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Regulator for passenger and freight fares
2366. SHRI C. M. RAMESH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has agreed to set up a regulator for
Railways to recommend passenger and freight fares and regulate other things, if so,
the details thereof, and

(b) to what extent this move will help Railways to bring down its losses on

passenger front and increase revenue from freight?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) and (b) Government has approved formation of a Rail Development
Authority (RDA). RDA has been remitted to inter alia assist and facilitate Government
by framing guiding principles/rules/models for tariff determination for both passenger
and freight segments.

Provision of space for nursing mothers at railway stations
2367. SHRI T. RATHINAVEL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Railways have decided to provide space for
nursing mothers at more than 100 railway stations, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Railways have received a representation in this
regard; and

(¢) whether it is also a fact that Railways have plan to extend the said facility
to many more railway stations at a later stage, if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) to (¢) Some representations were received from various corners for
provision of baby feeding corner by nursing mothers at railway stations. Instructions
in this regard have been issued to all Zonal Railways to provide a segregated arca
within the waiting hall at important stations for feeding the babies by nursing mothers.
This corner is provided with a small table and a chair with appropriate partition/screen
around it. At present, more than 100 waiting halls have been provided with this facility.

Inquiry reports of derailing of railway coaches

2368. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether inquiry reports of derailing of railway coaches reveal that in most
cases, coaches, which have been manufactured by old design of 1950, are prone to
derailing;
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(b) if so, the details of such reports and the action taken by Government,
(¢) the number of coaches of old design that are still on the track;

(d) whether Government would replace these coaches with new design coaches,
which are very safe from derailing point of view; and

(e) if so, the time required for replacing old model coaches as safety is always
prior to speed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) and (b) In the current year from 1st April to 30th June 2017, there
have been 12 consequential train derailment accidents over Indian Railways, out of
which there has been only one case purely on account of ‘coach defect’. In the
previous year 2016-17, there have been 78 consequential train derailment accidents
over Indian Railways, out of which cause of only two derailments are attributable
to purely on account of °‘coach defect’. No such conclusion has been drawn in the
inquiry reports that the coaches of old design of 1950 are prone to derailing.

(¢) Passenger coaches running on Indian Railways (IR) are predominantly of two
types—Linke Hofmann Busch (LHB) design coaches and Integral Coach Factory(ICF)
design coaches. LHB type coaches are of modern design as compared to the ICF
type coaches. As on 31.03.17, more than 48,000 ICF type coaches are in the coach
holding of IR.

(d) and (¢) The passenger coaches plying over IR have been designed with
the necessary safety features considering the operating conditions over IR. However,
in an effort to improve the safety performance over IR, LHB type coaches, which
are of a superior design than ICF type coaches and have better safety features like
anti-climbing etc. are being proliferated in Mainline trains. It has also been decided
that the manufacture of ICF type coaches shall be stopped from 2018-19 onwards.
Replacement of in-service coaches from trains on age-cum-condition basis is a

continuous process.
Daily train service between Thiruvananthapuram and Mysuru

2369. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is considering introducing a daily train service between
Thiruvananthapuram and Mysuru on account of increased commutation between these

two stations; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?



