A it fawar & - ufegs §e & IR H, Wi & IR | o sfieiat & Hdfdd iR
Al 91, § 99 GedT R S 39 99T © 1 I8 U IS slieier Wit g,
ST H 3701 SR F81 A 1A k@1 2

Inclusion of Ayurveda in Civil Services Examination

*198. DR. SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY: Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to

state:

(a) whether itis a fact that numerous representations have been received to include

Ayurveda as an optional subject for the Civil Services Examination; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) too has raised this issue with the Department
of Personnel, the Ministry of Home Affairs and Union Public Service Commission

(UPSC) and if so, what is Government's response to this demand?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS (DR. JITENDRA SINGH): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The

issue is under examination by the Government.

DR. SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY: Mr. Chairman, I need your protection.



