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months, and out of those 36 months, we have only traversed first twelve months, the
remaining 24 months are there. We are time-bound and we are going to complete it.
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Levy of safety cess on train passengers

+*215. SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is considering to put additional burden
on train passengers in the form of safety cess, if so, the reasons therefor; and

(b) if not, the number of times Government has increcased the fare to make
train journcy casy and safe during the last three years, along with results thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH PRABHU): (a) and (b) A
Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) The following announcement was made in the Union Budget 2017-18: “For
passenger safety, a Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh will be created with a corpus of
¥ 1 lakh crores over a period of 5 years. Besides seed capital from the Government,
the Railways will arrange the balance resources from their own revenues and other

sources.”

Indian Railways is not levying any cess by the name of ‘safety surcharge’. Also,
no decision has been taken at present for levy of safety cess on passenger fare.

(b) Safety Surcharge was earlier levied from 01.10.2001 to generate non-lapsable
Special Railway Safety Fund to wipe out the arrears of replacement on the Railways
in a fixed time schedule. With effect from 01.04.2007 the Safety Surcharge was

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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subsumed in the passenger fare in the form of Development Surcharge to fund
Dedicated Freight Corridors. Finally, with effect from 22.01.2013, Development
Surcharge was merged with the basic fares.
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The safety itself will modernize the Railways. So, we are working on it.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Second supplementary, very quickly, Nareshji.
MY TSI W ToR RG]

3t e enETe: A |rafa Sff, § T 99w g, ol wed ged & fou g9
oST-HT 3Wa =RVl 38T gl & A #3 St 4 &R) d@eli® 31 iR id
B T, &9 @1 U g BRIs B WHS 2 ¥, 99 b 9 9ar @ € 6 ' 8 @@
PRIS BUU B SRd 21 $8 P8l fF 89 3 MG 75 BOR BRIS BUT BT Sl
B} foram € 8k 899 modernization Bx= & forw 3R WY < e 1 sdT Ao uE
37 T 3@ JMU®! 4 dg FIs JUTY 3R =12

sft |wmafa: smu Hara gfeul

i1 TR AT WY, § HAT € Y Vel g I8 |ard d JSI 3N 8l A HAT
St A Sl SR fean g, # St & ded W ward qe drsdn g1 § A w53 S 9
HBA1 AT B, AT I BT (AT 9QISY, 89 BT IATURT 781 B &1 IS MY AN
Tod arad € 16 fauer Yo fRran sem &1 AR €1 ey faswrar gersy, Wfee gl
ft 1 gl gt 7 ga @we Ruid € 21 oo w1 glaen § ) €2 ... (@@agm)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nareshji, focus on the question.
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Ajmer-Jaipur Shatabdi Express Train and Bangalore-Mysore Shatabdi Express Train.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Deaths as a result of derailments

*216. SHRI VIVEK K. TANKHA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that in 2013-14, despite 53 derailments, only 6 people
had died, but in 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17, more than 250 trains got derailed
and 330 deaths took place, if so, the reasons therefor, and

(b) the steps being taken by Railways to prevent such derailments in future?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH PRABHU): (a) Indian
Railways gives highest priority to the safety of its passengers and in order to reduce
accidents and also to minimise the unfortunate loss of lives in train accidents, modern
technologies are being adopted and continuous efforts are being made because of which,
number of consequential train accidents have continuously declined from 135 in the
year 2014-15, to 107 in the year 2015-16 and further down to 104 in the year 2016-
17. In the current financial year upto 2nd August, 2017 the number of consequential
train accidents have further reduced by 51.2% (21 in 2017-18 versus 43 in 2016-17).



