122 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Inclusion of sugarcane under NFSM

2908 DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

{a) whether sugarcane has been included in the National Food Security Mission

(NFSM) as a commercial crop;

{b) whether assistance is being provided to the crops of rice, wheat, pulses
and small-grained paddy under centrally-sponsored NFSM being implemented in
Chhattisgarh from the year 2007, and

{c) whether it is a fact that there are four sugar mills in Chhattisgparh and
sugarcane is grown on 33807 hectare of land in Chhattisgarh, if so, whether

Government would consider to bring sugarcane under the NFSM?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI S. S. AHLUWALIA): (a) Yes, Sir. Sugarcane has
been included under National Food Security Mission (NFSM) as a commercial crop

with cropping system approach to meet the demand for both food and cash crop,
from 2014-15.

{b) Assistance 1s being provided for rice and pulses since 2007-08 and coarse
cereals since 2014-15 under NFSM to Chhattisgarh State.

{c) At present four sugar mills are under operation in Chhattisgarh. The Normal
area (average from 2011-12 to 2015-16) under sugarcane in Chhattisgarh is 17 thousand
hectares. Presently, Chhatisgarh is not included under NFSM. The States have been
given flexibility for crop development programme including sugarcane crop, States
can undertake sugarcane development programme under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna
{(RKVY) with the approval of SLSC under the Chairmanship of the Chiefl Secretary
of the States.

Fertility of soil

2909, SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has evaluated the fertility of soil/arable land across the

country; and

{(b) if so, the norms adopted for the purpose and the extent of deficiency of

micronutrients noticed, State/UT-wise?

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



