164 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Increasing number of castrated bulls in the country

2275. SHRI CHUNIBHAI KANCHIBHAI GOHEL: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that number of castrated bulls/oxens have increased in
the country and it has become a problem for State Governments to manage them;

(b) if so, the detailed plans for keeping such animals; and

(¢) whether Government has any scheme for immunization/vaccination of such

animals, if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI SUDARSHAN BHAGAT): (a) and (b) As per reports
of Livestock Census 2007 and 2012, the total male cattle population has declined
from 83.62 million in 2007 to 67.92 million in 2012, which includes castrated bulls/
oxen. The data on number of castrated bulls/oxens were not collected separately in
Livestock Census.

(¢) The department is supplementing the efforts of State Governments for
prevention, control and containment of animal diseases by way of providing financial
assistance under Livestock Health and Disease Control (LH&DC) scheme. Under this
scheme preventative vaccination of animals is undertaken under component ‘Assistance
to States for Control of Animal Diseases (ASCAD)’ against economically important
animal diseases like Hemorrhagic Septicemia (HS), Black quarter (BQ), Anthrax etc.
Further, FMD vaccination is being done under Foot and Mouth Disease Control
Programme (FMD-CP), one of the components of LH and DC Scheme.

Remunerative prices for crops grown by farmers

2276. SHRI SANJAY SETH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the estimated hectares of land to be brought under kharif crop cultivation
in respect of paddy, soyabean, pulses, cotton, bajra this year;

(b) whether there is a marked increase in cultivation of pulses this year,
(¢) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;,

(d) whether Government is working towards providing good seeds to farmers to
ensure high vield per hectare, if so, the details thereof, and

(¢) the other steps taken by Government to ensure remunerative prices for the
crops grown by farmers?



