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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAY'S (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) With a view to providing confirmed accommodation to waitlisted passengers
and also to ensure optimal utilisation of available accommodation, a scheme known as
Alternate Train Accommodation (ATARS) known as "VIKALP" was introduced as a pilot
project in November, 2015. This scheme has been expanded to cover all type of train
on all sectors from 01.04.2017. To avail this facility the passenger has to give an option
at the time of booking of ticket. Passengers with waiting list status at the time of
preparation of reservation charts are shifted to opted alternate trains, subject to

availability of vacant accommodation.

(by With a view to assessing the demand pattern, waiting list of trains is
monitored on regular basis and to cater to additional rush during peak periods, special
trains are run and load of existing trains are augmented subject to operational feasibility.

This scheme will supplement the existing procedure and ensure passenger satisfaction.

{cy The overall utilisation (end to end) of reserved accommodation on Indian

Railways during the financial year 2016-17 was more than 100%.
New railway line from Baramulla to Kupwara

759 MIR MOHAMMAD FAYAZ: Will the Minister of RAILWAY'S be pleased to

state:

{a) whether Government has any plan for a new railway line from Baramulla to

Kupwara in Jammu and Kashmir; and
{by 1l so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAY'S (SHRI RAJEN
GOHAIN): (a) and (b) Updating Survey for 39 km new railway line from Baramulla to
Kupwara in Jammu and Kashmir was completed in 2010-11. The estimated cost of the
project at price level of 2010-11 was ¥ 628 crore with Rate of Return (ROR) of {-) 7.48%.
The project could not be taken forward due to unremunerative nature and huge

throwforward liability.
Cadres of railway officers

760. SHRIMATI VIIIL A SATHYANANTH: Will the Minister of RATLWAYS be
pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that the Ministry of Railways is divided into eight

structured cadres of officers, if so, the details thereof; and



